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To all whom it mal conceri:

Be it known that I, OTT0 JOHNSON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Brere-
ton, in the county of Fulton and State of 11li-
nois, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Carriers, of which the following is a
specification.

The invention relates to an improvement
in carriers designed primarily for carrying
one or more pick-heads or similar tools.

The main object of the present invention is
the production of means by which a number
of pick-heads or similar tools may be con-
venilently carried in a position to be readily
accessible for use when desired.

The 1invention will be described in the fol-
lowing specification, reference being had par-
ticularly to the accompanying drawings, n
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the car-
rier constructed in accordance with my in-
vention, the pick-head being shown thereon
in dotted outline. Fig. 2 1s a transverse sec-
tional view taken just above the keeper.

Referring to the drawings, my improved
carrier is preferably constructed of a single
length of material bent near one end to pro-
vide a supporting-loop 1 and projected from
this loop in a straight line for a suitable dis-
tance, as at 2, and then formed in a return-
bend 3 and projected therefrom to provide a
head-carrying stem 4, which latter termi-
nates below the loop 1. The bend 3 1s prei-
erably enlarged to approximately circular
form to provide a spring connection between
the stem 4 and the part 2 of the carrier. A
keeper 5 is provided for the free end of the
stem, comprising a plate of suitable dimension
formed near one end with an opening 6 to en-
cage the portion 2 of the carrier and below
the loop 1 and limited in downward move-
ment toward the bend 3 by a fixed collar 7.
The portion 2 of the carrier above the keeper
is provided with a second collar 8, between
which and the upper surface of the keeper 1s
arranged a coil-spring 9, encircling the part 2
of the carrier and bearing upon said plate,
serving to maintain the plate normally in
contact with the collar 7. The free end of
the keeper is provided with a keyhole-slot
10, the enlarged portion of which 1s of a size
to receive the free end of the stem 4, said
stem being recessed at 11 at diametrically
opposite points to receive the walls of the re-
duced portion of the keyhole-slot, thereby

1'

preventing disengagement of the keeper and
stem when said keeper 1s in place.

In use the pick-heads or other implements,
as 12, are engaged with the stem of the car-
rier by passing the latter through the eyes of

such 1mplements, as illustrated in Iig. 1..

After a suitable or desired number of the 1m-
plements are in place on the carrier the
keeper 1s moved to a position above the Iree
end of the stem and the latter is passed
through the enlarged portion of the keyhole-
slot, this movement requiring pressure upon
the stem 4 to move the same slightly toward
the portion 2 against the tension of the spring
3. After passage through the enlarged por-
tion of the keyhole - slot to register the re-
cesses 11 with the walls of the slot the pres-
sure upon the stem 4 is released and said stem
moves laterally to engage its recess 11 with
the walls of the narrowed portion of the slot,
thereby securing the Keeper in place and pre-
venting accidental disengagement of the 1m-
plements thereon. A reverse operation dis-
engages the keeper from the stem 4, freeing
the 1mplements for convenient withdrawal,
as desired.

The carrier 1s designed to be supported
itom a shoulder or over the arm of the user
by engaging the loop 1 with the arm or shoul-
der, whereby the carrier 1s suspended in a
convenient position without requiring the
use of the hands 1n transporting the imple-
ments from place to place. |

While I prefer that the carrier be construct-
ed of a single length of material, as wire or
the like, it 1s equally obvious that such con-
structionis not a material feature of the pres-
ent invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
1S claimed as new 18—

1. A carrier comprising a supporting-loop,

a, plain portion depencding therefrom, an 1m-
plement-receiving stem having spring con-
nection with said plain portion, a keeper con-
nected with the plain portion and adapted
for locking engagement with the free end of
the stem, said keeper being mounted for free
movement about the plain portion, and a
spring for holding the keeper in lowered po-
sitiom. |

2. A carrier comprising a supporting-loop,
a plain portion depending therefrom, an im-
plement-receiving stem connected with the
plain portion and extending parallel there-

| with, a keeper pivotally supported on the
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Ela,in portion, a spring for maintaining the In testimony whereof I affix my signature

eeper 1n lowered position upon said plain |'in presence of two witnesses.
portion, the ifree end of the keeper being

formed with a keyhole-slot, and the free end . ' OTTO JOHNSON.
5 of the stem being formed with recesses to re- Witnesses:

ceive the walls of the narrowed portion of W. J. SPENCER,

said slot. |

CuARLES P. JACOBSON.
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