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To all whom 6 may CONCEFTL:

Be it known that I, JosgepH A. AMES, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chilli-
cothe, in the county of Ross and State of
Ohio, have invented new and useful lmprove-
ments in Hitching-Post Straps, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements ihl

what may be termed ““ hitching-post straps.”

Tt has Tor its object to provide for readily,
easily, and effectively hitching a horse or ani-
mal to a post or other like fixture and to do
this in a very simple and inexpensive man-
ner.

Said invention consists, primarily, of 1n-.

terlocking parts or members connected to 2
hitching-strap, so as to effect automatically
the clasping of the strap upon a fixture or
post as said strap is looped thereover, and
also of a spring for aiding the suitable 1m-
pingement or holding of the sliding clasp
member at the required point of adjustment
along sald strap.

Tn the accompanying drawings, llustrat-

ing the preferred embodiment of my inven-
tion, Figure 1 is a hitching-strap with the
clasp members applied thereto. Figs. 2 and
3 are detached perspective views of said
clasp members; and Fig. 4 1s a cross-section

produced through said strap and the clasp

member whose Tetention is aided by a spring,

more clearly disclosing the operative posi-
tion of the last-named.

Tn the carrying out of my invention 1 em-
ploy in connection with 2 hitching-strap 1
or like means two clasp members 2 and 3,
respectively. One clasp member 2 consists
of a loop or stirrup, preferably apPPToxXl-
mately rectangular in general outline, having
a longitudinally-extended slot 2%, the purpose
of which will be described presently, and m
addition a second opening or slot 2° for the
reception and through which 1s passed the
strap 1 or like means. Within sald slot or
opening 2° is loosely arranged a bowed flat
spring-plate 4, whose retention in place 1s
aided by its elongation at the ends, enabling
the same to bear laterally upon the edges of
the inner wall of said slot, as the convex sur-
face of said spring-plate engages or bears
upon said strap 1. Said loop or stirrup
clasp member 2 is preferably somewhat

| vexaty

‘opening 3°
ceive and permit the securing of said end of

transversely to the lateral

thereof forming its effective surface,
as presently seen. The other clasp member
3 suitably applied to one end of the hitch-
ing-strap, being provided with an eye or
at its inner end or shank to re-

strap thereto, is in general outline of T shape,
having the stem of the T adapted to be re-
ceived by and passed through the opening of
the clasp member 2, it being inserted with
the cross or top of the T presented edgewise
in the plane of said opening, the arms formed
by the top of the T then assuming a position
portions of the
clasp member 2, whereby the two clasp
members will become interlocked. Said
arms are beveled or inclined upon their m-
ner surfaces, so as to more effectively engage
the convex surface of the clasp member 2 as
a pulling action is exerted thereon.

It is noted that in practical application
the strap is passed at the end equipped with
the clasp member 3 around a hitching-post
or other suitable fixture and the other clasp
ember 2 suitably slid along said strap and

‘the first-named clasp member engaged there-

with, as above indicated, when by vigor-
ously pulling upon said strap the latter will
be tightly looped or secured to sald post, the
two clasp members firmly interlocking with
each other and the spring 4 holding the slid-
ing clasp member 2 effecetively against slip-
ping along said strap. The operation of re-
leasing or detaching the strap ifrom said post
is apparent without elaboration.

Latitude is allowed as to details herem, as
they may be changed without departing
from the spirit of my invention and the latter
still be protected.

T claim— ,

A device of the character described, com-
prising two interlocking members of arcuate
or curved outline and thereby -effective to
conform to the outline of the hitching-post
and to directly clasp or bind thereon, and
having strap-receiving eye-ended terminals,
whose .axes are in relatively.parallel lines,
one member having an elongated opening
whose axis is at a right angle to the axis of
its strap-receiving eye-ended terminal, both
of the openings in said member, however, be-

ing arranged in a common plane extending
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curved toward its outer end, with the con- | longitudinally or axially through said mem-
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ber, and the other member having also a [ name to this specification in the presence of

practically T-formed terminal, thestem there- | two subscribing witnesses.

of being effective to pass through the elon-

gated opening of the opposite member, and JOSEPH A. AMES,
5 the arms of the cross-head thereof to engage | Witnesses:

the latter member. Wwn. Haas,

In testimony whereof I have signed my | M. KraNE.
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