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- To c:tZZ whom tt ma,y oonoern'

Speolﬁoa.tlon of Letters Pa.tent

‘Be it known that we, Wiriam E! WESTON

~ and GroRGcE WESTON, citizens of the Umted
' - States, and residents. of Kansas,City, in the
| 'oounty of Jackson and State of Missouri, have

- invented new and useful Improvements b}
__ '__Mell—Boxes y of whloh the follomng 1S &, Sp601—

.10

the distribution of mall by

20

h 'Tﬁcatlon

QOur mventron reletes to letter—boxes and

which are peculiarly adapted for facilitating
the mail-carrier

and also greatly feolhte,te the time and
trouble of the farmer in gethermg the mail
- after it is depomted in the box by the lettera"
- carrier. _
- To thle eud our mventlon oou31sts Wlth cer- |
- tain novel features and oombmetlons of dif-

ferent parts, which will be hefelﬂafter de- I

o _scrlbed and olelmed

- "box. F1

- part of Fig

Figu
Fig.4is alon-
2and Fig. 8. Fig. 5is a

¢ ¢ of Fig. 4. Fig.

o efep upon which a letter “ M’ is shown. -

. of any

45

. Having thus far briefly described our in-
s ve.utlon we will now proceed to more fully |
“describe it by referring to oorrespo_udmg
35
~ tion. _
o 1 illustrates the letter—-box mounted on a
R smtable support 2. Said box is constructed
' suitable meterla,l heavy galvanized
sheet metal bemg preferred and is construct-
~ ed, asshown mthmdeeSeud oval top 4, afront
- end 5 and a rear end 6, and a bottom 7.  The
- front end is provided. with a suitable door 8.
~ Said door is- pivotally secured to the sides 3
by means of a horizontal rod 9, the ends of
- said rods passing through the sides and riv- |
eted, as indicated at 10, the lower end of |
said door being secured to said rod by means-
- of bending over the rod and riveting, as in~
dicated by rivets 11.

numerals on the dremngs a,nd the speoﬁoa—_“

ig. 6, and is also indicated i m dotted lines 13

= in Flg 9. The. object. of this opening is to

55

- engage. a staple 14 Wheu the door is closed,
sald staple- bemg provided with' an opemng_'
15 to edmlt a seel or look for the purpose of_

| inforced -bottom or sup
more particularly to that class of letter—boxes; '

o - known and used as “‘ rural”’ letter-boxes and | proper support 2, as indicatedin Fig. 1

‘tween the bottom 7 -of the box proper and -
the reinforced bottom 18is an open space 19. - -
Mounted on said bottom are three cross-
‘beams 20, 21, and 22.

ire 1 1s7a side elevetlon of the ma,ll—_-_
2 is a front elevation of the same.
Fig. 3is arear end elevation.
gitudinal section of Fig. 1 indicated on lines
@« and b b of Fig.
- ;cross-sectlonel VleW ‘of the box taken on lmef
6 is a Vertloa,l section in
2, teken on line d d of Fig. 2,
partly mdloeted in dotted lines in the rear of '_
| a measure. seoure
the front. e e
A flap 29 is plvotelly moullted to the reer’ R
‘end of the box at.30 and 31 on the outside of go =
the head or plate 6, as shown. - Secured to = ==~ =

this flap at 82 is one end of a. chain 83. From -
| this pomnt it extends upward, passing through =~
‘a horizontal tube- 34, thet extends from end
to end of the box, pessmg out at 35 in the o
front end, then down and detachably engag-
mg a hook 36 at the front end of the box,as
2. Secured to the top of the box DR
“smaller flap 38. Painted on the_]- AR
outer fa,oe of this flap
shown. The: flap 29, already desorlbed is '. R
provided with a Welght 39, secured to its in- L
ner face adjacent to the lower. or curved
‘The ob]eot of said Welght s to 1m~ .~ . .
. part speedy action to the flap on its down-
The top of the door is
%rowded with an opening 12, as indicated at

_seen at Flg
at 37 18 .a

edge.

o | seourely closmg Iu order to add strength

Pa,tenteu Ma.roh 20 1906 . |

to our door, we have provided a thick block -

‘Said block is of correspond-

of wood or other material 16 as a reinforce-
‘ment thereto.

ing size and dimensions of the opening 17 in" -
the end of the box, as seen in Fig.

__ 5. The SO
| sides and ends of the box extend below the -

bottom 7 a sufﬁolent distance to receive g re- . .

port 18, the object of

is the letter “M,’

OX 18 .

| 6'5: . -:. _-
‘which ‘is to securely fasten the box toa =~
‘Be-

79 |
To the beem 20is se- . -
‘cured, by mea,us of an eyebolt 23, a spiral or = -
S 'hehoel spring-24. . Commumoetmg withsaid
spring -and. secured to the lower portion of -
‘the. remforoement 16 of the door 8 1s a chain 75 - .
or cable 25. Said chain passes through an.
| opening 26 of cross-beam 21, as shown. At e
the front end of the bottom 7 & small portion -
‘thereof is cut away at 28, which admits of the T
~chain passing freely to its engagement 28> to
‘the reinforcement 8, that closes the o ening
117, as shown.. The rear end of theIh _
“closed with a head or plate 6, which is riveted
“to the sides, top, and bottom of the box, asin-
dicated at Fl 1 and Fig..4, but is set beok a
‘sufficient dlstenoe from. the end to make it in

rom the storm the seme as-f_"";'. PR

05
ward descent and, further to cause it to over-
| come the friction incident to the draggingof =
| the chain 33 through the tube 34. The up-
per half of the reer head of the box above . -
‘the pivotal points 30 and 31 of the ﬂa,p 2918 1107 7. -
painted white, and the outer face of said flap
.1"29 is. elso pemted whlte s’o thet the end es_.,';-i_i'.".-

6o - ..
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seen In the positidn of Kig. 3,1s white, or nearly
The portion below the pivotal points 30
and 31 1s painted red, and the inner face of

said flap 29 1s painted red also, so that the

end, as seen 1n the position shown in Fig. 4,
will appear red, or nearly so.

When there 1s no mail in the box, the flap
38 1s tossed back and rests on top of the box,
as Indicated 1n Kig. 1, and the flap 29 is in

‘the position as indicated at Fig. 4. In plac-

ing the box in position on the support 2 near

‘the mail route the rear end of the box must
point or stand toward the farm-house or the
- point that the mail is destined for and the
front end of the box to stand adjacent to the
road, so that 1t will be convenient for the car-

- rier to deposit the mail. When the mail is

‘deposited by the carrier, he tosses the

ol . ap 38
from the position seen in Fig. 1 to the posi-

‘tion seen in Kig. 2 and also seenin Fig. 4, at
the same time releases the chain 33 from its
detachable fastening at 36, when the flap will

drop from 1ts position seen at Fig. 4 to the
position seen at Fig. 3, disclosing a white rear

end of the mail-box to the farmer for whom
the mail 1s destined, so thathe will know at a

 glance that there is mail in the box for him

without making a trip to the box in pursuit

~ of his mail, not knowing whether or not there

30

18 any maill i the box for him. If he sees the

- end of the box white before he starts, he is as-

40

sured thereis mail in the box.
When the farmer takes the mail from the
box, he first tosses flap 38 to the position seen

m Kig. 1, opens the door, and takes his mail

out, grasps the chain 33, pulls it down, and

fastens it to its fastening at 36. The door
will automatically close, or nearly so, by

means of the tension of helical spring 24.

We have further provided a stop 40, upon
which the lower portion of flap 29 rests when
1t 18 In the position seen at Fig. 3. 41 indi-

~ cates a knob secured to the door adjacent to
- the lower end of flap 38. The object of said

815,770

knob 1s for convenience in opening the door. 4z
We have further provided a stop 42, secured
to the under side of the projecting end of the
top of the box. The object of this stop is to

| be engaged by the flap 29, as shown when in

the position seen at Ifig. 4.
The object that we have in view in placing
the mitial “M”’ on the flap 38, as seen at Fig.

K0

| 2,1s to mndicate to the mail-carrier in passing

the box on his route that mail has been de-
posited by the farmer for him to deliver to
the post-office.

Having now fully described our invention,
what we claim as'new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 15—

1. In a mail-box of the character de-
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scribed rectangular in configuration, com-

prising sides, bottom and top, a front end and
a rear end, a door in the front end and a sig-
naling-flap adjustably mounted to the rear
end, cross-beams supporting the bottom of

| the box, a helical spring secured to one of the

cross-beams at one end, a chain communicat-
ing from the helical spring to the inside of the
door at the front end of the box adapted to
close the door when open; substantially as
described.

2. In a mail-box of the character de-

seribed comprising a body portion rectangu-
lar 1n configuration, a front end and a rear

end, a door 1n the front end and an adjust-
able flap mounted to the rear end, a tube
passing through and engaging the front end
and the rear end of the box, a chain secured
to the flap at the rear end passing through
the tube to the front end ; substantially as de-
scribed. '
- In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in the presence of two witnesses.

- WILLIAM E. WESTON.

. GEORGE WESTON.
- Witnesses: |

M. L. RyNEX,
GLENN K. Woobpcox.
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