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~ Display-Cans, of which the following is a
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- No. 815,981,

Specification of Létters Patent.

Patented March 27, 1906.

- Appheation filed September 29,1906, Serial No, 280,594,

To @ZZ --w'];wm it may c@ncerm_ .
_Beit known that we, Frank Ruporpri and

WiLLiam A. GEIGER, citizens of the United

States, residing in Chicago, in the county of

Cook and State of Illinois, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Sheet-Metal
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Our invention relates to improvements in

sheet-metal display-cans for containing, ship-
3 ;gin-g, storing, and displaying for sale crackers,

akery goods, and other articles. L
The cans to which our invention relates are

large rectangular returnable cans, usually

some ten or twelve inches in each dimernsion,
1in which the front plate of the can is made of

brass or other burnishablemetal, so that when

- the can isreturned to the bakery to be refilled

- 1ts brass display front may be reburnished, |
and thus given a new and bright appearance
- suitable for containing the fresh crackers

- with which it isrefilled. In these cans a por- |

tion of the front plate is cut away, leaving an
opening closed by a glass plate through which

20

- the can, or other sign or advertisement. F«
a great many years past the name or sign has
usually been stamped up in raised or: em-

the contents of the can may be seen or dis-

the name of the bakery whose goods are in

Kor

- bossed letters on the brass front itself in the
~advertising mat or space left therefor above

35

“the d‘ispla,yfop’ening-. The raised or embossed

letters, however, are objectionable because

they offer an obstruction to the buffing-wheel

_ 1n the reburnishing operation and also a lodg-

40

ment for the buffing-powder around the bases

of the letters, making it difficult to cleanly or
pertectly remove the buffing-powder, and the -

raised letters in the sheet-brass are also in

time liable to be dented or battered or worn
through at the corners, and thus give the can

a dilapidated appearance, however brightly

~ the front may be reburnished, and the name

45

or sign stamped up in raised letters on the

sheet - brass 1s also not very distinct, and |
~ attempts have heretofore been made to over-
come these objections or difficulties in the old |
brass -front display-can with the embossed
- s1gn by providing the brass front plate of the.
can with a second opening above the display-

-~ opening and soldering pocket-piéces on the
- Inside of the brass front thereof adjacent to

. | t,hls SGCOnd._ OPGIllIlg and PI'OVi dlﬂg the c-a .

. e

1f not perfectly removed may come in con-

to be.refilled, and which will be of a sim-
ple, strong, and durable construction com- .
posed of few parts, and in which the sign-plate.

itselt will serve as the means for removably
holding the glass plate in place, and in which

gral devices for holding it removably in place,

parts to the inside of the brass

~customary display-o |
tion and a removable- inside-

cess 1n 1ts upper portion to receive an ex-

with a sheet-metal color-printed sign-plate gg
1tting on the inside of the front plate, as

shown and described, for example, in the Lar-

kin patents, Nos. 764,296 and 764,297, of July

'5,1904; but this Larkin construction of re-

movable sign-plate display-can materially
weakens the brass front plate by the addi-

tional opening therein and is more or less ob-~
Jectionable on account of its increased cost,
due to the several additional parts or pleces
| réquired and the labor and expense of solder-
ing them in place, and the operation of solder-
‘ing the sign-plate pocket-pieces on the inside
| of the brass front plateis liable to produce ver- -

digris or other poisonous compounds, which
tact with the food products placed in the can.
The object of our invention is to produce a

sheet-metal display-can having the custom-
ary display-opening inits front plate and are-
movable inside-fitting glass plate for closing
the same and provided also with a removable

75
sheet-metal sign-plate, so that the sign-plate

_ 0] n , - | may be removed while the brass front of the
played, and the cans also bear on their front | j

can is being reburnished when it is returned

the removable sign-plate shall also have inte-

and whereby all extra parts and pilecesmay =~
be entirely dispensed with, and also.thelabor,
expense, and danger incident to soldering

_ front plate
may be entirely dispensed with.  ~
~Our invention consists in the meanswe em-

‘ploy to practically accomplish this object or
| result—+that is to say, it consists in a display- -
can having in combination a brass or bur-

nishable-metal front plate furnished with the
ening in its lower por- .
_ ) itting glass -

plate and provided with a countersink or re-

100
ternal removable sign-plate and a removable -
sign-plate fitting on the outside of the front

plate and having an internal glass-plate
| bolder which projects through a slot or open-
ing in-the front plate and engages the upper
edge of the glass plate to hold the same re- .

105
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- our mvention.
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“cal section on line 3 3 of Kig. 2.

tall cross-section showing a modi

movably in place, the sign-plate being also
provided with an integral holder or device
tor holding the sign-plate removably 1n place
on the outside of the front plate.

- Our invention also consists in the novel
construction of parts and devices and 1n the
novel combinations of parts and devices
herein shown and described.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 1s a per-
spective view of a display-can embodying
Fig. 2 is a central vertical
section on line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Hig. 3 1s a verti-
g, 4 1s a
horizontal section on line 4 4 of IFig. 2. Ig.
5 18 a detail top view showing one corner of
the can-body. Fig. 6 is a detail rear view of
the removable sign-plate, and Fig. 7 1s a de-
' ication of
the integral tongue on the sign- plate for
holding the sign-plate in place.

In the drawings, A represents the three
sheet-metal upright side plates and B the

- sheet-brass or burnishable-metal front plate,

forming the body of the can, C the bottom
plate, and D the hinged cover. The bottom
plate C is secured by external folded seams ¢
to the lower edges of the side plates A and
front plate B. At the upright corners of the
body the sheet-metal sides A and front plate
B are united by internal folded seamsa. The
upright side plates A of the body have at

their upper ends horizontal right-angle

anges ¢, preferably about one-half inch in
width, and angle-flanges a?, the lower edges
of which meet and are soldered to the verti-
cal sides A, thus forming hollow triangular
stiffening and strengthening bars or braces

- A’ at the upper end of the can-body at three

A0
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sides thereof and at its remaining or {front
side a similar hollow triangular st:ffening and
strengthening bar A? having a correspond-
ing horizontal flange @’ and angle-flange a?.
At the corners of the body the meeting hori-
zontal flanges ¢’ and meeting angle-flanges
a® of the hollow strengthening bars or braces
A’ A? overlap each other and are securely
soldered together, thus forming a continuous

- hollow strengthening-bar all around the up-
50 P

er end of the can-body.

The brass front plate B has a display-open-
ing B’ 1n 1ts lower portion surrounded by an
inturned angle-flange b and a countersunk

portion B? surrounded by a marginal wall or

angle-flange 6, the countersink forming an
external seat or recess to receive the exter-
nally - fitting removable sheet-metal sign-
Elate F. The brass front plate B has a fold

* at 1ts upper edge to give a smooth upper
finish thereto, and it fits snugly against and
is soldered directly to and supported by the

hollow triangular strengthening-bar A* at the

front side of the can. The thin brass front
plate B 1s thus given a strong support at 1ts

1
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and better construction is produced than in

the cans heretofore in use, where a slot or pas-

sageway is left between the bar A? and the
front plate B for the removal and insertion of
an ins:de-fitting plate.

The hinged cover D has a right-angle n-
tegral flange d at three of its edges and a front
flange d’ of a separate piece and preferably
of brass to correspond to the brass front B of
the can-body. The lower edges ol the cover-
flanges d d’ have rolls or coils d?, embracing

a wire D/, which completely surrounds the

cover and forms also the pivot of its hinge.

It is a removable ns:de-fitting glass plate
held in place at 1ts lower end against the an-
ole-flange b, surrounding the opening B’ n
the brass front plate B, by a fixed guide I&’,
preferably of sheet metal and secured 1m-
movably in place by an angle-flange ¢ thercof,
which 1s embraced in the folds of the seam ¢,
which unites the bottom plate C with the
{ront plate B of the can.

The removable externally -fitting sheet-
metal s.gn-plate If, having the name or sign
printed or lithographed thereon n colors, fits
in its seat or recess formed on the outside of

the front plate B by the countersink B? there-
in and is removably held in place at 1ts lower

edge by an integral tongue or ton%ues fthere-
on, which project through suitable slots 6*1n
the front plate B at the base of the angle-
flange 0’. The integral tongue f on the s:gn-
plate has an integral extension or lip /* over-
hanging and engaging the inner face of the
olass plate I& at the upper end or edge there-
of and also preferably a shoulder or curved
portion f?, which projects over the upper
edge of the glass plate I&, and thus prevents
the glass plate from slipping upward or tilt-
ing inward. The removable externally-fit-
ting s'gn-plate itself thus comnstitutes the
means for removably securing the glass plate
I in place on the ins.de of the {ront plate, and
all separate glass-holder devices such as have
heretofore been employed are entirely dis-
pensed with.

The removable externally - fitting ysign-
plate ¥ is provided at its upper edge with an
imntegral sign-plate-holding device 7*, prefer-
ably 1 the form of an integral tongue on the
sign-plate, which 1s folded back on the sign-
plate at f* and projects, preferably, substan-
tially at richt angles to the sign-plate through
a slot b* 1n the front plate B at the counter-
sunk portion B* thereof. The integral sign-
plate-holding device f® has a hump or shoul-
der 13, which engages the edge b° of the {front
plate B, surrounding the slot §*, and thus se-
curely locks the sign-plate in place. When
the sign-plate 1s pressed into 1ts seat at 1ts up-
per edge, the spring-acting holder *1s sprung
downward by engagement with the edge b° of
the slot 0* until the shoulder or hump 7° on
the spring-holder f* passes the locking edge

65 upper end by the bar A% and a much stronger | 6°. In removing the sign-plate the mtegral
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- first put into the can through the open upper |

. e

Spring éigﬂfplate holder 7* is pressed down-

ward by the thumb or finger until its locking-
shoulder f° again passes the locking: edge b°.
The front plate B'is provided with a supple-

mental countersink or recess b® to receive the

folded portion f* of the spring-holder 73, and
thus permit the sign-plate to fit snugly and
flat against the countersunk portion B? of the
front plate. - - '

 In operation théfrémoira;ble. glass p__‘lé,te_ E 1s :

end or mouth of the can-body, with its lower

E ‘end or edge within the guide . The exter-
nally-fitting removable sign-plate E is then.
out 1n place on the outside of the front plate

;1ts glass-holding tongue or device J’ f*being

first inserted through the slot 5 and then by

- seated at its upper _ _
spring -acting integral holder f* forced into-
~ engagement with the locking or
- or device b° on the

20

25

1tself and for the glass plate—the removable

,_39

35

and may be readily removed

left comparative

the tilting movement of

the sign-plate F it 1s
edge or portion and its

holding edge

means—this cooperative combination of

- front plate, removable inside-fitting olass

furnished with integral holding devices for

plates K and F are both securely held in place
. emoved when required
and replaced, and at the same time the can is
given a very strong, simple, and durable con-

| ~ struction and 1s composed of few parts and

may be cheaply manufactured, and the inte-
rior of the can at, the front portion thereof is

the crackers contained in the can. -Our im-

~proved can thus possesses many advantages

45

~ bination with a_brass or burnishable-metal

55
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~front plate hav:

- over those heretofore in use both in respect to
simplicity and cheapness of construction and |

strength and durability and ef
eratlon. = '

clency in op-

In the 'mbdiﬁoaltidn 111ustra,ted111 Fig. 7 the |
sigr_l—plate—holding_tong,u_e /7 on the sign-plate

1s glven a loop form.

1. In a sheet-metal display-can, the com-

ng a display-opening in its

lower portion,

tting

said

ed.

therein, of a removable inside-fitting glass
plate, and a removable outside-fitting sign- | -
ue thereon en-
gaging the upper edge of the glass plate to |

plate having an integral tong

hold it in place, substantially as specified.
3.. In a display-can, the combination with

front plate. By this

tively smooth and free from pro-
. Jecting parts or devices liable to break or fray

and a countersink in its upper:

sign-plate.

| the front pl
i therein, of

plate, and a .removable outside-
| Plate having an integral tongue

1 substantially as specified.
- b.Ina

| nished with a

tongue projecting

‘the front plate having a

“the front

nished with a
-as specified. T
7. In a sheet-metal display-can, the com- -
_ plate having a display-
~opening therein, of an inside-fitting removy-
“able glass plate,and an outside-fitting remov-

bination with a front

turnished o . -
~with a shoulder overhanging the upper e(_ige |

rzo

. —
L.

a removable inside-fitting glass

ing the upper edge of the glass plate to

oa
hold 1t in place, said removable sign-plate be-

ing furnished with an integral spring-acting
_ through a slot in the front
plate to hold the sign-plate in place, substan- -

tially as specified. ~ ~ _
4. In a display-can, the combination with

ate, having a display - opening

tting sign-
thereon en-

display - opening

- u : .
. -
3_,!' C .

75

therein, a removable inside-fitting glassplate,

‘and a removable outside-fitting sign-plate-
~provided with a holder fo

display-can, the c‘meiﬁa,tiin with

removable outside-fitting sign-plate
glass plate,
30 P at its up-
with a holder for itself,
1ed, | S

- 6. In a sheet-metal display-can, the com-

| bination with a front plate having a display-
~opening therein, of an inside-fitting remov-
-able glass plate,and an outside-fitting remov-
-able sign-plate provided with a-tongue fur-
plate-holding lip, substantially

able sign-plate provided with a tongue fur-

‘nished with a plate-holding lip and also with
“a shoulder overhanging the upper edge of the

glass plate, substantially as specified.

opening therein, of an inside-

e

101 _ “bination with a front plate having a display-
- portion to form an external seat for a sign- | oy
‘plate, of a removable inside-fitting glassplate, |
and a removable outside-fi sign-
having integral holding devices for holding

glass plate and itself removably in place.
substantially as specified. ~ ° .7
2. Ina display-can, the combination with |
~the front plate having ‘a_display - opening

oge,ning ‘therein, of an 1nside-fitting remov-
able glass’ plate, and an outside-fitting re-
movable si

with a plate-holding lip and also

| of the glass plate, said sign-plate also having
a spring-acting tongue furnished with a lock-
ing-shoulder to hold said sign-plate in place,

substantially as specified. | -

plate having a display-

‘angle-flange and provided with a counter-
. sunk portion surrounded by an integral angle-

r the glass plate,

substan-

10. In a sheet-metal display-can, the com-
bination with a front
opening therein surrounded by an inturned

8o

plate having a display - opening -
th%lrein, a removable ins%de-—ﬁtti%g }grla,ssp pla,teg,
“and a
provided with a holder for the
~said sign-plate being also provided
- per portion
. | tially as speci
plate and removable outside-fitting sign-plate |

90.

95

(oo -

8. In a sheet-imetal display-can, the com-.
“bination with a front plate having a display-
all 1side-ntting remov--
~able glass plate, and an outside-fitting remov-
~able sign-plate provided with a
‘nished with a plate-holding lip, said sign-
| plate also having a spring-acting tongue fur-
_ locking-shoulder to hold said
sign-plate in place, substantially as specified.
9. In a sheet-metal display-can, the com-

105

tongue fur-

ITO

11§

sign-plate provided with a tongtuie -

125
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ﬂaﬁg’e, of .a removable inéide__—ﬁtting olass |

plate, a fixed guide engaging the lower end of
the glass plate, and a removable outside-fit-
ting sign - plate provided with an integral
tongue having an integral glass-holding lip
or extension engaging the upper end of the
olass plate, substantially as specified.

11. In a sheet-metal display-can, the com-
bination with a front plate having a display-
opening therein surrounded by an inturned
angle-flange and provided with a counter-
sunk portion surrounded by an integral angle-

~ flange, of a removable inside -fitting glass

20

plate, a fixed guide engaging the lower end
of the glass plate, a removable outside-fitting
sion-plate provided with an integral tongue
having an integral glass-holding lip or ex-
tension engaging the upper end of the glass
plate, said front plate having a slot through
the same at the base of the angle-flange sur-
rounding the countersunk portion of theiront
plate for said tongue to project through, sub-
stantially as specified. _

12. In a sheet-metal display-can, the com-
bination with a front plate having a display-
opening therein surrounded by an inturned
angle-flange and provided with a counter-
sunk portion surrounded by an integral angle-
flange, of a removable inside - fitting glass
plate, a fixed guide engaging the lower end of
the glass plate, and a removable outside-fit-
ting sign - plate provided with an integral
tongue having an integral glass-holding lip

~ or extension engaging the upper end of the

35

40

45

- 9°

55

olass plate, said removable sign-plate having
at its upper edge an integral spring-acting
sign-plate -holding tongue provided with a
locking shoulder or hump, substantially as
specified. 1

13. In a sheet-metal display-can, the com-
bination with a front plate having a display-
opening therein surrounded by an inturned
angle-flange and provided with a counter-

sunk portion surrounded by an integral angle-

flange, of a removable inside-fitting glass

plate, a fixed guide engaging the lower end of
the glass plate, and a removable outside-fit-
ting sign - plate provided with an integral
tongue having an integral glass-holding lip
or extension engaging the upper end of the
olass plate, said removable sign-plate having

at its upper edge an integral spring-acting .

sign-plate -holding tongue provided with a
locking shoulder or hump, and the front plate
having a supplemental countersunk portion
to receive the base or folded portion of said

815,981

sien - plate-holding tongue, substantially as
specified.

14. In a sheet-metal display-can, the com-
bination with a front plate having a display-

opening therein surrounded by an inturned

angle-flange and provided with a counter-
sunk portion surrounded by an integral angle-
flange, of a removable inside - fitting glass
plate, a fixed guide engaging the lower end of
the glass plate, and a removable outside-fit-
ting sign - plate provided with an mtegral
tongue having an integral glass-holding lip
or extension engaging the upper end ol the
glass plate, said front plate having a slot
through the same at the base of the angle-
flange surrounding the countersunk portion
of the front plate for said tongue to project
through, said removable sign-plate having at
its upper edge an integral spring-acting sign-
plate-holding tongue provided with alocking
shoulder or hump, substantially as specified.

15. In a sheet-metal display-can, the com-
bination with a front plate having a display-
opening therein surrounded by an inturned
angle-flange and provided with a counter-
sunk portion surrounded by an integral angle-
flange, of a removable inside - fitting glass
plate, a fixed guide engaging the lower end
of the glass plate, and a removable outside-
fitting sign-plate provided with an integral
tongue having an integral glass-holding lip or
extension engaging the upper end of the glass
plate, said front plate having a slot through
the same at the base of the angle-flange sur-
rounding the countersunk portion of the front
plate for said tongue to project through, and
the front plate having asupplemental counter-
sunk portion to receive the base or folded por-
tion of said sign-plate-holding tongue, sub-
stantially as specified.

16. In a display-can, the combination with
the front plate having a countersink to form
a seat for a removable external-fitting sign-
plate, of a removable external-fitting sign-
plate furnished with an integral tongue at its
lower end projecting through a slot in the front
plate and an integral spring-acting tongue
furnished with a locking hump or shoulder
and projecting through the slot m the front
plate at the upper part of the countersink
portion thereof, substantially as specified.

FRANK RUDOLPHI.
WILLIAM A. GEIGER.
Witnesses:

H. M. Muxpay,
PrARrL ABR_AMS.
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