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To all whom it may corncern:
- Be it known that I, Wirriam C. Ranps, a
citizen of the Urited States of America, re-.
siding at Detroit, in the county of Wayne
“ard State of Michigan, hdve invented certain
‘new and useful Improvements in Means for
Attaching Canopy-Tops, of which the follow-

“ing is a specification, reference being had

[0

therein to the accompanying drawings. =~
- This invention relates to an improved

~means for attaching tops or canopies to the

L5 ba ; V.
‘may be readily secured in the desired posi-

‘bodies of vehicles, and especially to detach-
able fastening means for automobile tops or
‘canopies; and the object of the invention is

to provide attractive attachments “which

tion to any finished and upholstered vehicle-

~ body without the necessity of refinishing or

- reupholstering and which devices are so con-
20: __ 18
1ly detached there
- folding or removal. -
It 1s also an object

N N

~ may be detached from the body when not in

structed that the top may be quickly and eas-
?mm for the purpose of

support the top when folded, which hooks

~use, and to provide certain other new and use-

~ ful features, all as hereinafter more fully de-
- seribed, reference being had to the accom-
20 .

panying drawings, in which—

- Figure 1 1s a perspective view of an auto-

~ mobile-body provided with an extension-top

35

~and also showmg
~canopy-standar
- for detached and in perspective.

and showing sald top attached to the body

by devices embodying this invention. Fig.
2 1s a perspective view of ore of the support-

ing - hooks detached, and Fig. 3 a similar

view of the socket-plate therefor. Fig. 4is4a

o ﬂerspective view of one of _

- brackets for the rear bows 'of the top, and
40

- therefor. a pe; |

of the securing-brackets for the front bows of
the top, and Fig. 7 a similar view of the

- socket-plate therefor, and Fig. 8 is a perspec-
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~ especially adapted for holding a canopy-top

' the lower end of one of the |

‘Ing outward from 1ts face, with a space 15 be-
| tween to form a split and tapering socket to

receive the flattened and wedge-shaped end

Fig. 5 a similar view of the socket - plate
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of one

tive view of a modified construction of plate

s and a securing-nut there-

For convenierce of illustration 1 have

~shown in Fig. 1 a perspective view of an au-

' tomobile-body A of a common construction

‘and form having a front and rear seat and
. “side entrance, and a top B of the extension
55 . _

‘upon this style of body and is of the usual |

class, which is especially adapted for use

_ : of the inveﬁtion to pm-? 7
. vide suitable brackets or hooks to receive and |

| opening or eye in theup}i)

f the securing-

construction, is shown attached to the bddy; -

“but the several devices for attaching the top
.to the body and supporting the same illus-

trated in detail in the other figures may be

“used upon other forms of body as well or to
attach other styles and makes of top or

canopy.

~ As showh in the-dramngS, the rear bows 1
| of the top, which are pivotally united near

their lower ends, are provided with an eye

Tor the engagement of a laterally-extending
screw- - threaded pivot pin or stud 2 on a
bracket 3, which consists of an upwardly-ex-
vo
‘end into a flat and tapered or wedge-shaped

tending shank portion formed at its lower

portion 4, adapted to fit into a tapering

:so_cket_ 5,"-f0rmed. on a socket-plate 6. This
plate is secured, by means of screws, to the

outer surface of the body at the desired Elace
and 1s shaped to fit the curve of the bo

pearance. The forward bows 7 are also piv-

‘otally urited near their lower ends, and the

downwardly - extending end of one of said

‘bows is formed with a. laterally and out-

wardly projecting pin or stud 8 to engage an

'
L

9, which 1s formed with a

“and: tapered end the same as the bracket 3.
A .socket hke*the socket 5 is formed on a
socket-plate 10 to receive .the wedge-shaped
‘end of said bracket 9, said plate being sub-
stantially the same as plate 6, except that 1t

is formed to suit-the particular place at which

1t is secured to the body.

The top may be folded in the usual manner

- Shchd | | v at
that point and to present an ornamental ap-

6o
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er end of & bracket
ower wedge-shaped

Qo0

by first loosening the guys 11, then disengag-

ing the pins 8 from the brackets 9, carrying

‘the forward bows 7 back to the bows 1, en-
gaging said pins with eyes 12 on the forward
side of said bows 1, and then folding all rear-
wardly over the back of the rear seat. To
support said top in its folded position, a
socket - plate 13, shaped to conform to the

curve of the seat-backs near its upper edge 1s
secured to sald back by screws and 1s formed
with two opposing angle-flanges 14, extend-

16 on the supporting hook or bracket 17.
The shank of the hook passes through the

with an upwardiy-curved outer end forming
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slot 15 when the end 16 1s engaged with its
socket and extends downward and outward

110
at an inclination to the plate 13 and is formed '
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the hool to receive the bows of the top. At ! ing the work, and by-desfignifl_ th’&’plates to

‘the bottom of the hook the same is formed

with laterally-extending portions forming a
seat 18 for the bows, and the extreme outer

end of said hock is formed with an eye or |

loop 19, through which a strap may be passed
to secure the bows together and within. the
hook. If these hooks were permanently se-

cured tc the body, they would be in the way

and present an unsightly appearance when
the top is up, and therefore they are made

easily detachable,so that they may be slipped
from their sockets and stored in the body
when the top is raised. For the same rea-

sons the brackets 3 and 9 are set in sockets,

so that they may be quickly detached, leav-

‘Ing the body free from projecting parts when |

- the top is removed, and the detachability of
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the brackets 3 greatly facilitates the removal
of the top, as it is not necessary to take off
any bolts or nuts. | o

Where a canopy-top having perpendicular
standards 20 1s used, I prefer to provide a
plate 21, which may be so formed as to adapt

1t to be secured in the desired place upon the
outer surface of the body, and on this plate is |
an outwardly-projecting bearing or socket 22

to receive the end of the standard, which is
formed with a collar 23 to engage the upper
surface of the bearing and limit the distance
which the standard may project there-

through. The lower end of the standard is

preferably screw-threaded to receive a nut 24
to engage the under side of the bearing and
firmly secure the standard therein.

By providing the socket-plates adapted to
- be secured to the outer surface of the body
the finished and upholstered body may be

~ easily provided with a top at any time, as it
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18 not necessary, as is ordinarily done, to iron
the body for the top before it is upholstered

or finished. These plates are secured by |
screws to the body, and therefore before so

securing them they may be adjusted in any
direction on the surface of the body tolevel
and square up the top, thus greatly facilitat-

. ally—eﬁtendin%

suit the particular body and place of attach-

ment thereto they form an ornamental 'trimf .

ming which greatly adds to its appearance.

_Havmg thus fully described my invention,

what I claim is— |

'1. The combination of a plate adapted to

" be secured to the outer surface of a vehicle-
body and formed to conform to the shape of
-sald surface, & socket on said plate, a hook-
shaped bracket formed with a wedge-shaped
“end to engage the socket, and & seat for the

bows of a vehicle-top formed at the bottom

of the hook. |

2. The combination of a plate adapted to
be secured to the outer surface of a vehicle-
body and formed to conform to the shape of

sald surface, outwardly - extending angle-
flanges on the plate with a space between ¢

their adjacent edges and forming an open
socket, and a downwardly and outwardly ex-

. o
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tending hook-shaped bracket provided with

a wedge-shaped end to engdge the socket and
formed with an eye at.one end to. recelve a

strap. - _. R
~ 3. The combination of a plate adapted to
be secured to the outer surface of a vehicle-
‘body and formed to conform to the shape of
‘sald surface and provided with holes for
‘screws, outwardly - extending angle - flanges -
on the plate with a space between their adja-
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cent, edges and forming an open tapering

socket, a hook-shaped bracket adapted to ex-~
tend outwardly .and downwardly from the

80
socket when secured therein, a wedge-shiaped =

end on the bracket to engage the socket, a

loop on the outer end of the hook, and later-
portions on the hook for:
ows of & vehicle-top.

a seat for the
-~ In testimony whereof 1 afhix
in presence of two witnesses. 5

_ WILLIAM C. RANDS.
Witnesses: -

- Orro F. BarreEL,
ADoLPH BARTHEL.

my signature
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