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" This invention relates to garment at
‘ments which are designed for ladies” walsts
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" 'Be it known that I, MarY E. CLARKE, of
Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, In the
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Skirt and Waist Re-
tainers, of which the following, taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings, 1s

a, full, clear, and exact description.

and skirts for the purpose of retaining the top
band of the skirt in proper position around
the waist and preventing the waist from
drawing away from said band. = :

" The present invention has special refer-
‘ence to the class of skirt and wailst retainers
which embody a metallic plate fastened to
~ the back of the waist or band thereof and

hooks secured to the skirt-band and adapted

‘to engage said plate. ~ It has been found by

experience that retainers of this style are
usually objectionable when applied to waists

which are made of very fine qualities of mate-
rial, particularly silks of delicate shades of

color which are washable, for the reason

that the metal plates tend to rust or discolor,
and thus soil the garment.

One of the objects of thisinventionisto pro-
duce a skirt and waist retainer of the above
character which shall permit the metal plate

to be easily and conveniently removed from
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the waist when it is desired to wash the latter,
and thereby overcome the aforesaid objec-
tion.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
duce a device which shall be simple, strong,
and durable in its construction, efficient and

reliable for the purpose stated, and which will
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not discomfort the person using the same and
at the same time shall be very inexpensive.

To that end the invention consists in the
novel arrangement of the component parts of
the combined skirt and waist retainer herein-
after fully described, and set forth in the
claims. '

In the accompanying drawings, Figures 1
and 2 are fragmentary perspective views of a

- lady’s waist and skirt, respectively, and 1llus-

- 5o tlon.

trating the retainer embodying. my inven-
Fig. 3 shows an enlarged longitudinal
section of a portion of the waistband having
the skirt - band attached

tﬂ;eh-q_lf

‘waist, which may be of any well-known style

by said retainer. | plate from being

l“'. Fig. 4 is a vertical section of poftions' of the

attached waist and skirt. Fig. 5isa further

enlarged outer face view: of the strip which is

designed to be stitched to the waist or walst-

band and provided with a removable metal-

lic plate adapted to be engaged by the hooks
of the skirt, and Fig. 6 is a detached face view
of said plate. .~ . . oo

~ Referring to said drawings, A denotes the

and composed.of any kind of material, and 1t
is provided with a permanent band ¢-around
its lower portion. This band a.is not.abso-
lutely essential in the use of my retainer, al-

though 1t 1s very
is made from very light or thin material, such.
as silk, for the reason that it serves to rein-
force the garment in the attachment of sald

retainer, whereby the garment is prevented

from being torn or otherwise injured incident
to the strain thereon caused by the pull exert-
ed by the attached skirt B, heremafter re-

‘The retaining device comprises: a -short
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desirable in case the waist
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non-metallic strip C, preferably composed-of -

strong pliable fabric and provided at its end
with vertical exterior pockets ¢ ¢, which are
open toward each other,said strip being per-
manently fastened horizontally to the back
of the waist or to theband a thereof by lines of
stitching extending throughout its Jongitudi-

nal marginal portions, as shown in Kig. 1.

The said pockets ¢ ¢ are preferably formed by
folding the end portions of the strip trans-
versely and stitching the folds at the longitu-
dinal margins, as indicated at d d and more
clearly shown in Figs. 3 and 5. Intermedi-

ate the sald pockets the strip is provided with

a ouard e, consisting of a transverse strap
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sle.

which is stitched across its ends to the mar-

oinal portions of the strip, so as to leave the

‘main portion of the strap free therefrom for

the purpose shortly explained. Furthermore,
the retainer comprises a thin elongated flexi-
ble plate D, composed of spring-steel or other
suitable metal, which plate extends substan-

tially the entire length of the strip C and has
its ends inserted removably in the aforesaid

pockets ¢ ¢ thereof. The said strap or guard
passing across the central portion of the outer
face of this plate D serves to prevent the

accidentally withdrawn
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the pockets from strain incident to the pull
exerted on the plate by

permanently secured to the
usual top band of the

- adapted to engage the top edge of the said

10

- commonly used in garment - fastenings. T
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- which the hooks might produce. .
- understood that the described hooks are to
- be attached to the skirt-band
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‘washing:.

plate, as more clearly shown in F 198. 3 and 4.
Jhese hooks may be of any suitable form.
However, I prefer to employ the well-known
style of hooks shown in Fig. 2 and which are

cure them to the top skirt-hband in proper po-

sition to engage the aforesaid plate D at

points intermediate the guard and pockets,
although additional hooks may be used, if
found necessary, as in instances where 1 very

heavy skirt is required to be supported. 1t |

1s obvious that the said strip C effectually
protects the waist from wear ‘and Injury
It will be

1n such position

as to cause the said band to completely con-

ceal the supporting-strip C.

It will be noted that in case 1t 18 desired to
wash the waist provided with my retainer
the metal plate D can be readily removed
from the strip C by sim ly bending the plate
to withdraw the ends FE)

the waist or strip ¢ during the operation of
. This
metal plate-D from the strip and its conven-
lent replacing is very desirable when the de-
vice 1s applied to very thin and delicate ma-
terials, and thus constitutes one of the most
important features of my invention.

_ 'om the pockets ¢ ¢,
thus-obviating all danger of soiling or tearing

convenient removal of the

from the pockets and also serves to relieve

the skirt B, which is |
attached to the plate by means of hooks £ 7,

inner face of the

skirt, which hooks are |

‘the plate and
- | from strain and to

face of the plate

817,417

- 1# A combined skirt :and walst I'etaille_l‘
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comprising g pliable strip permanently se-

cured across the

out 1ts longitudinal margins and provided -at

ble elongated metallic plate having 1ts ends

lie exterior of the back ofthe
walst by lines ot stitching extending through- . -
: - —t : . 45

1ts ends with vertical exterior pockets, a flexi- -

nserted removably in said pockets, a guard

consisting of a strap fastened at its ends to
the strip-and passing across the outer face of

serving to relieve the pockets

the top edge of the plate ag set, forth. __
2. A combined skirt and waist retainer

comprising a pliable strip permanently se-
cured across the exterior of the back of the
walst by lines of stitching extending through-
out its longitudinal margins and having 1ts
end portions folded transversely, said folds
being stitched along
to form vertical exterior

lic plate extending substantially the entire

the margins of the strip
pockets open to-
‘Ward each other, an elongafed flexible metal-

-_50”'

. prevent accidental with-
drawal of the plate therefrom, and hooks se-
~cured to the skirt and detachably engaging
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length of the strip and having its ends insert-

ed removably in said pockets, a guard dis-

posed intermediate the pockets and consist-

ing of a transverse strap secured at its ends

to sald margins and passing across the outer

the top edge of
ate the guard and pockets as set forth,
_ MARY E. CLARKE.
Witnesses: : - |
- J.J. Laass,
L. H. FurLm=er.

_ _ for the purpose described, -
and hooks secured to the skirt: and engaging
the plate at points intermedi-
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