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- To all whom it may concermn: |
Be it known that I, Wirriam H. BAYNABD

a citizen of the Umted States, and a resident
- of No. 226 Newton street, Boston county of |
Suffolk, Stateof Messechusetts haveinvented |
an Improvement m Shenk—PIeoes for Boots |
. and Shoes, of which the following description,

dra,wmgs representing like parts. S
‘This mvention has for its object the pro-

ductlon of a novel and hlghly-eﬂlelent shank-.

piece or stiffener for use in boots and shoes,

firm and lasting’ support. is prov1ded for the

_erch of the foot.

The common shank-: plece as ordmarrly

- used. extends from the breast of the heel to

_the ball of the sole of the boot or shoe and.

_ is generally a strip of spring-steel or other.
- suitable resilient metal.

~ break down and permit the shoe to sag at the:

20}

shank as there is nothing to hold the shank-

~ piece firmly and securely in place, and, fur-

25 thermore, the shank-piece itself is ‘not pos—- -

- -I.Isessed of sufﬁolent strength or rigidity. -

To persons troubled with ‘‘flat foot”

~ rable support is absolutely necessary for the
30

arch of the foot, and such support is usually

secured by meens of ‘plates inserted in the
~ boot or shoe. Such plates are expensive and
~ more or less unconﬁorteble and often hurt
% the foot of the wearer when i in use. By my
- 35

present invention the shank-piece provides a

- strong, firin, and comfortable arch-sup

o ort
~~.whichis a pert of the shoe and which wﬂlp ot/
o 'bree,k down or sag during the life of the shoe 1.

- no matter howlong that may be.
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The various novel feetures of my inven- |
- tion will be fully deeerlbed in the sub]omed

| peclﬁoetlon end i ertmulerly pomted out in fmetelhc strip centrally folded upon itself to

bring the folded portions in contact with
“each other-and having one of said folded por-
‘tions molded to present a trensversely—con— __

e following elaims.

. Figurelis a longltud_lilel eeotlonel view of |

a shoe, showing in elevation a shank-piece

R therem embodying my present invention.

- Ing.

| '.;50

In carrying out my invention I teke a stri
(preferebly spnﬁg-eteel of suitable lengt

width and fold it upon itself to present
two superposed parallel and contacting por-

tione 1 and. 2, the fold bemg made at 3 cen—'i"_ | sﬂlent metel folded upon 1tself oentrelly be- o _. .

B _trell between the ends of the str1
| folding the strip one of the portrons is bent or
‘molded in any convenient manner to present

Such shenk-pleces 1

'shenk-plece along

PR

| in the direction of its length, one of said folds
‘being molded to present an elongeted trens—
.versel -convex-arch-support.

Before
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an elongated transversely-convex projection

‘4, herein shown on the portion 2 of the strip

end so positioned that when the shank-piece

6o
|is in the shoe (see Fig. 1) the projection 4 - -
will be adjacent the inner sole I and will form . -
| an eroh—support for .the foot of the wearer.
| The projection does not extend to the ends of
the folded strip, and the rear end of the letter- _
‘has consequently a flat portion 5; which is. - -
| inserted between the heel H and the heél part

of the insole, and preferably the shank-piece -

| is secured in place by fastenings, as nails 6,
driven through holes 7 in the at portion 5.
‘A hole 8 is shown in Fig. 3 in the front end of

the. shenk—plece through which is driven a

shenk—pleoe 1]:1 position.
It will be seen that the shank plece is

nail 9, Fig: 1, to secure the front end of the TN '

curved slightly in the direction. of its length -

| to conform to the slope of the shank of the
| shoe, and by extending the rear end of the -

the heel, as shown, a very o
8o

strong and rigid s enk—stlﬂemng is rowded

| which will not break down and a solutely

- - breaking down of the arch some firm and du-— ;prevents sagging of the shoe-at the shank.

The projection 4 provides a firm, oomfort— B

‘able, and very- strong -support for. the arch of
_the foot, the shank of the boot or shoe being

. J=properly stlffened and supported at the same
time.

‘The shenk—pleoe eombmes greet strength

| W1th light weight, owing to its mode of con- .‘ R
-go -

struction, end 1t is eesﬂy and cheeply menu—
factured.

Having fully described my mventlon Whet

1, A shoe-shank eonsmtmg of an elongeted

| vex arch support and stifféner.
2 is a transverse sectional detail on the |

line 2 2, Fig. 1; and Fig, 3 is a pers-*,pectwef
view of the shenk—pleee detached.

2. A shoe-shank consisting of an elongeted

yortions into parallelism and curved

" 1 T claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
‘ters Patent, 15— |

05
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of steel folded upon.itself to bring the |

-3.”A shoe-shank consisting of & strlp of re- -



gated and transversel

Io

1§

&

tween its ends and having one of the folded
portions bent to present an external, elon-
y-convex projection,
the adjacent faces of the folded portions con-
tacting. |

4. A shoe-shank consisting of a str‘ip. of |

spring-steel folded upon itself, one of the
folded portions being molded to present an
external transversely-convex, elongated pro-
Jection, leaving a flat adjacent portion at the
end of the strip for attachment to the heel of
a shoe., -

5. In a boot or shoe, a resilient shank-
plece consisting of a strip of metal folded
upon itself and having the uppermost portion
molded for a portion of its length to present
a transversely-convex arch-support ac jacent
the iner sole, the shank-piece at its rear end.

‘the upper portion to

815,327

beyond said molded cFc;rr’r,if:m being extended
between the heel and the inner sole and se-
cured 1n position.

6. In a boot or shee, a shank-piece consist-

ing of a strip of resilient metal folded upon
itself at the center and having a transversely-
convex, elongated arch-support formed on
_ sustain the inner sole at
the arch, said shank-piece having'a flattened
rear end interposed between the inner sole
and the heel and fixedly secured thereat.

In testimony whereof I have signed “my

name to ihis specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

WILLIAM H. BAYNARD.

Witnesses: o
H. M. CusaMAaN,
M. J. Sgreny.
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