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To a,ZZ wkem at maoy concern: '

- Be it, kllOWIl that I, CHARLES L UTHUS a |

citizen of the United Stetes residing at Hax-
vard, in the county of MeHenry and State of
have invented a new and useful

- fication.

This invention relates to frmt—plekers and

has for its object to improve the construction
and increase the eﬂiclency of dewces of th.'lS'

o -eha,reeter o

‘nafter fully described and claimed.
~ Inthe accompanying drawings, formmg a

part of this specification, and in whleh cor- | -
- responding parts are denoted by like desig-
nating characters, is illustrated the preferred
~ form of embodlment of the invention capable |

“With these and other obJects in Wew W]:ueh‘-
will appear as the nature of the. mventlon 1S
better understood, the same consists in cer--

tain novel features of eonstructlon as here—

© of carrying the same into practical operation.

~ Inthe dra,mnge, Figure 1 1s a perspective
view of the improved device.
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“Fig. 21s a lon-

gitudinal sectional elevation of the upper

_portion of the same.
- section, enlarged, of the handle portion of the
- device.
_-teele—dletendmg arms detached.
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Fig. 3 is a transverse

Fig.

4 1s a view of one of the: recep—-

turn connected at their lower ends to a hen—

~ dle member 15, the downwardly curving
- arms forming a depreselon between the Inner
- ends of the guideways at one side, as shown. |
Attached, as by tacks or similar means 16,
to the three outer sides of the guideways is a
~ receptacle 17, of canvas or other suitable
 fabrie, the receptacle formed to embrace the
- rod 12 and arms-13 14 and sewed or other-

wise secured around them. . By this arrange-

‘ment a depression is formed in one side of the
receptacle to facilitate the placing of the re-

- ceptacle beneath the frult to be plueked as

SR heremefter explained. - .
: - Slidably disposed in the guldeweys 10 11'
are blocks 18 19, preferably hollow and with
- the hollow sides presented to the guideways,
- with a cutting - blade 20 upon one of the
~ blocks for bearing against the other block

- when the two blocks are moved toward each

vice by its handle.

dlepoeed between them as herema,fter ex-
plained. Springs 2122 areeenneeted respec-

; twely, to the guldeways 10.11 and the blocks

118 19 and exerting their force to maintain the -
blocks
Frmt-Plcker of Whleh the fellewmg is a specl-_' '

yieldably at the outer ends of the

' Patented March 20,1906,
Apphcetlon ﬁled J une 9, 1905 Senel Nu 264,51(1, - | |
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guldeways or Wlth their adjacent ends sepa,_-_f;_ o

tween the guideways.

operated.

The handle member 15 is prowded with an
‘extension 26, slidable longitudinally thereon,
the member 15 having a collar 27 fast there-

on and embreemg the extension 26 and the

- | rated and at opposite sides of the space be-
Draw-cords 23 24 are -
‘connected, respectively, to the blocks 18 19
and lead mwardly and downwerdly and unite
~|.at 25 and lead thence to a point convenient =
to the hand of the operator holding the de-
Guerd-strepe 33 34 are
‘connected to the guideways 10 11 and ex-
tended over the blocks 18 19 to support them 7
- | in position and prevent dlspla,eement when

70

member 26 having a collar 28 fast thereon =

and embracing the handle 15, the collar 27

also having a clamp-screw 29 and the handle
‘member having a hand - grip 30. By this
means 1t is obvious that the extension mem-

ber may be adjusted,to any required extent :

to provide for any length of handle within

| the range of the. two members 15 and 26.
The improved device comprises. twe gulde— .

~ways 10 11, spaced apart and connected at.
- one side. by an outwardly-extending curved
- rod 12 and connected at the other side by two |
. vertically-curving arms 13 14, the latter in

The member 26is formed with a rib 3 1,and

of the connection between the parts. By

by the arms 13 14 and spaced guideways

10 11 over the fruit with the cutter 20 op~
posite the stem and then pulling downward
“upon the draw-cords to cause the blocks 18 19
to-move inwardly and sever the stem. The
fruit is thus saved from i injury or irom being

‘bruised by fellmg or eommg in contact with
‘hard substances. - -

The device is 81mp1e in eonstruetmn can

Tectually for the purposes described.

the member 15 is prowded with a corre-
‘sponding channel 32 to increase the stability

| this simple arrangement the fruit may be

| quickly plucked and dropped into the recep-.
tacle 17 by passing the open space formed

100

be inexpensively manufactured, and will op~ -
erete e

-~ Having thus descrlbed the invention, what - o

18 claimed 18—

- 1. In a fruit- plcker 2 supportmg _frame
having guideways speced apart and disposed

105

in alinement lon 1tud1nell of the frame, a o

receptacle Sl]_SpeIlded from seld frame, bleeks_ o

N slidable in the guideways, a euttmg—-blede car-
e 55 other and thus severmg the stem of the frmt | rled by one of the bloeks and means to slmul- 110

80 ..
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taneously move the blocks toward and away
from each other to cause said blade to sever
the stems of fruit underneath which said re-
ceptacle 1s placed. '

2. In a fruit-picker, a receptacle, blocks
disposed for movement in longitudinal aline-
ment above said receptacle, one of said blocks

~having a cutting-blade, and means for simul-
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taneously moving said blocks toward an
away from each other. -
3. In a fruit-picker, a supporting-frame
having guideways spaced apart and disposed
in alinement longitudinally of the frame and
with a depression in said frame between said
guideways, a receptacle suspended from said
trame and with a depression corresponding to
the depression in said frame, blocks shdable
in said guideways, a cutting-blade carried by
one of the blocks, and means for simultane-
ously moving the blocks toward and away
from each other. , ' |
4. In a fruit-picker, a supporting-frame
having guideways spaced apart and disposed
in alinement longitudinally of the frame, a
handle having outwardly and upwardly ex-

tending arms connected respectively to said
' %ruideways and forming the supporting-

ame thereto, blocks slidable in said guide-
ways, a cutting-blade carried by one of the
blocks, and means forsimultaneously moving
the blocks toward and away from each other-:

5. In a fruit-picker, a supporting -frame
having guideways spaced apart and disposed
in alinement longitudinally of the frame, a
handle having outwardly and upwardly ex-
tending arms connected respectively to said
cuideways and forming the supporting-
frame thereto, an outwardly-curving bar con-

- necting the guide members at the other side,
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50 ed to maintain said blocks yieldably in with- |

blocks slidable 1n said guideways, a cutting-

blade carried by one of the blocks, and means
for sitmultaneously moving the blocks toward
and away from each other.

6. In a fruit-picker, a supporting-frame

having guideways spaced apart and disposed-

in alinement longitudinally of the frame, a
receptacle suspended from said frame, blocks
slidable in said guideways, a cutting-blade
carried by one of the blocks, springs connect-

815,660

drawn position, and meansforsimultaneously
moving sald blocks into engagement.

7. In a fruit-picker, a supporting-iframe
having guideways spaced apart and disposed
in alinement longitudinally of the frame, a re-
ceptacle suspended {rom said frame, blocks
slidable in sald guideways, a cutting-blade
carried by one of the blocks springs connect-
ed to maintain said blocks yieldably in with-
drawn position, guard-straps connected to
sald guide members and bearing over said
blocks, and means for simultaneously mov-
ing said blocks into engagement.

8. In a fruit-picker, a supporting-frame
having guideways spaced apart and disposed
in alinement longitudinally of the frame, a
receptacle suspended from said frame, a han-
dle connected to said frame, hollow blocks
slidably arranged in said guideways with
their open sides presented to the same, a cut-
ting-blade carried by one of the blocks, springs
within said blocks and connected at one end
to the blocks and at the other end to the
cuideways, and draw - cords connected re-

spectively to said blocks and leading in-

wardly therefrom and thence to a point on
sald handle convenient to the hand of the op-
erator.

9. A fruit - picker comprising a handle,
spaced guideways carried by the handle and
disposed transversely thereof, slides working

in the guideways, a cutting-blade carried by
one of the slides, and means to move the

slides toward and away from one another.

10. A fruit-picker comprising a handle, a
pair of spaced guideways carried by the han-
dle transversely of the same and offset at one
side of said handle, a receptacle hung {from
the guideways and open throughout its top,
slides working in the guideways, a cutting-
blade carried by one of the slides, and means
for moving the slides toward and away from
one another.

In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES L. UTHUS.
- Witnesses:
| C. JosepH KELLY,
Caarres E. MoGHIE,
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