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To all wham it may CONCern: .
Be it known that I, CHARLES F. FARRAR a
citizen of the Unlted States of America, re-

siding at Howell, in the county of Llwngston_-

and State of Mlc]:uga,n have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Rural Mail-
Boxes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being: had therem to the ac-

~ companying drawings.

‘o |
o 'maﬂ—-boxes for rurel mail-routes; and its ob-

This invention relates to 1mproveme11ts in

~ ject is to prewde a suitable box for the pur-
- pose having an indicator which will be. auto-

- struction which is cheap to manufacture and
 not liable to get out of order, all as hereinaf-
ter more fully described, reference being had
to the accompanying drawmgs in which—
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matically operated by the placing of mail in
the box or 1ts removal therefrom to indicate

such fact and to provide a very simple con-

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a device
embodying the invention, and Fig. 2 an en-

- larged 1ong1tud1nal vertlcal section of the
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,- 'rectangula,r receptacle or box. which may be

same with the cover raised. o
- As shown in the drawings, 1 represents

. made of any suitable material and in any de—
. sired size or form, and 2 is a cover or top
~_ hinged at one side to said box and preferably
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1nclmed and provided with a flange or skirt

‘extending downwardly over the edge of the

"~ box to effectually shed and exclude the rain.

N - In oneendof the box is an opening 3 through_ _
~which the mail is placed in the box, ‘and this
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opening 1s closed by a door 4, hlnged within
the opening at its upper edge to swing inward

- Pivoted at 6 mtermedmte 1ts ends upon |
C ”a,ny suitable support within the box near the.
rear wall thereof and adjacent to the'end pro-
vided with the door is a rod 7, and on the
- long end 8 of this rod is an. mdlcetorg formed |

of sheet metal and projecting through a slot
in the bottom of the box. Above the short
end 10 of the rod and adj acent to the door a

~weighted pendant or letoh 11 is pivoted at 12
bo the rear wall of the box to norme]ly ha,ng-

. Apphcetmn ﬁled Novemher 4, 1905 Semel No, 285 807

1ts

by gramty vertlcally downward in. engege—

‘ment with said short end of the rod and 1s of I

‘such a length that when so engaged said

short end will be held downward and the long
within the box

ward toward the pivot 6 of the rod, thus re-
leasing the rod and permitting the same to

drop by the weight of its long end and at-
‘tached indicator, which will be projected
some distance through the slot in the bottom
of the box to indicate that there is mail in the

box.-
wall of the box to engage the upwardly-ex-
‘tending end of the latch above its pivot and

A stop-pin 13 is provided on the rear

prevent the latch from swinging downward

_towe,rd the door beyond.its vertical position.

Attached to the long end 8 of the r0d 7 near
lexible wire 14, and
1 the opposite end of said end is a,tteched to
the cover 2 a short distance outward from
its hinge-line, so that when the cover is lifted
“and swung backward on its hinges it will pull
~on the cord, thus rocking the rod on its pivot
~and raising the indicator.

‘thus rocked by the cover, its short end is low=

pivot 6.is a cord -or

ered, thus permitting the latch to swing

| downwa,rd by gravity from the positionshown.
in dotted linesin Fig.2,into whichit wasswung
by the insertion .of meﬂ to engage said short
end of the rod and hold the indicator relsed_ ST
| or retracted. o
-and weighted or enlarged to form a weight at |
its lower edge, so that it will close by gravity,
“a flange 5 being provided on its lower edge to
engage the inner surface of the box and pre-
- ventthe door from swmgmg outward through-__
- the opening. )

‘With this constructlon the mdlca,tor is au-

tomatically displayed when the mail is placed
1in the box and 1s automa,tlca,lly retrected to .
indicate that the box is empty when the mail
is removed, and, if desired, a lock may be ~
| used on the box to prevent the removel of
mail, and it will be necessary to unlock it only_
-'when there is mail to remove. T
Having thus fully descrlbed my mventlon S
,What Iclaimis— = : -
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end raised, thus holdmg the 111d10et0r l]fted
The pendant 11 is so posi--
| tioned relative to the door 4 that when the
‘door i1s swung inward to permit the insertion
of mail said door will engage the pendant or
latch below its pivot and swing the same in-

6o
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When the rod is -

__:9'0.:.' .
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1. The combmatloxi Wlth aQ maﬂ—bex of a,_. o

movable cover for said box, a door in said

..1~ee"'
‘box for the insertion of meﬂ an indicator .
‘adapted to be released by the movementof -
the door to permit the mdlcator to move to

| 1138 dlSplay p031t10n and means connectmg
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the cover and indicator to move the indicator |

from its display position when the cover is
moved.

2. The combination with a mail-box, of a

hinged cover for said box, a door in said box
for the insertion of mail, a gravity-indicator
adapted to be released by the opening of said
door, and means connecting the cover and
sald indicator to raise the indicator when the
cover 1s raised. | '

3. The combination with a mail-box, of a
door 1n said box, a pivoted indicator, means
for locking the indicator in one position
adapted to be engaged and operated by the
door to release the mdicator when said door
18 opened.

4. The combination of a mail-box, having
a slot, an mdicator within said box adapted

to be projected through the slot, a door in

sald box adapted when opened to release the

indicator to permit the same to be projected,
a cover hinged to the box, and means within
the box connecting the cover and indicator to
retract the indicator when the cover israised.

5. The combination with a mail-box, of a
gravity - indicator pivoted intermediate its
ends, a door in said box, and a gravity-latch
adapted to engage the indicator at one side of
1tspivot to hold thesame inits raised position,
and adapted to be engaged and moved by
sald door to release the indicator.

6. The combination with a mail-box, of a
cover hinged to said box, a rod pivoted inter-
mediate 1ts-ends, an indicator carried by said
rod at its opposite end, a gravity-latch to en-
gage the indicator at one side of its pivot and
hold the same raised, a door to close an open-
ing in-the box adapted to engage and operate
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the latch, and means attached at one end to

the indicator at the opposite side of its pivot 40

and at its opposite end to the cover to raise
the indicator when the cover is lifted.

7. The combination of a mail-box having a
slot, a cover hinged to the box, a rod pivoted

intermediate its ends within the box, an in- 45

dicator on one end of said rod adapted to
project through the slot in the box, means at-
tached at one end to the rod between the
mdicator and the pivot of the rod and at its
opposite end to the cover, a door to close an
opening 1n the box, a gravity-latch pivoted
to the wall of the box adjacent to said door to
engage the end of the rod at the opposite side
of 1ts pivot and adapted to be engaged by
sald door when the same is opened.

8. The combination of a mail-box having :

slot 1n its bottom and an opening in one end, ,

a cover hinged to said box, a rod pivoted in-
termediate its ends within the box and form-
ing a long end at one side of its pivot and a

short end at the opposite side;, an indicator

on the long'end of sa1d rod to project through
said slot, a cord secured at one end to the rod
between its pivot and the indicator, a door
operating by gravity to close said opening in
the end of the box, and a gravity-latch pivoted
to the wall of the box adjacent to said door to
be engaged and turned thereby and to engage
the short end of the rod and hold theindicator
raised. -
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In-presence of two witnesses:
CHARLES F. FARRAR.
Witnesses:
KEBENn L. HARRINGTON,
Orro F. BArRTUEL.
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