No. 815,030, ~° PATENTED MAR. 18, 1906,
| ' 1. P. MoKENNA, o ~
FIRE ESCAPE.

* APPLICATION FILED NOV. 28, 1906.
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Improvements in Fire-Escapes, of which. the
) followin:g'_is a spectfication. - - - -

- JAMES P. McKENNA, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.
~ FIRE-EscAPE.

No. 815,030,

o ,spe'ciﬁca;tion. 'qf_Lettefs_‘ P_a,tenf. )

To all whom it may concern: -

‘a-citizen of the United States, residing at
- Brookl

rooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented new and useful

y .

- This invention relates to fire-escapes-such |-

- as are constructed with pipes or rods which

10

‘a person who desires to slide down to ‘the -

extend downward through the balconies of a
building and are adapted to be grasped by

Heretofore a

each of the balconies of the building with an

- opening which is staggered with relation to

20

the opening in the ad] acent. balcony, so that
a person can slide down from one balcony to
another and then take a different pipe or rod

- to convey him to the next lower balcony.
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The principal object of the present inven-
tion 1s to improve the construction of a fire-
escape of the character described in such.
‘manner as to permit a person upon the roof
- of a building to slide down to the first or up-

per balcony, or, if he desires to save time, to

permit him to slide directly from the roof to

the second balcony from the top before he is
forced to transfer to the other pipe or rod in
order to slide down to the third balcony from
the top, and soon. T

A further object of t'h_e invention is to form.
the lower ends of the pipes or rods in such

manner as to slacken the speed of the person

who 1s sliding down the rod, so as to permit

him to drop easily to the ground when he has

reached the lower balcony.

With the foregoing and other objects in.
description

view, which-will appear as the

proceeds, the invention resides in the com-

“bination and arrangement of parts and in
- the details of construction hereinafter de-
- seribed and claimed as a practical embodi-

ment thereof. . - .

In the accompanying drawings; 'fdrming_
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a front
elevation of a building equipped with a fire-

‘escape constructed in accordance with the
present invention.

TFig. 2~is a plan view of
1g. 318 a similar view

the upper balcony.

of the next lower balcony.

Like reference-numerals indicate corre-

drawings. _ , o
The reference-numeral 1 indicates a build-

' sponding parts in the different figures of the
55 _ LT o Ee AR

| fore a re—es—(.:apé;of_.the _Char'é,ctef.'
indicated has been constructed by forming

]

_ -+ ling, which Illia.,y-'be_ofany_' suitable Si‘ze, form,
~ ‘Be 1t known that I, JAmes P. McKENNA, -
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and construction. The building 1 is pro-

vided with a plurality of balconies 2,

3, 4,
| and 5, which are constructed in any old and
‘well-known manner. Each of the balconies -
is provided with a pair of inclined steps 6, |
| which lead downward to the next lower bal-
cony, as is usual-in the construction of fire- -
‘escapes. The .upper balcony 2 is formed
‘with a pair of openings 7-and 8, and the next

60 o '

lower balcony 3 is formed with a similar pair
of openings 9 10, which are staggered or off-

set-with relations to the openings in the upper
balcony 2. Each of the balconies 4 and 5 is
alsoformed with a pair of openings which are
‘staggered: or offset with relation t

ings in the adjacent balconies. o

 The improved fire-escape is constructed
with two pairs of parallel rods or pipes 11 12
and 13 14. Each of the rods or pipes 1s suit-

70

o the open-

75

ably connected with the roof of the building

and extends upward in a eurve over the for-
‘ward edge of the roof, as is usual in

capes. 'The pipes 12 and 14 extend down-
ward through the openings 7 and 8 in the first

re-es-

80 -

balcony 2.  Rods or pipes 11 and 13 extend

directly through the upper or first balcony 2,

and then through the openings 9 and 10 in - s
| 35
balconies 4 and 5. At their lower ends the R

the second balcony 3, and so on through the
pipes 11 12 and the pipes 13 14 are curved

| and joined together, as indicated at 16. It
will be understood that each of the rods or -

pipes 11 12 and 13 14 is formed in the plural-
1ty of sections, so as to facilitate their attach- |

ment to the different balconies. The rods or

90

pipes may be formed of brass or other suit-

| able material, and as said parts may be
-either solid, as in the case of rod-iron, or fubu-

-
L |

lar; as in the case of brass pipqs, 1 shall use

the term “pipe’’ in the following claims as

‘meaning either a solid rod or a pipe, asmaybe

desired.

- In using the imprdiréd ﬁre—éscape a person

on the roof of the building may slide down

95

IGO

| either of the pipes 11 12 or 13 14.  If the per-"

son be daring, he can slide down either the
pipe 12 or the pipe 14, in which event he will

be carried through the opening of the first
balcony and will land on the second balcony

i the

alter a direct descent from the roof.
person be cautious, he can slide down either

105

the pipe 11 or the pipe 13, in which event he

will land first on the upper balcony 2, after
‘which he will transfer to either the pipe 12 or
the pipe 14 and will slide down to the second -

IO



- transfer again to either the

10

e» _ 815,030

balcony 3. On the second balcony he will
_ pipe 11 or the
pipe 13, which will lower him to the third
balcony, and so on. By curving the two
pipes together, as shown in the drawings, the
momentum of a person sliding down from
the third balcony 4 will be gradually broken
as he reaches the lower end of the pipe, and
he can then drop off to the ground.

It will be understood that two sets of
pipes 11 12 and 13 14 are employed in order
to permit a number of people to descend at
the same time. .

The 1mproved fire-escape of this invention
1s strong, stmple, durable, and inexpensive in
construction, as well as thoroughly efficient

1N use.

Having thus described the mvention, what

1s claimed as new is—

20

1. The combination with a building hav-
ing a plurality of balconies each formed with
an opening staggered with relation to the
opening 1n the next adjacent balcony, of a
pair of parallel pipes curving over the edge
of the roof and extending down through the
balconies, one of said pipes passing through

~the opening of the first balcony so as to per-

mit free descent from the roof to the sec-

ond balcony, and the other pipe extending

through a small opening in the first balcony
and through a large opening in the second
balcony, the two pipes %Jeing curved together
and connected at their lower ends, substan-
tially as described. '

- 2. The combination with a building hav-
ing a plurality of balconies and steps con-
necting sald balconies, each of said balconies

bemg provided with a pair of openings stag-

gered with relation to the openings of the
next adjacent balcony, of two pair of parallel
pipes curving over the edge of the roof and
extending down through the balconies, one
pipe of each pair passing through one of the
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openings of the first balcony so as to permit

Iree descent from the roof to the second bal-

cony, and the other pipe of each pair extend-
g through a small opening in the first bal-
cony and through a large opening in the sec-
ond balcony, the two pipes of each pair being
curved together and connected at their lower
ends substantially as described.

In testimony whereof 1 have affixed my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

 JAMES P. McCKENNA.

Witnesses:

W. H. CricrroN-CLARKE
H. G. _H_os:?...
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