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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jasper L. Dobagz, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Provi-
dence, in the county of Providence and State

5 of Rhode Island, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Music - Holders, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention hasreference to an improve-

ment in music-holders, and more particularly
1o to an improvement in an automatic sheet-
music holder and shifter, as distinguished
from the usual automatic music-leaf turners.

The object of my invention is to improve
the construction of a sheet-music holder and

15 automatic shifter adapted for use on pianos,
organs, or similar musical instruments,
whereby the sheets of music are held in a con-
venient position and shifted automatically in
succession by the slightest possible move-

20 ment of a finger of the player.

A turther object of my invention is to con-
ceal the used sheets of musie, thereby pre-
venting confusion on the part of the player.

A still further object of my invention is to

25 provide a portable sheet-music holder and
automatic shifter adapted to rest on the mu-
sic-racks of pianos, organs, or similar musical
Instruments in a position to bring the actuat-
ing-levers of the automatic shifter into a con-

30 venlent position for the player.

My invention consists in the peculiar and
novel construction of a sheet-music holder
and automatic shifter having details of con-
struction as will be more fully set forth here-

35 1nafter. |

Figure 1 is a vertical view looking at the
front of my improved sheet-music holder and
automatic shifter, showing a sheet of music
in the position for being played and the

40 screen for concealing the sheet of music after
the same has been played. Fig. 2 is a plan
view looking at the under side of the ho der,
showing the slides for holding and shifting
the sheet-music held in their

45 erative position by the actuating-levers
against the tension of the coiled springs. Kig.
5 18 an enlarged detail sectional view showing
the means for holding the slides in their out.
ward position, and Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail

outward or op- |

In the drawings, ¢ indicates the base ; b,the
opaque screen; ¢ ¢, the slides; d d, the coiled
springs; e e, the double inverted-U -shaped
spring-wire clips for holding the sheets of
music; f f, the actuating-shafts; ¢ g, the lock-

L

mg-pawls, and 2 b the actuating-levers of my

55

mmproved sheet-music holder and automatic

shifter.

The base @ is formed of heavy cast metal
1n a narrow elongated form and constructed
to have the longitudinal bars a’ ¢’ in the top
forming the longitudinal slots a* ¢? for the
slides ¢ ¢, the longitudinal opening ¢® in the
bottom and the oppositely-disposed holes a*

¢* in the front and back of the base for the ac-

tuating-shafts  f, as shown in Kigs. 2 and 4.
The opening a* in the bottom of the base may
be closed with a cover, (not shown,) which
maiy be covered with felt or a similar mate-
rial. '

The opaque screen b is made, preferably, of

60

thin sheet metal secured to g light frame »/,

which is rigidly secured in a vertical position

at the left-hand front of the base a, as shown

1n Kigs. 1 and 4.

Theslides ccare each constructed to loosely -

fit a longitudinal slot ¢? in the base and has
the beveled tooth ¢’ on its under edge and the
flanges ¢* ¢* on its upper edge for holding the
slides in the slots, as shown in Kig. 4. These
shdes are approximately one-half the length
of the slots, as shown in Fig. 2.

The coiled springs d d are each secured at
one end to the left-hand end of the base ¢ and
at the other end to a slide ¢, as shown in Kig. 2.

The spring-clips ¢ e are each constructed of
two pieces of spring-wire bent substantially
U shape inverted and the ends secured to the
top of a slide ¢, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4.

The actuating - shafts 7 ¥ each extend
through the holes a* a* in the base under the

75
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slides ¢ ¢ and out through the front of the

base.

The locking-pawls ¢ g are each constructed
to have the upwardly-turned hook-shaped
end ¢’ and are secured to or form a part of a

95

sleeve ¢*, which in turn is securcd to a shaft f

by a set-screw ¢® in a position for the hook-
shaped end of the

pawl to engage with a cor- 100
responding tooth ¢’ on a slide ¢, as shown in
| Kig. 3, '

50 transverse sectional view taken on line 4 4 of
Kig. 2 through the holder. -
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The actuating-levers h h are each con-
structed to have an L-shaped end 2 and are
secured to the outer ends of the shaltsffin a
position to sbring the L-shaped ends of the
levers into a convenient position for the
player. _

In the operation of my improved sheet-
music holder and automatic shifter the holder
is placed on the music-rack of a piano or simi-
lar musical instrument, thus bringing the ac-
tuating-levers A & into a convenlent position
over the keyboard for the player. The slides
¢ ¢ are each pulled in succession toward the
right of the holder to its limit against the ten-
sion of a coiled spring d and the actuating-le-
vers lifted to bring a hook-shaped end ¢’ of a
locking-pawl g into engagement with a tooth
¢’ on a corresponding slide ¢. Sheets of music
2 4 are placed in position by forcing a sheet
between the wires of each of the spring-clips

‘¢ ¢, which secures the same to a slide in the

position as shown in Fig. 1. Whenthe player
has finished with: the first sheet of music, a
slicht downward movement of a finger on the
first actuating-lever & releases the slide, which

through the tension of the coiled spring d -

stantly shifts the first sheet of music back ot
the screen b, thus concealing the same and ex-
posing the second sheet of music, which 1s
shifted back of the screen when required to
expose the third sheet by depressing the sec-
ond actuating-lever, and these operations are
repeated as many times as there are slides in
the holder, all without lifting the hands from
the position they would assume in playing.

It is evident that the holder may be con-
structed to have any number of slides re-
quired and that the actuating-levers 4 h may
be shaped to bring the same 1to any conven-
ient position for the player without materially
affecting the spirit of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, 1

~ claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
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Patent— -

1. A music - holder comprising a base, an
opaque screen secured to the base, a series ot
spring-actuated slides in the base, means for
securing a sheet of music to each of the slides,
means for holding the slides under spring ten-
sion to expose the face of a sheet of music,
and means for releasing the slides to auto-
matically shift the sheets of music 1n succes-
sion back of the opaque screen.

2. A music - holder comprising a narrow
elongated base having a series of longitudinal
slots, a series of spring-actuated slides in the
slots, meansforoperatively securing the slides
in the slots, means forsecuring a sheet of mu-

sic to each of the slides, a vertical opaque

screen secured to the left-hand front of the
base, means for holding the slides in their out-
ward position under spring tension to expose

the face of a sheet of music, and means for re-

leasing the slides to automatically shift the

_.
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sheets of music in succession back of the
opagque screen.

3. A music - holder comprising a narrow
elongated base in which is a series of longitu-
dinal slots, a series of slides in the slots, a se-

- ries of coiled springs connected to the base

and to the slides, means for operatively se-
curing the slides in the slots, means for secur-
ing a sheet of music to each of the shdes, &
vertical opaque screen secured to the left-
hand front of the base, a series of actuating-
levers, and means intermediate the actuat-
ing-levers and the slides for holding the slides
to the richt beyond the opaque screen against
the tension of the coiled springs to expose the
face of a sheet of music, whereby on depress-
ing the actuating - levers in succession the
slides are released and automatically shiit
the sheets of music in succession back of the
opaque screen, as described.

“4." A music - holder comprising a base In
which is a plurality of longitudinal slots, a
plurality of spring-actuated slides in the slots
each slide having a tooth on its under side,
means for operatively securing the slides in

the slots, means for securing a sheet of music

to each of the slides, a vertical opaque screen
secured to the left-hand front of the base, a
plurality of actuating -levers secured to
transverse shafts, and a plurality of arms
having hook - shaped ends secured to the
transverse shafts i a position for a hook-
shaped end of an arm to engage with a tooth
on a slide, whereby the slides are held to the
richt beyond the opaque screen against the
tension of the coiled springs to expose the
face of a sheet of music and may be released
by depressing the actuating-levers in succes-
sion to automatically shift the sheets of music
in succession back of the opaque screen, as
described.

5. In a music-holder, the combination of
an elongated base @ having the longitudinal
bars ¢’ ¢ forming the longitudinal slots a* &,
the longitudinal opening @ in the bottom and
the oppositely-disposed holes ¢* ¢* in the front
and back, an opaque screen b constructed
preferably of sheet metal secured to a light
frame b’ which is rigidly secured to the left-
hand front of the base, a plurality of shdes ¢
¢ each constructed to loosely fit the slots @® @?
in the base and having a beveled tooth ¢’ en
its under side and the flanges ¢* ¢ on 1ts upper
edge for holding the slides in the slots, a plu-
rality of coiled springs d d each secured at one
end to the base and at the other end to a

- slide ¢, a plurality of spring-clips ¢ ¢ each con-

structed of two pieces of spring - wire bent
substantially U shape inverted and the ends
secured to the top of a slide ¢, a plurality of
actuating-shafts f f each extending through
holes ¢* ¢* in the base under the shdes ¢ ¢, a
plurality of locking-pawls g ¢ each construct-
ed to have the upwardly-turned hook-shaped
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end ¢’ and secured to an actuating-shaft fin |

a position to engage with a corresponding
tooth ¢’ on a slide ¢, and a plurality of actu-
ating-levers i b each secured to an actuating-
shatt f and shaped to bring the levers into a
convenient position for a player, as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

,
[

ot

name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

JASPER L. DODGE.

Witnesses:
Apa K. HAGERTY,
J. A. MILLER.
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