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. To all whom it may concerm: -~ - -

-as will enable those skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

1O
~and the object thereof is to provide improved
- ~devices of- this class which are particularly

- designed for use in connection with shoes and

- -other articles of apparel—such as corsets,
- used 1 connection with belts
-ous other purposes.

 2c
- aratepartsof myimprovement are designated

by suitable reference characters in each of:

-the views, and in which-— =

- Figure 1 is a front view of a shoe provided
with my improved fastening device or de-
 wvices; Fig. 2, a plan view showing my im-
provement applied for the purpose of con-
~ necting the ends of a belt or similar article;

~~ Kig. 3, a section on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2, but
on an enlarged scale; and Fig. 4, a section on
- the line 4 4 of Fig. 1 and also on an enlarged

.25’

scale..

In the drawings formlng pai‘t'afthis -_Speci{-'

fication, reference being made to Fig. 1, I

35 have shown my fastening device or devices

~ type and provided with front flaps or

40
~parts, keepers b. The keepers b are oblong

~ arated to form jaws between which is a nar-

o 55

- This invention relates to fastening devices;

gIOVBS, and the 11].{6—1)111; Whlchma,y &IS o be
and for Vari-_

- nying drawings form a part, in which the sep-

~ applied to a shoe, and the shoe shown in the
~drawings 18 a low - cut _shoetof the B}}}cher
les a@.
In the practice of my invention, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 4, I secure to the edges of the
flaps or flies @ and between the separate parts
~of sald edges, said flaps or flies being usually
made double or composed of outer and inner

- 1n form and composed of sheet-metal strips
- folded centrally, as shown at b* in Fig. 4, to
- Torm outer and inner members * and b4, sep-

- row slot or opening 4° the inner jaw b* being
flat and smooth throughout its length, while
-~ the outer jaw b® is raised and curved, so as to |
form a space 0°, which is substantially wedge-
shaped 1 form, and the end of the jaw 5% is-
preferably curved outwardly and upwardly
and backwardly, as shown at 7, solas to hold |

O Qb Whom Leer - -7 | the outer material %® of the corresponding
~ Beit known that I, WiLLiaM PETER SMITE- | f
~ EM, a citizen of the United States, residing at
.+ Crystalrun, in the county of Orange and State
5 of New York, have invented certain new and
- useful Improvements in Fastening Devices,
‘of which the following is a specification, such

ap or fly, while the lower jaw b* at its end is

| curved downwardly or inwardly and back-

wardly, asshown at b?,in order to hold thein-
ner thickness of the flap or fly, between the 6o

parts of which the said keepers are placed.
- The keepers b may be secured between the
separate parts of the flaps or flies ¢ in any de-

| -sired ‘manner, and in connection with said
‘keepers I employ a strip or tongue ¢, which 65
18 slightly wider'at one end than at the other, -

and the edges of which are provided with
| beads, folds, or thickened members ¢?, which
‘are also substantially wedge-shaped in cross- -
| section 1n the form of construction shown 7o

and which in the form of construction shown

, . |are formed by folding the edges of the strip
- .The mvention is fully disclosed in the fol-
- lowing specification, of which the accompa-

or tongue ¢; but the thickened or beaded edge
portion of thestrip ortongue ¢ maybeformed
in any desired manner.  Whenever it is de- 45
sired to fasten the shoe, the wider end ¢ of
the strip or tongue ¢ is held so that the ends
¢*'of the side beads or thickened portions ¢?
of said strip or tongue will passinto the bot-

tom keepers b at ¢® in Fig. 1, and the strip or 80
‘tongue ¢ 1s pulled upwardly into the position

shown in.said figure, and in this operation the
beads or folds ¢* pass through all the keepers
b on the opposite side edges of the flaps or
ftlies @ and the said flaps or flies are connect- 8g

ed. Thelower end of the strip or tongue ¢
1s-also preferably provided with a transverse
roll, bead, or thickened portion ¢®, which

‘serves as a stop to prevent the strip or tongue

¢ from being drawn upwardly too far and also go
to facilitate the downward movement of said =~
strip-or tongue or the operation of pulling

the said strip or tongue downwardly when

1t 1s desired to unfasten the shoe. When it
18 desired to unfasten the shoe or take it off, 93
the strip or tongue ¢ is pulled downwardly

about two-thirds of its length, and the shoe

then may be easily removed from the foot,

and in order to fasten the shoe after it has

been pulled onto the foot all that is neces- 1co
sary 18 to pull the strip or tongue ¢ into the

position shownin Fig. 1. Any suitable means
may be provided, if desired, to hold the strip
or tongue ¢ 1n its uppermost position orin the = -

last-named position; but as a general thing 10 5_--

no extra devices for this purpose will be re-
quired, as iriction alone will be sufficient to
retain the strip or tongue ¢ in its normal or

operative position. - - N
The particular shape of the keepersbin lon- 110
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oitudinal section asshown in Fig. 4is prefer-
ably adaptedin order to make the bottom jaw
or member b* substantially flat, so that it will
not interfere with the instep, and the sepa-
rate jaws b* and b* may be made independ-
ently (see Fig. 3) &nd may be secured to-
get, '161' to form the shank or projecting mem-
ber d, which in the form of construction
shown is formed by folding a single strip of

metal, as at b*, and one of the features of the

invention consists in placing theslots or open-
ings b° in the keepers b parallel with and flush

with the inner side of the bottom or inner
jaws b* of said keepers, so that the enlarged or

protruding portion of said 3 jaws and the corre-
sponding side edges of the bead or strip ¢ will

extend outwardly from the mstep when the

fastening device or devices are in operation.
The keepers 6 have small transverse di-
mensions, and this renders the flaps or
the shoe, or the shoe over the instep when the
shoe is in use, more flexible and prevents my

improved fastemnw device from interfering
with the use of the shoe.

In Figs. 2 and 3 I have shown my 1mprove-

ment applied for the purpose of connecting

the two ends of a belt e. In this illustration
of the operation or use of my improved fas-
tening device or devices the keepers b are not

covered ; but the shanks d thereof are secured

to the ends of the belt ¢ and the strip or
tongue cis used 1n the same manner asin Ifigs.
1 and 4, and with this exception the construc-
tion shown in Figs. 2 and 3 i1s the same as that
shown 1n HKigs. 1 and 4. It will be under-
stood, however that the keepers 6 shown in
Figs. 2and 3 may be covered, if desired, and 1t
is not absolutely essential that the keepers

shown in Figs. 1 and 4 be covered, as i1t will
be apparent that in some cases, and espe-

cially in the cheaper grade of shoes, these

keepers may be exposed, as shown in Kigs. 2
“and 3.

My improved fastening device may be ap-

lies of

815,561

plied for various other purposes in addition to
devices herein shown and described.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

{. The herein-described qute,mnfr devices
designed for connecting the ends or edfres of
flexible articles consmtmn* of keepers secured
to said ends or edges, said keepers being of
small transverse dimensions and flat on their
mner sides and outwardly curved on their
outer sides, and being provided with slots or
openings pamllel with and flush with their
inner sides, and a flexible strip or tongue pro-
vided with thickened or beaded edfres adapt-
ed to be drawn through said heepers the said
strip or tongue being tapered from one end to
the other, substa,ntmlly as shown and de-

scribed.

2. The herein-described fastening devices
designed for connecting the ends or edges of
Hlexible articles, consisting of keepers se-
cured to said ends or edges, said keepers be-
ing composed of a narrow strip of metal {old-
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ed transversely and being of small transverse

dimensions and flat on their inner sides and
outwardly curved on their outer sides, and

being provided with openings par allel with
and Aush with their inner sides at the end
thereof, and a flexible strip or tongue the
edges of which are thickened on the outer side
thereof and adapted to be drawn through
said keepers, said strip or tongue being ta-
pered from one end to the othel substan-
tially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregomng as
my invention I have signed myname, in pres-
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 9th
day of September, 1905,

WILLIAM PETER SMITIHIEM.

Witnesses:
HerBErT B. RoYCE,
JoaN G. WILKIN.

70

75

30



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

