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To all whom it may concern:
- Beit known that I, Jamsg L. THOMAS, & citi-

“had therein to

 Aoplioation fled January 10,1005, Serial No, 241,720,

zen of the United. States,r681d1ng at Winlock, |

improved devices whereb

~of a team, as when descending an incline;
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‘sirable
‘about.

-and afurther object of the invention is to pro-
- vide means operated by the driver for pre-
‘venting such braking action where it is de-
to move the vehicle unobstructively

Theinvention consistsin the novel construc-

“tion ‘and adaptation of parts, as hereinafter
“described, and illustrated

ing drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a plan view of the forward run-

~ ning-gear of a wagon, showing an embodi-

- view.
- In the drawings the reference-numeral 1

© 30

ment of my invention.  Fig. 2'is a side ele-
‘vation of the same, including a portion of the
a.longitudinal sec-

wagon-body. Fig. 3 is

tional view. Tig. 4 is a detail perspective

represents the front axle of a wagon; 2, the
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longitudinal T-shaped

beam, and 5 the - tongue provided with
cheek-pieces 6.° Secured to the inner.sides

of the hounds and contacting with the said
tongue-cheeks are guide-boxes 7, having a

- tending transversely through the tongue and
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cheeks and into the said. slots of the guide-
boxes is a fulerum-rod 9, having heads 9’ i
which register with the enlarged portions of
the said slots and act to prevent the spread-
ing of the hounds and the dislocation of the

tongue, A brake-beam 10 is fixedly con--
nected to the under side of the tongue and ex- _
“tends transversely beneath the said hounds |
- to the outer sides of the wheels and carry ad-.

jacent of their outer ends brake - shoes 11,

adapted to be engaged with the peripheries
of the wheels when they are moved back-

wardly with the wagon-tongue.

seated in supports 12is a bar 13, which is bent

- In proximity of its ends forwardly and thence
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down to form hooked ends 14, adapted to en-

ter apertures 15, providedin the tops of boxes

In to' the accompanying drawings.
~ The object of the invention is to provide
_ y the brakes can be
quickly and reliably applied by the backing

In the accompany-

slot 8 in each. Ex-

KExtending across the tongue and--f}tiltablyl
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| 7 and immediately. to the rear of the bar- |
heads 9’ when they are in their. foremost po-
| . sition, and thus furnish means for locking
* In the county of Lewis and State of Washing- | ' ) '
ton, haveinvented certain new and useful Tm-
provements in Wagon-Brakes, of which the
following is a specification, reference: being

| the brake in its inoperative position. Inter
‘mediate of the bar 13 is an upwardly-extend-

. .
1ng and forwardly-bent arm 16, which is con-

nected at its elbow by a contractile spring 17 s o
with an eyebolt 181in the tongue and tending |

to withdraw the said hooked ends of the bar

from their locking position when the wiper- :
-arm 19 of the controlling-lever 20 is moved = .

forwardly, as shown in Fig. 3. This wiper-

arm is desirably formed by offsetting a por-
tion of a bar 21 between the journal-bearings’
22, which are secured to the wagon-bed 23.

On one of the ends of the bar 21 is formed or

‘posttions. - - . | .
A bell-crank 26 is fulcrumed by a pin 27 in -
‘bearings 28, attached to the tongue, and has.
one of its arms 26’ connected by link 29 and

ﬁin829’ to the aforesaid arm 16 of the locking-
ar. Theother arm 26’ of this crank is ser-

| provided a lever-handle 24, which extends =
| through a keeper 25,-attached to the bed and
provided with indents or notches 25, located

| to recerve and retain the handle in various sef 75
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rated along its under side for the purpose of

providing hooks or ratchet-teeth adapted to -
severally engage with a loop attachment 30, -

secured to the beam 4 in. order to.hold the

brake against forward movement either in its

disengaged or engaged positions. -In the lat-

ter case the bar 13 would after being tilted

forward torelease the rod 9 from engagement
with the hooked ends be moved back to let

‘the teeth of the arm 26" engage with the at-

90.'_-_

tachment 30, while the handle 24 of the con-

trolling-lever would be then caught in the
proper one of the keeper-notches 25’ to pre-
vent the said spring from disconnecting the
engaged hook from the said attachment.
The operation of the invention will be un-

derstood from the foregoing 'de_Scriptior_i and

needs no further mention here.

~Among the advantages of the invention is
‘not only the ability of braking a vehicle by
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the backing of the team, but in its reliability .

through the braking devices being connected

integrally with the tongue, also in the means '

of securing said devices in inoperative posi-

tions as well as means for locking the brakes

when engaged. = It is simple and inexpensive =
n construction and is particularly adapted for

use on wagons carrying heavy loadsin a hilly

| country, which necessitates the employment

II0
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of few and substantial parts, thus obviating

as much as possible all danger of getting out
or order. ' '

Having described my invention, what I

¢laim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 15—

A wagon - brake comprising a tongue, & .

beam rigidly secured to said tongue, brake-
shoes rigidly connected to said beam, slotted

boxes provided with apertures secured to the

wagon-hounds, a bar slidable with the said
tongue and projecting interiorly of the said
boxes, a locking-bar provided with hooked

ends adapted to enter said apertures, a spring
tending to withdraw the said hooked ends 13
from the apertures, and means actuated by
manual power for seating said hooked ends of
the locking-bar in their respective said aper-
tures. |

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature 20

| in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES L. THOMAS®.

Witnesses:
ANDREW JOHNSON,
(GEORGE l. BROOKS.
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