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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, RoseErT B. NELSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing in Corn-

planter township, in the county of Venango

and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Branch Clamps for Oil-Wells, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to improvements in
clamps used to connect oil-well rods with the
source of power which drives such rods: and
the object of my invention is to provide a
clamp of this class which will be capable of
connecting several rods of this class with a
single source of power and which will at the
same time permut any of the rods to be de-
tached from or attached to the clamp with-
out interrupting the working of the other
wells the rods of which are attached to the
same clamp. In those cases in which the
several rods leading one from each well are
attached directly to the source of power any
contingency which necessitates the detach-
ment ot one of the rods also necessitates the
shutting down of the whole plant: but by
means of my new clamp not only may a
larger number of wells be operated from a
single source of power, but a breakdown in
any of the wells will in no wise affect the
working of the other wells driven from that
source. Hurther, the wells of the same gToup
may be worked independently of each other
or all together from the same source.

In the drawings illustrating the principle
of my invention and the best mode now
known to me of applying that principle, Fig-
ure 1 shows my new clamp in working posi-
tion and operatively connected with the rods
from three wells driven through it by the
same source of power. Fig. 2 is a front ele-

vation. Fig. 31s an edge view. Fig. 4is an

side view of the back, and Fig. 5 is a simi-
lar view of the face of the clamp.

The back @ of the clamp is made in a single
piece and carries a loop b, to which is fastened
the rod ¢ of one of the wells. _
clamp is made in three parts, the upper half
being formied of a single piece, while the
lower half is made up of two similar pieces e
and 7. -

Referring particularly to Figs. 4 and 5, the
back @ is formed at itslower end with recesses
g, which register with the recesses ¢’ in the

The face of the

d

reception of the heads of the rods ¢’ and ¢”,

| face members ¢ and £ to form sockets for the 5¢

which lead to and operate the other two

wells. The upper end of the back a is formed
with a recess h, which registers with the re-
cess A’ in the face member d for the reception
of the headed lower end of the pitman s,
which is driven by the eccentric 5. _
The parts of the clamp are held together
by means of square-ended bolts k, which pass
through the bolt-holes m. |
To the sides of the clamp are secured
skackles n, to which a tie-line may be se-
cured, the other end of the tie-line being
made fast to a suitable holdfast—such as a
tree, post, stake, or the like—for the purpose
of preventing the clamp from turning, as it
may do in case the wells should pull with an

unequal tension one from the other or that

that they should lie at an angle from the line
of the driving power. o
From the foregoing description it will be
seen that not only does my new clamp enable
me to drive several oil-well rods from a single
source of power, but it furthermore enables
me to operate any one of the wells independ-
ently of the others and to detach or attach
any of the rods ¢ ¢’ ¢/ without interrupting
the working of the other well or wells. The
ends of the rods embedded securely in the
sockets in the clamp cannot pull out, nor can
such ends or heads pull off. .
The square ends on the bolts £ permit of
their ready removal, for the square ends pre-
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vent the bolts from turning when the nuts

are removed preparatory to pulling out the
bolts.

What I claim 1s—
1. As a new article of manufacture, a

clamp of the class described made up of a
back formed of a single piece; a face the up-
per half of which is made of a single piece and
the lower half of which is formed of two
pieces; and means for securing the parts to-
gether. | ,

2. As a new article of manufacture, a
clamp of the class described made up of a
back formed of a single piece and provided
with a loop for the attachment of an oil-well
rod; a face one half of which is made of a sin-
gle piece and the other half of which is
formed of two pieces; and means for securing
the back and face members together.

3. As a new article of manufacture, a
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clarip of the class described made up of a
one-part back and a multipart face secured
thereto; said back and face being formed
with a plurality of recesses for the reception
of headed rods, and the several parts of the
face being separately detachable from the
back to release a rod while holding the other
rods securely.

4. As a new article of manufacture, a
clamp of the class described made up of a
one-part back and a multipart face secured

thereto, the parts of the face being separately.

detachable from the back; and means for se-
curing a tie-line to said clamp.

5. In combination in a structure of the
class described, a driving mechanism; a mul-

816,361

tipart clamp which connects said meécharism

with a plurality of oil-well rods; said rods;
the parts of said clamp being separately re-
movable to detach one or more of said rods
while retaining the remaining rods in locked
condition. _

6. As a new article of manufacture, a
clamp made up of a back and a multipart
face secured thereto; the opp
said back and face being formed with codper-

ating recesses and the parts of said face being

separately detachable from said back.
ROBERT B. NELSON.
Witnesses: - '

J. D. TraAX,
MaBEL B. KLASE.
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