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- zen of the United States , Tesiding in the city
of Omaha, in the county of ‘Douglas and |
State of Nebraska, have.invented a new and
useful Improvement in Can-Openers ,of which
- the following is a specification. -
-~ can-opening keys, -~ o
. The object of my Invention is to provide a
- simple and Inexpensive - Instrument which.

- may be given away with each and every can,
- thesame ashas heretofore been the practicein
. respect to the ordinary wire keys commonly
L8 _ ar

- Ing-strip cans and which will serve not only
s a key for opening the can by winding the |
. Tip-strip thereon, but also as a ‘can-opener in
~ case the rip-strip should break or run out in
the winding operation and which may also

20

~ tongued tearing - strips. In' the ordinary
- tongued tearing-strip cans such as are opened
by wire keys heretofore in use it irequently-
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S G, wheh it Bk cr e ot
~ leaving the can only partially opened, and in |

 means for completing the opening of the can.
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-+ spective view of a combined. can-opener and
- key embodying my invention and showing -
- the same partly inserted through th |
 the can for use as a can-opener, Hig. 21s a
> similiar view illustrating the operation of the

i W T

- off or run out in the attempt to open the can
- by means of the rip-strip, Fig, 4 is a dia-
- gram  view illustrating the operation of |
~ keys from a strip of sheet-steel without
- terial waste, it being one of the necessary con-:
.?,ditio_n_s,-fo'r.___pr'actica:lly;facoompl_.iShing‘_the]f"ré_-*' |
. sult which is the object of my invention that |

To att whom it may congern:

- ployand herein shown and described for prac- |
- tically accomplishing this object or result, and |
- more particularly specified in the claims,

- Invention as a key for opening the can by
- winding a tongued tearing-strip around the:
~same. Fig. 3 1s a similar view illustrating |
“the operation of mbined. '
‘and key in completing the operation of open-
‘Ing the can affer the rip-strip has been broken

Be it known that I, Lex C. Smarp, a citi~

serve to open cans having no. rip-strips or

happens that the rip-strip is only torn for a

such cases the ordinary wire keys afford no

My invention consists in the means I em-

In the accompanying drawings , forming a

my combined can-opener

stamping out my combined ean-openers and
mé-

thecombmed -.'Etblol'b:e_:ca e
cheaply manufactured, as otherwise it would N
_be 1mpractical to furnish one with each can

| thin and flat may be conveniently a

| tongtie of the tearin

pable of being very

the same as is done with the ordimary wire S

keythGI'et—OfOi'e‘iIl use.

~ In the drawings, A répreSéﬁts ‘a sheet-
| metal can, and B is m; ‘combined can-opener

| My combined can-opener and key is -
{ stamped out of thin sheet-steel and com-
-prises a shank or handle portion b, furnished
~with a slot b’ at its end adapted to receive the
tongue « of the rip-strip a’ of the can A, 50 .
- that the rip-strip may be wound around the = .
furnished with key-opening or tongued tear- | ' -

agonally-extending slot 5?, forming a cutting

edge 8%, and two forks b 55, the outer fork bt -

4

~causesit to be readily severed.
- As will be seen irom Fig. 4, my combined «
~sheet-steel can-opener may be
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“key and the can thus opened, the same as =
with the ordinary wire keys heretofore so
generally and universally in use for this pur- ' -
‘pose. At its opposite end my combination o
-can-opener and key is furnished with a di- = C

.-79 SO

-having a rounded heel 3¢ and terminating in =~ |
| & sharp point ¥, adapted to be readily in~
serted through the sheet metal of the can.
The mner fork 3¢ has an angle flange or guide |
| 0%, preferably turned at right angles to the.
plane of the sheet-steel opener B and adapted
-to bear against the metal of the can in ad-
| vance .of the point thereof engaged by the -
| cutting edge when the device is used as a can-.
opener or cutting instrument for opening the s
can. - The inner arm or fork b and 1ts flange -
| 0° by its engagement with the can adjacent = .
“to. the point where the cutting is being done -
serves as a fulcrum when the m '

given a rocking movement in the direction of go

8o . |

3 | o

Wing | 1ts plane, and thus causes the cutting edge b* = -
‘body of ﬁ_-,{t'o-b,e:‘draw_ll-acrpss_3 the sheet metal of the can o
> a | at the .-pbint’wher_e:itzis -'.being'-cut;__:_'a,nd- thus R

enabling the same to be readily and cheaply - .
manufactured and at very slight cost over ST S
{ the cost of the sheet-steel itself by the pound. roo ~.- .. 1.
My combined can-opener and key being o
-each can and laid flat against either the top e
‘or bottom head of the can and held in place” =

by pasting the label over if, or, if preferred, to5
1t may be applied to the can by inserting the = =~
' g-strip through the slot =~ = "=

1‘35 | L L o

o and giving the tongue a fold, the sameas

neer 6L C T may be readily cut =~
1rom sheet-steel without material waste, thug -~ .~




is usually done in the case of wire keys here-
tofore in use. My improved can-opener and
key being also flat in shape, its flat surface
may be utilized to advantage, 1f desired, as a
space for receiving brands, names, trade-
marks, or other advertising matter stamped
thereon. -

My improved can-opener and key may

" thus be used like an ordinary key for opening

- 1O
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cans which are furnished with tearing-strips
and also as an ordinary can-opener in open-
ing cans having no tearing-strip or m which
the tearing-strip breaks off and falls to open
the can in the winding operation. '

I claim— _

1. The sheet-steel combined can-opener
and key herein shown and described, and
comprising a handle or shank portion b, fur-
nished with a tongue-receiving slot 0" at one
end, and provided at its other end with a di-
agonal slot forming two forks, the outer of
which is furnished with a cutting edge, a
sharp point and rounded heel, and the inner
of which forks is provided with an angle-
flange to serve as a fulcrum, substantially as
specified. - .

i
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9. A sheet-steel combined can-opener and
key provided with a slot at one end to engage
a tearing-strip tongue, and furnished at 1ts
other end with two forks separated by a di-
agonal slot, the outer fork having a cutting
edge and the inner fork serving as a fulerum
to engage the can, and cause the cu tting edge
on the other fork to be drawn across the
stock as the device is given a rocking and for-
ward movement, substantially as specified.

3. A combination can-opener consisting of
one piece of sheet-steel, provided at one end
with a slot to engage a tearing-strip tongue,
and provided at its other end with a narrow
diagonally-slotted cutting edge terminating
in a point adapted to be easily forced throu ol
the sheet metal of the can, said opener being
fulerumed and disposed to operate at right
angles to the can and by a shght rocking and
forward movement to sever the tin, substan-
tially as specified.

LEE C. SIHARP.

Witnesses:
. M. MuxpAY,
EpMUND ADCOCK.
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