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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SArcANT Z. MOORE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Dal-
las, In the county of Dallas and State of
Texas, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Fire - Escapes; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which 1t appertains to make and use the
same. '

This invention relates to improvements in
fire-escapes, and more particularly to that
class 1n which an endless cable is mounted in
proximity to the rows of windows, so that a
number of the imprisoned occupants of the
building may simultaneously escape from
the different stories thereof. .

The principal object of the invention, how-
ever, 1s to provide means for braking the ca-
ble as each person alights on the ground, so
as to permit them to detach themselves or to
have attendants detach them from the cable
betore the complete descent of the next per-
son above,

To more fully understand the invention,
reterence 1s had to the accompanying draw-
1ngs, 1lustrating an embodiment of the same,
and 1 which like numerals designate ‘the
same parts in the several views.

Kigure 1 is a view in elevation of the appa-
ratus applied to the outside of a building.
Fig. 21s a section through the building, show-
ing the apparatus in side elevation. Fig. 3
1s a cetail transverse section through the
pivoted platform-support immediately for-
ward of the braking means, and Fig. 4 is a de-
tail and perspective of the pivoted platform.

I designates the building, apertured at 1@
to receive a journal or sleeve 2, carried by the
plate 22 bolted or otherwise secured to the
wall of the building. At the lower end of the

plate 2* 1s an outwardly-extending rod 3,

supported at 1ts outer end by a hanger 4, car-
ried by a shaft 5, extending through the
sleeve 1* and provided with a gear at its inner
end coodperating with any suitable means,
such as the governor 5%, for partially control-
ling its speed. The outer end of the shaft is
provided with a pair of grooved wheels 6 62,
and on the outer end of the rod 3 beneath
sald grooved wheels is mounted an idler-
spool 7.

At the base of the building, preferably lo- |

cated on the ground, is a support for the

pivoted platform hereinafter referred to,
comprising the spaced beams 8, and mounted
at opposite ends of the support are the pul-
leys 9 92, suitably. journaled and disposed
above the space between said beams. Sub-
stantially centrally of said support is a trans-
versely-extending plate 10, cut away, as at
10%, and provided with webs or flanges 10P,
adapted to be suitably secured to the beams
8, so that the cut-away portion 10* will be
positioned above the space formed between
sald beams. 11 designates a platform hav-
g a tongue 12, extending between said
beams and pivotally supported therebetween
on the axis 122, The rear of the tongue 12 is
provided with the bearing-plates 13, in which
13 pivotally supported the braking member
14, having a forked or pronged end adapted
to slidingly engage against the face of the
plate 10 and forming, with the recess 102
thereof, a bounded space adapted to receive
the operating-cable 15, which may be pro-
vided along 1ts length with suitable eyelets
16, adapted to receive a hook 17 on the belt
secured to the person descending. _

The operation of the device is apparent,
but may be briefly referred to. It will be
seen that the operating endless cable 16
passes first around the wheels 6 to the idler-
spool 7, thence to the wheel 62, thence down-
wardly to the pulley 92, thence along the
space between the beams 8, through the
opening formed between the forked end of
the braking member 14 and the cut-away
portion of the plate 10, thence reeving under
the pulley 9 and upwardly. The idler-pul-
ley 7 will add some friction to counterbalance
the descending weights, and the governor 52
will also serve to this end.when employed.
When the person descending strikes the plat-
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form 11, the same will be depressed at its

outer end, and its inner end, carrying the
braking member 14, will be forced upwardly,
securely gripping the cable and bringing the
same to a standstill until that person has
been detached from the cable, when the oper-
ation will be continued and the descent of
the next person accomplished.

It.1s obvious that modifications might be
made without departing from the spirit of
the invention, and the same is not limited to
the exact details as shown and described.

What I claim is— '

1. In a fire-escape, the combination with
an endless cable operatively mounted along-
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side of a building, of means for braking said | away portion, and a pivoted platform pro-
cable, comprising a movable platform, lo- *ﬂdedwmhabralﬂng member having a prong- 15 °

cated at the base of said cable, and a braking |
member mounted on said platform adapted
to be brought into engagement with the op-
erating-cable upon the descent and alighting
upon the platform of each person carried by
the cable.

2. In a fire-escape, the combination with
an endless cable operatwely mounted along-
side of a building, of a support adjacent the
lower end of said operating-cable and pro-
vided with a transverse plate having a cut-

shapeu upper portion adapted to coopemte

with the cut-away portion of said transverse

plate and to receive the operating - cable
therebetween .
In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature 2o
1n presence of two witnesses.

SARGANT Z. MOORE.

Witnesses:
W. B. JANSEN,

C.T. Pranm.



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

