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To all whom it may concern: =~

. ABEL M. LAYTON, OF PUEBLO, COLORADO. =
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| Specification of Letters Patent, -

Beit known that I, ABEL M. LAYTON, & citi-

. zen of the United States, residing at Pueblo,

in the county of Pueblo, State of Colorado,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements 1mn Hammers; and I do hereby

. “ declare the following to be a full; clear, and

10

~exact description of the invention, such as
~ will enable others skilled in the art to which

it appertains to make and use the same:

-~ Thisinvention relates to hammers. = -
~ One object of the invention is to provide a

means for positively preventing accidental |
disengagement of the hammer-head from its.
- handle. -

Another

~ ture stated embodying. such characteristics

I

- 30 With these and other objects in view the

that the hammer-head will not only be fas- |

tened against accidental displacement, but

will also be of such character as to prevent
‘damage to the handle in.the event of failure

to strike an object. =

A still further object of the invention is to
provide a simple, inexpensive, durable, and
- efficient means for securing the head to the
handle and preventing damage to the handle:

upon failure to strike the object under pound-
Ing action. T e T

~ present invention consists in. the combination

- - and arrangement of parts, as will be hereinaf-
- ter more fully described, shown in the accom-
panying drawings, and more particularly
ointed out in'the appended claim, it being
understood that changes in the form, propor-
- tion, size, and minor details may be made

within the scope of the claim without dega,lﬂ;-
of the

35D
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- Inthe drawings, Figure 1 1s a side elevation
- of my invention, partly broken away. Fig.
- 21s a sectional view through the head on the
- line @ @ of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is an end view of a
hammer-head with the adjacent portions in

45

ing from the spirit or sacrificing any
advantages of the present invention.

elevation. Fig. 41san end view of one. of the

plates. Fig. 5 is an elevation of one of the |
 supplemental wedges. x0T

- Referring now more _pa'rtiic'ul a,_r_ly._.tdf the .-a;é_"_. :

‘companying drawings, the reference charac-
ter 1 designates a wooden handle having one:
end arranged for a loose fit in an eye 2 of the
. head 3. Now in order to prevent accidental
- disengagement of the head 3 from the handle
2 1 provide a peculiarly-formed fastening

means which consists of upper and lower keys

Another object of the invention resides in'
the provision of a fastening means of the na-

7 at 1ts ends,with its back portion rounded=—

| that is, the outer portion between the shoul-
{ ders concaved,as at 8, withitsunder or innher 6o0.

~ UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
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B 4and5,each member hé,vin'g' shoulders 6.and o

faces concaved, as at 9, to conform in cross-

| sectionwith the circular formation of the han-
dle 1. It will thus be understood that the

shoulders 6 and 7 of the members 4 and 5 are

| arranged upon. the inner and outer faces of
| the hammer-head 3. Now in order to secure
“these keys 4 and 5 in place they must be fit-
‘ted 1n the eye 2 of the hammer-head 3 prior
to the insertion of the handle 1, and in order
to positively prevent movement of the keys 4
| and 5-and the hammer-head 3 from the han-
dle I secure the upper and lower plates 9’ and
10 with their concave faces 11 and 12, respec- -

tively, against the handle 1 by means of suit-

able nails or the like 13. Upon opposite

65
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‘sides of the plate 9’ and 10 I secure corre-

-sponding ends of tie~wires 14, which crosseach

other, as-at 15, and connect with the eyes 16,
| formed in the shoulders 7 of the correspond- .
g keys 4 and 5. To further provide against
accldental disengagement of the hammer-
head 3 and the keys 4 and 5, I may form per-

8o

forations 17 at the base of the shoulders 7 of

‘the upper and lower keys 4 and 5, through
‘which a suitable fastening 18 may be passed
nto the handle 1. It will thus be seen that =
“accidental displacement of the hammer-head
‘with respect to the handle is positively pre- =
vented, and in the event that further wedg-
-ing of the hammer-head with respect to the
‘handle might be desired I provide suitable
wedges 19, provided with a shoulder 20 at
-one end.  These wedges 19 have their body

portions formed somewhat thin or flat in or-

“der to permit of their ready insertion between
| the sides of the handle 1 and the correspond-
‘1ng sides of the eye 2 of the hammer-head. If
‘desired, the bodyportion of the wedges 19 may

go .

95

be provided with a perforation 21, through

‘which a suitable fastening may be- passed
into the handle to positively prevent disen-
gagement of the keys. Itisobvious,too,that

[0O0

but one key will be sufficient—that is, that | .

“ | one key may.be used instead of two keys. At
any rate, by reason of the shoulder at each

105

end of the aforesaid. Wedg’ipg members 4 and

the handle. ‘Now in view of the shoulders 7

“extending somewhat inwardly with respect
‘to the handle and its head, and especially the
| disposition of the plates 9" and 10 with re-

5 1t would be absolutely impossible for the
hammer-head to slip in either direction upon.

11O -
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spect to the handle and the wedging members
4 and 5, 1t 1s obvious that in the event the ob-
ject being driven by the hammer should be
missed the object if it should be in line with

the handle would not damage the latter,

owing to theshielding thereof by the shoulders

6 of the wedging members 4 and 5 and the

plates 9" and 10.

Of course my improvement is particularly
adapted for use in connection with sledge-
hammers; but it is to be understood that the

same may be applied to other forms of ham-
mers. - '

What is claimed is—
The combination with a hammer-head hav-
Ing an eye, of a handle disposed in said eye,

815,442

- keys disposed in the eye at opposite sides of

the handle and having terminal enlargements

lying respectively above and below the head,
the lower enlargements being transversely

_pertorated, plates secured to opposite sides of

the handle below the keys and provided with
transverse perforations, and tie-wires which
engage through the perforation of a key and
that of a diagonally opposite plate.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

In presence of two witnesses.

ABEL M. LAYTON.

Witnesses:
(GEORGE SMITH.
JounN J. LUMSDEN.
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