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To all whom tt may concerwn:

Be 1t known that I, GEorcE L. FORMAN, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Louis-

ville, In the county of Jefferson and State of
Kentucky, have invented new and useful Im-

provements in Harness-Saddles, of which the

following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in

harness-saddles, and wparticularly to the

seats, trees, and check-hooks thereof; and it
consists 1 certain peculiarities in the con-.
struction and arrangement of parts and in

certain novel combinations of elements sub-

stantially as heremmafter described, and par-
ticularly pointed out in the subjoined claims.
It has hitherto been proposed to provide

harness-saddles with checkrein-hooks which

are adapted to be drawn forward by the for-

ward or downward movement of the horse’s

head and are automatically drawn back to

their former positions by springs connected
therewith in the upward or rearward move-

- ment of the horse’s head. While such idea
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1s recognized &s having some advantages in
that it permits a himited freedom of move-
ment of the horse’s head without putting a
straln on the rein of the bridle—that is to say,
on the checkrein or overdraw—and keeps
said rein or overdraw taut at all times, yet
the previous embodiments thereof have been
unsatisfactory to such an extent as to pre-
vent their use. Among the principal causes
of the non-adoption of the devices embody-

ing such idea 1s the fact that they have been

constructed with a view of mounting them
above and upon the seat in the place occu-

pled by the ordinary check-hook, thus locat-

ing them conspicuously in view and marring

the appearance ot the saddle. Another cause
of dissatisfaction is due to the fact that they
contemplate the use of a bolt for securing
them, said bolt extending through the tree
and bemng provided beneath the latter with a
holding-nut which forms a projection which
bears upon and rubs the back of the animal,
soon producing a sore, if the use of the saddle

- . 18.contimued.

RO

The objects of my invention are to provide
a harness-saddle which will overcome the dis-
advantages hereinbefore named—that is to
say, one of the important objects of the in-
vention is to provide a harness-saddle having

~ its tree and seat connected with each other by

55 employing a bolt and nut and which will pro- | ideas upon which the present Invention is r1o

means which dispenses with the necessity of

ﬂ

vide a bearing-surface having no projecting
parts liable to rub the horse’s back.

Another of the important objects of the in-

vention is to provide a harness-saddle with a
checkrein-hook or other suitable means for
connection with the before-mentioned bridle-
rein adapted to be moved relatively to the
seat and provided with a means for returning
1t to its normal position, which returning
mesns 1s arranged in a space , _
for within the saddle, and the final or ulti-
mate object of the invention, secured by the
construction illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, 1s to provide a harness-saddle
comprising a movable checkrein-hook havin

provided there-

g 70

1ts automatic returning means located within

the saddle in a most convenient place in said
saddle; further, having its parts so connected
with each other as to avoid the necessity of
emmploying a fastening means which will be
liable to produce a sore on the back of the ani-
mal. -'

The preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion 1s illustrated in the accompanying draw-

Ings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a side elevation of a saddle em-
bodying my improvements. Kig. 2 is a ver-
tical longitudinal section thereof on the line
2 2 of Fig. 3. _
on the line 3 3 of Iig. 2. Fig. 4 1s a longitu-
dinal section through the spring-drum which
carries the strap of the check; and Fig. 5isa
sectional view of the rear portion of a seat
and tree, showing a slightly-modified form.

The same numerals of reference designate
the same parts in the several views. -

1 designates the tree of the saddle. Said
tree may be of the usual or any suitable con-
struction ana of any suitable size and ma-
terial. The seat, however, in the preferred
embodiment herein shown of the invention
1s of peculiar construction for the purpose of
providing within 1t a chamber adapted to
contain the means employed to keep the
checkrein or overdraw taut and at the same
time permit a limited movement of the check-
hook and corresponding forward and back-
ward movement of the horse’s'head. It also
1s of peculiar construction to obviate the ne-
cessity of employing the bolt-and-nut con-
necting means hereinbefore referred to. The
particular form of seat shown in the accom-
panying drawings and now to be described is
believed to be the best embodiment of the

I1g. 3 1s a transverse section
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founded, carrying, as it does, said ideas into | preferably L-shaped, as shown; to efficiently

practice in a most practical way and embrac-
ing all of the several advantageous features
I wish 1t understood at
the outset, however, that while the detail
construction shown is preferred, yet changes
therein may be made without departing from
the spirit of the mvention. |
The seat shown comprises an upper wall 2,

the rear portion 3 of which extends inclina--

torily upward and rearward. Said seat
throughout its lengthis provided with flanges
which extend downward from its top wall
and form side walls 4, and said side walls

bear upon the tree 1 and are connected with

each other at the front by means of a trans-

versely-extending bridge-piece 5, while at the
rear they are connected with each other by

a flange which forms a rear wall 6, which
closes the rear end of the seat. The several
walls are preferably gracefully curved and
merge one into the other, thus adding to the
attractive appearance of the saddle. Said

seat is secured to the tree 1 at the front by

means of a screw 8, the head of which 1s pref-
erably countersunk in said tree, while its
stem extends into said bridge-piece. The
rear of the seat preferably has a hook en-

- gagement with the tree, and said engagement

30

is preferably effected by means of bent-over
lips 9 or a flange projecting forward from the

~ free edge of the rear wall 6 of the seat and
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adapted to take under the rear edge of the
tree. 21 designates the crupper-loop. It
will be observed that the seat thus formed
provides communicating chambers 10 and 11
1in the front and rear portions thereof, respec-
tively. Said rear chamber 11, which 1s ar-
ranged 1n the vertically-enlarged rear por-
tion of the seat, is adapted to contain the
means for automatically returning the check-
hook 13 to 1its rear position, which means
preferably comprises a spring-drum 12, and
the forward chamber 10 provides a passage
through which extends the strap 14, by
means of which said drum 1s connected with
said hook. The open front end or mouth of
said forward chamber, moreover, is contract-

ed by the bridge-piece 5, which thus codper-

ates with the side walls of said chamber in
cuiding the strap 14 in 1ts movements.

In order to support the drum 12 in posi-
tion, the rear portion of the seat is formed
with depending flanges 15, which extend into

its chamber 11 and are spaced apart to per-

mit the drum to be arranged between them.
Sald flanges have openings 16 adapted to re-
ceive, and the walls of which form bearings
for, the projecting ends of a fixed shaft 17,
upon which the drum 12 1s mounted to ro-
tate. Said openings 16 preferably extend
from and through an edge of the respective
langes in order to permit the introduction
thereinto of the shaft 17 when the drum 1s

hold the shaft in place while permitting 1t to
be inserted from the edges of the flanges, as
set forth. Said flanges may terminate short
of the rear wall 6 and bottoms or edges of the
walls 4, as shown best in Figs. 2 and 3, or
they may extend to said rear wall and edges
in order to brace said wall and bear upon the
tree 1, as shown in Fig. 5, in which they are
designated by the reference characters 15*
and their slots by the characters 16%. Said
drum 12 1s provided with a coiled spring 18,
one end of which is attached to the drum and
the other end of which is attached to said
shaft. The purpose of said spring, obvi-
ously, 1s to wind back upon the drum the por-
tion of the strap 14 unwound therefrom in
the forward movement of the horse’s head
and to keep said strap taut at all times, In
practice the spring will preferably be ot
strength sufficient not only to rewind the
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strap, but, furthermore, to provide some ad-

ditional force which must be overcome 1n
order to draw the strap and check-hook for-
ward, whereby the purpose of the overdraw
or checkrein will not be lost.

In assembling the parts the drum 1s insert-
ed to its place in the seat through the open
lower end of the latter and the ends of 1its
shaft are introduced into the bearings pro-
vided therefor in the flanges 15 or 15*. The
free end of the strap 14 1s then drawn out-
ward through.the chamber or passage 10 and
the check-hook 13 is secured thereto. After
this has been done the seat 1s secured to the
tree 1 by engaging its rear lip or lips 9 with
the rear edge of the latter and by screwing
the forward edge of the tree to the bridge-
piece 5. The saddle is then completed by
mounting on said seat and tree the usual or
any suitable coverings and pads, which form
no part of the present invention. In the as-
sembled position of the parts the check-hook
13 is at the forward edge of the tree and pro-
jects into the open front end or mouth of the
chamber 10 and its rear movement 1s stopped
by the forward end of the seat. The entire
checkrein or overdraw mechanism, with the
exception of the hook, is concealed within
the seat, so that it not only is protected there-
by, but, furthermore, 1ts presence does not
mar the appearance of thesaddle.
parts are readily assembled, and the device
as a whole is of the most durable, 1mnexpen-
sive, and pleasing appearance and presents
none of the projections which render saddles
uncomfortable to the animal and are hable
to and do produce sores by rubbing the skin
over the backbone. _

From the foregoing it will be apparent that
I have so altered the construction of the ordi-
nary harness-saddle as to provide within the
same a space which extends beneath the seat
of the saddle and is adapted to contain a re-

65 mounted thereon, and said openings are { turning means—that is to say, a means for
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keeping the bridle-rein taut while permitting
movement of the horse’s head—into which
space projects a sultable supporting means
for sald returning means and which space has
an open end from which said returning means
1s adapted to extend. It will further be ap-
parent that I have embodied such novel and
advantageous features of construction in a
construction of saddle which is further new
and advantageous as to the details of its seat
and as to the manner of connecting its seat
and tree with each other, and generally that
a saddle constructed as herein set forth em-
braces advantageous features of construction
and arrangement which will readily com-
mend 1t to those persons who desire a means
for keeping the checkrein or overdraw taut
while permitting limited downward move-

- ment of the head of the animal, but who have
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been deterred from using the arrangements
hitherto proposed for such purpose because
of the location of the same upon and outside
of the saddle, as aforesaid. A check-hook
constitutes a most desirable means for con-
necting the strap of the returning means with
the checkrein or overdraw 20, for which rea-
son 1t 1s preferred ; but other means suitable
for the purpose may be employed and will be
regarded as within the spirit and scope of the
present invention. |

Having thus described the invention, what
I believe to be new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s— _

1. A harness-saddle provided interiorly
with a space which extends beneath its seat
and has an open mouth, supporting means in
sald space, and a returning mechanism sup-
ported by said supporting means and extend-
Ing beneath said seat and provided with
means for connecting the same with the bri-
dle-rein of the harness. '

2. A harness-saddle provided interiorly
with a space which extends beneath its seat
and has an open mouth, supporting means in
sald space, a spring-drum mounted in said
space and upon sald supporting means, a
strap extending from sald drum and beneath

sald seat and means for connecting said strap

with the bridle-rein of the harness.

3. A harness-saddle comprising a seat and
a tree and having a chamber between the
same, a supporting means in sald chamber,
and a returning means mounted in said cham-
ber and supported by said supporting means,
sald returning means being movable relatively
to sald seat and having means adapted to con-
nect 1t with the bridle of the harness.

4. A harness-saddle, comprising a seat and

a tree, said seat being constructed to provide,

between 1t and the tree, communicating
chambers which are located one in advance of
the other and of which the rear chamber is of
osreater diameter than the forward chamber
and sald forward chamber having an open

mouth, a supporting means arranged in said

w—l,

rear chamber, and a returning means for said
hook, carried by said supporting means and
having a strap extending into said forward
chamber and adapted to be drawn thence
through the open forward end of the same,
sald strap having means adapted to connect
1t with the bridle-rein of the harness. |
5. A harness-saddle, comprisine a seat
which 1s expanded at its rear end and hasside
and rear flanges which depend from its upper

wall and are relatively arranged to form in

the body of said seat communicating cham-
bers which extend longitudinally thereof and
are closed at the side and rear by said flanges,
and a returning means supported in the rear
chamber and extending through the forward
chamber and provided with means adapted to
connect 1t with the bridle-rein of the har-
Nness, . .

6. Aharness-saddle, comprising a’seat hav-
1ng top, side and rear walls relatively arranged
to provide within it communicating cham-
bers located one in advance of the other, the
rear chamber being expanded with respect to
the ferward chamber and said forward cham-

ber having an open mouth, a supporting

means 1n sald rear chamber, and a returning -

means mounted in said rear chamber upon
sald supporting means and having a part
adapted to extend through the forward cham-
ber and provided with means for connecting
1t with the bridle-rein of the harness.

7. Aharness-saddle, comprising a seat hav-
1ng top, side and rear walls relatively arranged
to provide within it communicating cham-
bers lccated one in advance of the other, one
of sald chambers having spaced flanges with-
1n 1ts interior, a check-hook adapted to move

relatively to said seat, and a returning means

for said hook, supported by said
connected with said hook. '

8. A harness-saddle, comprising a seat ver-
tically expanded at the rear and having an
upper wall provided with depending side and

anges and

rear flanges relatively arranged to provide
- communicating chambers which extend lon-

citudinally of the seat and are closed at the
side and rear and open at the front, a spring-
drum mounted to rotate in the vertically-ex-
panded rear chamber of the seat, a strap on
said drum, extending thence into the forward
chamber and adapted to be drawn through
the open forward end of thelatter and a check-
hook connected with the forward end of said
strap. |

9. Aharness-saddle, comprising a seat hav-
ing a chamber formed within it and provided
within said chamber with spaced flanges, a
spring-drum supported by said flanges and
mounted to rotate between the same, a strap
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mounted on said drum and a check-hook con-

nected with said strap.
10. A harness-saddle; comprising a seat

vertically expanded at the rear and having

an upper wall, side walls and a rear wall rela-
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tively Hrranged to provide commumnicating
chambers closed at the top, sides and rear,
flanges in said rear chamber, a check-
hook altapted to move relatively to said seat
and a spring-actuated returning means for
said hook, connected therewith and arrangea
in said chambers and supported by said
flanges.

11. A harness-saddle, comprising a seat
vertically expanded at the rear and having
an upper wall, side walls and a rear wall rela-
tively arranged to provide communicating
chambers closed at the top, sides and rear,
spaced flanges in said rear chamber, said
fgmges having slots, a shaft supported by
said flanges and having its ends mounted in
said slots, a drum mounted to rotate on said
shaft, a spring connected to said drum and
shaft, a strap mounted on said drum, and a
check-hook connected with said strap.

12. A harness-saddle, comprising a cham-
bered seat having a bridge-piece at 1ts for-
ward end, a tree secured to said bridge-
piece, a check-hook adapted to move rela-
tively to said seat and a returning means for
said hook connected therewith and arranged
within the chamber in said seat.

13. Aharness-saddle provided with a cham-
ber arranged beneath the upper surface of its
seat, a supporting means arranged In said
chamber, a check-hook adapted to move rela-
tively to said saddle, and a returning means
for said hook carried by said supporting
means. |

14. A harness-saddle provided interiorly
with a chamber which is open at the front
end, a supporting means arranged In said
chamber, a check-hook outside said cham-

ber, and a returning means for said hook,

comprising a spring-drum which 1s mounted
in said chamber and upon said supporting
means and is provided with a strap which 1s
adapted to extend through the open front
end of the saddle, and is connected with said
hook. _

15. A harness-saddle provided interiorly
with a space which extends longitudinally
thereof, beneath its seat and 1s open at the
front, a supporting means arranged in sald
space, a connecting device movable outside
of saild space and in position to have its rear-
ward movement stopped by the front end of
said seat, and a returning means for said de-
vice, supported in said space and upon said
supporting means and provided with a strap
which extends longitudinally of said space
and is connected with said device.

16. A harness-saddle provided interiorly
with a space which extends longitudinally

816,450

thereof beneath its seat and is open at the
front, a supporting means arranged in said
space, a check-hook movable outside of said
space and in position to have its rearward
movement stopped by the front end of said

seat, and a returning means for said device, |

comprising a spring-drum mounted in said
space and upon said supporting means and
provided with a strap which extends longitu-
dinally of said chamber and is connected with
said hook.

17. A harness-saddle comprising a seat

and a tree and having a space between the

same, a bridge - piece extending across but
not closing one end of said space and con-
nected with said seat and tree, a lip connect-
ing the tree and seat with each other at the
end remote from said bridge-piece, and a re-
turning means adapted to be connected with
the bridle-rein and supported 1n said space.
18. A harness-saddle, comprising a cham-
bered seat having a bridge-piece at one end

and a lip at the other end, a tree one end of

which is secured to said bridge-piece and the
other end of which is engaged by said lip, a
movable check-hook, and a returning means
for said hook connected therewith and ar-
ranged in the chamber 1n said seat.

19. A harness-saddle, comprising a cham-
bered seat having a bridge-piece at one end
and a lip at its other end, a tree one end of
which is secured to said bridge-piece and the
other end of which is engaged by said lip, a
movable check-hook, and a returning means
for said check-hook, connected therewith and
arranged in the chamber in said seat, said re-
turning means comprising a spring-drum and
means extending through said seat and con-
necting said drum with said hook.

20. A harness-saddle, comprising a seat
and a tree, flanges projecting from one of the
same toward the other, a check-hook adapt-
ed to move relatively to said saddle and an
automatic returning means for sald hook
mounted between said seat and tree and sup-
ported by said flanges.

21. A harness-saddle, comprising a seat
and a tree, flanges projecting from one of the
same toward the other, a check-hook adapted
to move relatively to said saddle and an au-
tomatic returning means for said hook com-
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prising a spring-drum mounted between said

seat and tree and supported by said flanges.
In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two subscribing witnesses.
GEORGE L. FORMAN.
Witnesses:

Josiag B. GoTHRIGHT,
B S, Foore.
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