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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, OscAr S. GAGE, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Tecum-

seh, 1n the county of Pottawatomie, Terri-
tory of Oklahoma, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Twine-Holders, of
which the following is a specification.

This 1mmvention relates to twine-holders,
and has particular reference to that type of
such devices which are secured in elevated
positions over a counter and are provided
withmeans for automatically elevating the
string or twine so that it will be out of the
way of goods on the counter, but within
reach of the clerk or other person desiring to

- draw upon the supply. A common form of
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device of this character comprises a support
for a ball or cop of twine and a weighted lever,
the twine- being led through suitable eyes to
the end of the lever, which is normally upper-
most, the twine depending loosely from said
end of the lever, where it may be reached and

drawn downward, the lever moving with the
- twine and then lifting the latter again when

| .

the twine 1s released.
The object of this invention is to provide

~an 1mproved device of the last-mentioned
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~and to also adjust the lever so that it may

type having a hollow support for the sup-

ply -ball, whereby the twine may pass from

sald ball through said support to the take-up
lever, the said support affording not only
means for steadying the ball in place without
obstructing the view as to the amount of sup-

ply, but also serving as a guide that will pre-

vent the passing twine from contact with the
unwinding coil.

A further object of the invention is to pro-

vide means whereby the fulerum of the lever
may be adjusted so as to raise the twine to
higher or lower points, as may be desired,

- properly counterbalance twine of different
- welghts. o
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To these ends the invention consists in
the construction and combination of parts

substantially as hereinafter described and

~claimed.
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Of the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of one form of
twine-holder embodying my invention. Fig.
2 represents a detail perspective view of an-

other means for obtaining the adjustment as

hereinafter described. o
The twine-holder comprises a bracket and
a take-up lever, the bracket as a whole con-

sisting of the vertical hollow support or tube |

¢, having two or more arms b extending

therefrom, a suitable suspension-loop ebeing
connected with the outer ends of the arms

‘and having means, such as a hook d, whereby
‘the bracket may be suspended from a ceiling

or other overhead support. The tube « is

preferably tapered, as indicated, although

not necessarily so. The lower end should be
large enough, however, to afford proper sup-

“port for the take-up lever, as presently de-
- scribed.  The upper end of the tube is of a

size to conveniently enter the central hole of
a ball of twine, so that said ball will be sup-

ported by the tube against lateral movement
The ball may of

while resting on the arms b.
course be of any shape onthe market, whether
in the form of a sphere, cylinder, or cop.  The

upper end of the tube is open or formed with

an opening to permit the twine e from the

‘ball to pass into the tube, and said tube is
formed with a lower opening f to permit the

twine to pass out to the take-up lever.
The lower end of the tube portion of the

bracket 1s formed with a vertical slot ¢, and,
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as shown 1 Fig. 1, a vertical series of holes b

are formed each side of the slot.

A lever 1, having an eye k at its tapered
end and suitably weighted at the other end,
as at {, 1s provided with a plurality of holes
m. A bolt or cotter-pin » 1s passed through

either of the holes of the series h and m, thus -
varying the height to which the upper end of

the lever will normally.swing and also vary-
ing the position of the fulecrum relatively to
the two ends of the lever, so that the weight
will properly counterbalance the
pending from the eye &, according to the de-
pending length and size of the twine. The
lever 1s shown as having another eye o near
its fulerum. .

When the lever is in one of its upper ad-
justed positions, its limit of oscillations will
be restricted. For instance, in the form
shown m Fig. 1 the upper end of the slot.g

serves as the limiting means when the upper
edge of the lever at either side of the pivot

comes 1n contact with said upper end of the
slot.  Of course 1f the pin n were placed in
the upper hole A the twine-carrying end of
the lever could not swing either as far up or
as far down as when the pivot-pin is in one of
the lower holes. | | |

Other means for effecting the adjustment
of the lever may be employed without de-
parting from the spirit of my invention.

As shown in Fig. 2, the sides of the lower

Q0

twine de-
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end of the tube part of the bracket are slot-

ted, as at p, and a pin or bolt similar to that
shown in Fig. 1 has its outer end threaded

~and provided with a wing-nut ¢. This form

is practically the same as that in Fig. 1 ex-

cept that the vertical adjustment of the ful-
crum pin or bolt is provided for by slots p 1n-
stead of by a series of holes £.

Having now described my invention, 1

10 claam— -
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1. A twine-holder comprising a tube, arms
projecting therefrom and forming a support
tfor a ball of twine on the tube, a suspension-
loop connected with said arms, and a take-up
lever pivotally connected with the tube below

~ said arms, the tube having an opening below

the arms for the passage of twine to the take-
up lever. ' ' - '
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2. A twine-holder comprising a bracket -

having a support for the twine, and a weight-
ed lever adjustably connected to said bracket,

said holder having means for varying the

Jimit of the oscillations of the lever according

to its adjustment relatively to the bracket.

3. A twine-holder comprising a bracket -
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having a support for the twine, and a weight-

ed lever pivotally connected with the bracket,

means being provided to vary the position of

the pivot vertically in relation to the bracket
and longitudinally of the lever. '

In testimony whereof 1 aflix
in presence of two subscribing witnesses.

Wibneéses: '- |
A. W. Burts,
) MiLes FOWLER.

my signature

OSCAR S. GAGE.
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