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1o all whom it may concern: - . 1responding parts in all the figures of the
- Beit 'known that I, WiLLtam M. RusH, a | drawings. T
- citizen of the United States, residing at |  1designatesaclothesrackordriercomposed
~ Greensburg, in the county of Westmoreland | of a pair of parallel lazy-tongs frames and con- 6o
~ 5 and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a | sisting of crossed end bars or members 2, p1v-"
- new and useful Combined Curtain Stretcher-| otally connected at their centers and ends by

and Clothes-Drier, of which the following is a

- specification. -

- _The invention relates to a combined cur-

tain-stretcher and clothes-drier. -

- The object of the present invention is to. |
- 1mprove the construction of curtain-stretch-
- ers and to provide a simple and compara-
- tively inexpensive one of great strength and
durability, capable of ready adjustment for |
‘stretching a.curtain of any desired size with- |
. Inats capacity, and adapted toobviate the ne-
- cessity of measuring and squaring the parts.
A turther object of the invention is to pro- |
vide a combined curtain-stretcher and clothes- |
. -drier of this character adapted to be readily-
~ operated by one person and capable of being
- readily arranged for stretching a portion of

~a curtain when desired.

 Another-object of the invention is to pro- |

‘vide a combined curtain-stretcher and clothes-
~ drier adapted to be readily arranged for dry-

* ing clothes and capable of being compactly

~ folded when not in use.

~ Furthermore, it is the object of the inven-

~ tilon to enable the adjustment of the parts to
~ be effected without slotting and weakening
- thesame. -~

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction and

7 novel combination and arrangement of parts
- herematter fully described, illustrated in the |

- accompanying drawings, and pointed out in

~ the claims hereto appended, it being under-
40 stood that various changes in the form, pro-
portion, size, and minor details of construc-

- resorted to without departing from the spirit
. or sacrificing any of the advantages of the in-

vention.

" In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a combined curtain-stretcher and
clothes-drier arranged for stretching a cur-

tain. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view

e  of the same. Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional
- view of the upper portion thereof. Fig. 4 is

- a side elevation of the clothes-drier. - Fig. 5
- 18 a vertical sectional view of the same. FKig.

6 13 a detail perspective view of one of the

‘width of the curtain, which is then

‘tion, as shown in Fig. 4.

‘Like numerals of reference designate cor- |

transverse rungs 3 and 4 and adapted to be
| extended -and contracted in the same man-
ner as a lazy-tongs frame. - The clothes rack

or drier is-adapted when used separately for
drying clothes to be arranged in an upright
position, as illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5 of the

accompanying drawings, and when placed

horizontally, as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 of
the "drawings, "it constitutes an extensible
support.for the curtain-engaging side bars 5.
- The end rungs or transverse bars 6 at the

upper side of the clothes-drier are enlarged -

between their end pivots or journals and are
grooved at their longitudinal edges at one
side to receive projecting curtain-engaging

pins 7: In stretching a lace curtain the .
clothes-drier is arranged horizontally, ‘and

the ends of the curtain are engaged with the

upper end bars, and the clothes-drier is then

extended by pressing downward upon the

‘top of the same until the curtain is stretched

to the desired extent. The clothes rack or

| drier1s then clamped in its adjusted position,
.as heremafter explained, and the curtain-en- =

gaging side bars are then adjusted to suit the
1 engaged

with the pins 8 thereof.

~ The clothes rack or drier may be made of go
“any desired number of pivotal sections or ~,

members to provide a drier of the desired ca- -r
pacity, and it is provided at opposite sides

with pivotal locking-bars 9 for holding it ex-

tended when it is arranged in-an upright po-

sition for drying clothes. Each locking-bar -

is pivotally connected at one end by a pin 10

{ to one of the transverse clothes-receiving
‘rungs of the drier, and its other end is pro-

“vided with a notch or recess 11 for engaging a
~projecting pin of the opposite clothes-receiv-
1ng rung of the drier. By this construction

the drier is firmly retained in an upright posi-

- The clothes-drier is adapted to be com-
pactly: folded by arranging the sections or
‘members formed by the bars 2 and the con-
‘necting-rungs 3 and 4 together in the usual
‘manner, and the curtain-engaging side bars
‘are preferably composed of two sections con-

nected by a central hinge 13 to permit the . -
side bars 5 to fold when not in use. Each
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curtain-engaging side bar is grooved at the | mit them to be readily arranged 1n proper po-

mnner edge to receive the curtain-engaging

~ pins, and 1t is provided with a hook-bolt 14
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" thereof loose.
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stantially over the center of the bar 6.

for engaging the central top rung of the
clothes-drier. The shank of the hook-bolt
14 pierces the side bar 5 and is provided at
the upper or outer face thereof with an ad-
justing-nut 15, adapted to be manipulated to
cause the hook-bolt to clamp and release the
central top rung of the clothes-drier.

The side bars 5 are secured to the curtain-
engaging end bars 6 by means of clamps 16
of approximately rectangular form, com-
posed-of parallel sides 17, a lower jaw 18, and
a top connecting-piece 19, on which is mount-
ed an adjusting device, preferably consisting
of a screw 20. The lower jaw, which fits
against the lower face of the bar 6, is provided
with a projecting lip 21, the bar 6 being lo-
cated between the lip and the sides 17, which
are recessed at their inner edges to provide
an inwardly-extending upper portion for en-
abling the adjusting device to be located sub-
The
bars 6 at one side of the clothes-drier may be
grovided at their lower faces with blocks 22,

orming stops for the adjacent clamps to pre-

vent the same from moving inward on the
bars 6 laterally of the clothes-drier: These
blocks may of course be omitted to permit
both curtain-engaging bars to slide on the
bar 6. This holds one of the curtain-engag-
ing side bars at the side of the clothes drier
or rack. -

In assembling the parts to form a curtain-
stretcher the curtain-engaging side bars are
arranged on the clothes-drier, and the clamps
are placed in position with the set-screws 20
_ The hook-bolts are engaged
with the central top rung, and the curtain-
engaging side bars are firmly clamped to the
same. The curtain is then placed on the
pins ol the end bars 6 of the clothes-drier and
stretched lengthwise. The clamps, which
are located adjacent to the stops 22, are then
engaged with the adjacent side bar 5, where-
by the clothes-drier is firmly clamped in its
adjusted position. The other clothes-en-
gaging side bar 1s then adjusted or moved in-
wardly to suit the width of the curtain and
then clamped in position. The curtain is
then placed on the pins of this side bar. The
curtain-stretcher 1s firmly clamped in its ad-

~Justment, and it may be placed in an inclined
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position against a tree, fence, or other sup-
port. |

The bars of the combined curtain-stretcher
and clothes-drier may be made of wood or

‘any other suitable material, and the side bars

5, which are engaged by the set-screws of the

clamps, are preferably provided at their-outer

portions with metal strips 23 to prevent the
screws from injuring the side bars. The
curtain - engaging end bars are pivotally
mounted between the adjacent bars 2 to per-

sition, either to present the pins for engage-
ment with a curtain or to arrange the pins so
that they will be out of the way of the clothes
placed on the rack or drier.

It will be seen that the combined curtain-
stretcher and clothes-drier is exceedingly
simple and inexpensive in construction, that
1t possesses great strength and durability,
and that 1t 1s readily adjusted to suit the size

of a curtain and does not require any meas-

uring or squaring of parts to effect such ad-
Justment. Also 1t will be clear that the lazy-
tongs frames, which constitute thesides of the
combined curtain-stretcher and clothes-drier,
are adapted to be placed upon the floor or
other supporting-surface in a horizontal or
vertical position to form a support for the
lace-curtain-engaging means and to arrange

the transverse connecting bars or rungs to a

position to receive the clothes to be dried.
Having thus fully described my invention,
what 1 claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—
1. A combined curtain-stretcher and
clothes-drier, comprising opposite parallel

lazy-tongsframes,transverse clothes-support-

ing bars connecting the lazy-tongs frames at
the ends of the bars or members thereof, said
lazy-tongsframesforming thesides of the com-
bined curtain-stretcher and clothes-drier and
arranged to be placed upon the floor or other
supporting-surface either in a horizontal or
vertical position, end bars carried by the
lazy-tongs frames and movable toward and
from each other by the adjustment of the
same and provided with curtain-engaging
devices, and curtain-engaging side bars co-
operating with the said end bars and pro-

“vided with means for locking the lazy-tongs

frames in their adjustment.

2. A combined curtain-stretcher and
clothes-drier, comprising opposite lazy-tongs
frames, transverse clothes-supporting bars
connecting the lazy-tongsframes at the center
and ends of the bars or members thereof, said
framesforming the sides of the combined cur-
tain-stretcher and clothes-drier and being
placed upon the floor or other supporting-
surface either 1n a horizontal or vertical posi-
tion, transversely-disposed curtain-engaging
barsconnecting thelazy-tongs frames and car-
r.ed by the same in their adjustment, curtain-
engaging side bars cooperating with the said
curtam-engaging bars and arranged longitu-
dinally of the lazy-tongs frames, and means
for clamping the curtain-engaging bars,
whereby the lazy-tongs frames are secured in
their-adjustment.

3. A device of the class described, com-
prising an extensible clothes-drier provided
with opposite curtain-engaging bars movable
toward and from each other by the adjust-
ment of the clothes-drier, detachable curtain-

| engaging bars supported by the clothes-drier
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~and provided between their ends with means | In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

- for engaging the clothes-drierat an intermedi- | my own I have hereto affixed my signature

~ ate point, and meansfor clamping the detach- | in the presence of two witnesses.” "

. able bars to the clothes-drier beyond thesaid | -~ WILLIAM M. RUSH. -

'5-engaging means for securing both the detach- | Witnesses:

~ able curtain-engaging bars and the clothes-| H. W. KimMeLL, .
- drier rigidly in their adjusted positions, | = - E.F. BARNHART.
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