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- York, in the county and State of New York, |
have invented a newand useful Improvement

- ESTELLA CASE, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

- ARTIFICIAL FLOWER AND METHOD FOR MAKING THE SAME.

~ Specification of Letters Patent.

~ Patented March 13, 1906.

~ Application filed December 8, 1002, Serial No, 183,665, (Specimens.)

To .aZé -whom zt md?).conéernf ' | | -
Be it known that X, EstELLA CASE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in New

in Artificial Flowers and Methods for Making

the Same, of which the following description,

. taken in connection with the accompanying

e
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- tion of the material used and without the use

- of molds, glue, or anything of the character. | rial which may be found suitable and which

30

- material. . S -
Particularly, my invention relates to arti- |

drawings, is a specification, like characters
representing like parts in all the figures. =

fruits, and leaves made from blanks of. flat
flexible material and also to the method or
mode by which the same may be produced
from various and different kinds of flexible

ficial flowers, leaves, buds, or fruits made in
imitation of the natural forms and colors with-
out dyeing, stiffening, or changing the condi-

It 1s an object of my invention to produce

- artificial flowers, leaves, fruit, &ec., having a
‘remarkably close resemblance to nature from |
tlexible material of various kinds; and a fur- | _
-blank or blanks of the form desired is selected.
These forms (shown in the drawings) are
-merely suggestive of the shapes which can be
‘used and do not include the many other

ther object of my invention is-to construct
applied trimmings and also an open-work
fabric from such flowers, leaves, fruits, &ec.,
by joining the latter so as to produce panels,

- trimmings, or suitable forms for millinery
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purposes. - L
- With these objects in view my invention

 In the drawings forming part]’bf this spééi—'

fication I have illustrated flowers, leaves, and
Aruits of various kinds, together with blanks

for producing the same, also a fabric con-

- structed 1n accordance with my invention.
- Inthe drawings, Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 illus-
~trate some of the blanks from which various
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flowers, leaves, &c., may.be produced in ac-

cordance with my method. Figs. 5,6, 7, and-
- 8 1llustrate the different forms which may be
given to petals and leaves made from blanks
of the shape shown in Fig. 2. Fig.-9 shows a

cluster.  Figs.10 and 11 show details of parts
of a flower, Fig. 10 being also a complete
flower. - Fig. 12 shows a flower produced by

combining two blanks of the form of Fig. 2
“after being properly shaped. Fig. 13 shows

~ another form into which the blank of Fig. 2
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may be worked. Fig. 14 illustrates a raceme

“of bleeding-hearts and buds made from the

‘the same depending entirely upon the e

_ ~or result desired. Next the blanks are mod-
consists in the article and in the art, process, |

‘ormode of producing the same hereinafter de-
~ scribed and claimed. - - Y

i tria;ngula,rﬁandl circular blanks. Figs. 15, 16 ,:
‘and 17 show the forms ofleavesinto which the

blank of. Fig. 3 may be shaped. Fig. 18

%hows a cone developed from the blank of
g, 1. el
veloped from the blank of Fig. 1 combined
~with the blank of Fig. 2.
a leat, also developed from the blank of Fig.
4.- Fig. 21 shows an apple-blossom devel-
. . oped from blanks of Fig. 2. Fig. 22 illus-
~ My invention relates to artificial flowers, | trates a leaf developed from blank of Hig. 4.
" Kig. 23 shows a bud developed from the cone -
‘of Fig. 18 or the blank of Fig. 1, and Fig. 24

-shows a fabric constructed from the products
‘ot the various blanks in accordance with my
invention.. | o

Fig. 19 shows a full-blown rose de-

6o

Fig. 20 illustrates

Mo ,'

Prima,r-ily_it is to be understood that the

may be developed into the various shapes de-

‘sired in the manner hereinafter described.

In producing any shape of flower, leaf, &c.,

I material used in the production of the vari-
-ous flowers, leaves, fruits, and other orna-
-mental designs is any flexible material such
“as silk, linen of all kinds, and any other mate-
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or any of the elementary parts thereof a

shapes and forms which may be produced,

ect

eled to imitate the mnatural forms of the

~elementary parts they are to represent by

gathering the excessive fullness of the blanks
1nto the desired shape and securing or holding

the gathers by sewing or by attaching a
| gathering cord or wire, which latter may be
manipulated to retain the gathers and shape,
as shown 1n Fig. 5. This may also be done

by an ordinary running-stitch or by laying a

- cord on the surface of the material or on the

edge thereof and overstitching it or by bind-

Ing or covering the edges with tape in any

suitable manner. This provides a means by

which the material may be gathered or puck-
ered and by which any degree of fullness may
be obtained and held in the material and at

any point therein or along its edges, so as to

produce the various natural effects desired.

A cord or wire may also be stitched into a
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fold of the material in the body thereof or .

along its edges and the material gathered or
puckered thereon in the manner desired and

| held in shape thereby. Var_ious other means

I10
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for producing the effects just stated may be

employed, and I desire 1t to be understood
that my invention 1s not limited to the par-

ticular means which I have deseribed. Hence

throughout this description and the claims
when I refer to the means or medium by
which the effects just stated are secured as a
“‘cord” 1 desire 1t understood that by such
term I mean to include a wire, thread, tape,
cord, or other means by which the gathering
or necessary fullness may be produced for the
purposes stated. When raw edges are ex-
posed, the same may be fimished by over-
stitching or otherwise, and 1t may be stated
that this manner of ﬁmshmcr the edges of the
material : adds, in many 1netenoes to the
natural effects and produces a strﬂ{mg slmi-
larity to nature. -

In the drawings I have given the different
blanks distinctive reference characters and
have used in subsequent figures the same ref-
erence characters coupled with exponents to
indicate the flower, leaf, or elementary part
which isproduced from the respective blanks.

In this manner I have avoided the use of nu-

merous reterence characters and also avoided
confusion in the description, for throughout

the leaf, flower, or part made from a certain

blank can be quickly discerned by the like
reference-letter.

In Iig. 1 a triangular blank a is shown, 1n
Fig. 2 a olroular blank b, 1n Fig. 3 a crescent-
shaped blank ¢, in Fig. 4 an elonﬂ*ated blank
d, end in all the ﬁfruree the oord wire, or
thread is indicated b t. Inthe other ﬁcrures
the same reference cheraotere with exponents

“indicate the product of the respective blanks,

and a mere reference to the figures 1s herem—
atter made.

The triangular shape given to the blank of
Fig. 1 enables it to be converted into various
forms such as the bud of Kig. 23, the rose of
Fig. 19 and the buds of bleedlnﬂ'—he&rts of
Fig. 14 these forms being produced by first
epplylng the stitching, &c., in the manner
described, placing two edgee together and
then dra,wmg the cone of Kig. 18 thus pro-
duced 1mnto various shapes of FlC"S 14,19, and
23 by the proper mempuletlon of the stitch-
ing and the fabric. -

The blank of Fig. 2 1s sueoeptlble of mamp~
uletlon to produce many different kinds of
lowers or parts thereof, as also various dif-
ferent kinds of leaves and fruits—that is to

ay, Figs. 5 and 6 show petals formed from
such blenl{ Figs. 7 and 8 show leaves formed

| from such blenk Fig. 9 shows a cluster, Fig.

60

14 bleeding—heerte, and Fig.12shows a fower
also formed from such blank, two such blanks

having been properly m&mpuleted and placed
together 1n sald figure, the center of Kig. 12

~ being shown puf’fed and protruding. In I fod

65

5 the puckered appearance is produced b
small plaits, while in Fig. 6 1t 1s produced by
gathering the edge with a thread, wire, or

shown, for example, in Kigs. 11, 12,

- quently applied to dresses, curtains, or

815,005

cord, as described. In Fig. 7 the stitching
extende around the entire edfre of the blenh,
while 1n Fig. 8 the edges are stitched to-

gether thue produomcr a suwle line of stitch-
Ing down the center.

Flgs 11 and 13 show the manner of manip-
ulating the blank of Ifig. 2 so as to produce
the deep cup of an orchid and to give the
same a center of different color from the out-

side, two blanks of the shape of Fig. 2 being

sewed together, Fig. 11, and then drawn into
the shape of Flﬂ" 13,

The crescent blank of Fig. 3 may be manip-
ulated so as to give various s forms of leaves as
shown m Figs. 15, 16,and 17, twosuch blanks
being placed together, as in Figs. 16 and 17, 1n
a manner to produce the desired shape or ef-

fect, or only one such blank may be used, as
n Flﬂ' 15,

The form of blank in Fig. 4 may be manip-
ulated to produce the leaf shown in Kigs. 20
and 22, that of Fig. 20 being formed of two
such blanks folded and their edges joined to-
gether, as m IFig. 7, and that of Fig. 22 being
formed of one such blank and having the
stitching running lengthwise and centrally
thereot, and 1 both instances the fabric be-
ing properly drawn and gathered to produce
the desired eflect and giving the veined ap-
pearance of natural leaves.

Additional natural effects may be obtained
by combining fabrics of different color, as
13, 20,
and 21, in the latter figure the back of the
petals being different from the face and each
petel being made from two circular blanks of
Fig. 2, the result being in great measure de-
pendent upon taste and upon the flowers de-
sired, also materials of different kinds may
combined with good effects. IFurther natu-
ral effects can be produced by whip-stitching
the edges of the product, as shown in Kigs. 8
and 9 at b, and dlawmw the threads ¢ with
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some tension. so as to streighten out the un-"

dulations of thread and produce the erimpled
or notched appearance shown.

The various flowers, fruit, and leaves pro-
duced may be provided with stems s, where-
by the same may be properly clustered and
combined for millinery purposes, or they
may be applied to any other kind of ma,tolm]
as an ornament or as an overlying trimming

to produce a 1esembla,noe to the conventional
applique work.

\’Vhlle 1 have mn the drawings illustrated
only flowers, leaves, fruit, and clusters, it 1s
to be understood that blanks of a given form
may be manipulated, in accordance with my
invention, so as to produce a trimming, or
the flowers and leaves, made in accordance
with my invention, may be applied to mate-
rial of any character—e. ¢., netting, leather,
or any other suitable material—for the pul—

pose of producing a trimming to be subse-
_aﬁJP—
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a

“estry "o*f'"'a'inj‘lti‘nd or used as an open-work | blank -andf}ierm.anéﬁtly &tijabh”ing-‘to such

- tabric, devoid of backing or support, for cur-
tains, dresses, and many other purposes for
which artificial flowers, made in the usual
5 way, cannot be used. Moreover, as shown
- in Fig. 24, the products—whether fruit,

flowers, or leaves—of the several blanks may
~ be formed and constructed into panels,
- strips, or various other shapes or fabrics for
ro many ornamental purposes. That is to say,

the various products may be put together

- and a fabric constructed therefrom by join-

-Ing the various products into many artistic

- designs, the stemss-of the flowers, &c., being

15 utilized for the purpose, and when they can-

- not be availed of the various parts may be
Jjoined by threads n, thus producing the orna-
mental effects and general appearance of re-
- naissance lace. A fabric thus constructed
20 can be applied to any suitable backing m of
light material, or it may be made into prede-
termined patterns and its artistic and orna-
mental eflects enhanced by draping it upon
colored silks, &c. | o |
25  From the above description it will be seen
‘that I have produced fabrics of a highly
novel and ornamental character individually
and parts or groups of which may be com-
bined to produce highly novel and ornamen-
‘30 tal and natural effects, thus making possible

a new industry. My method of production

18 also important in that it enables the use of

materials which have been heretofore thrown

~ away as worthless, but which, when manipu-
- 35 lated in accordance with my method, become
~ exceedingly valuable to the trade. i

Having thus described my invention, what !

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

40 1. The method for producing an artificial

flower, &c., consisting in cutting a blank into

suitable shape leaving raw edges; finishing

the edges of said blank with an overstitch:

retaining by said stitch a gathering-cord ; and

45 gathering or manipulating the entire blank

by said cord into a definite form. =~

2. The method for producing an artificial

Hlower, &c., comprising cutting a blank into

- suitable shape leaving raw edges; attaching a,

50 cord to such blank along its periphery; and

drawing said cord across the body of said

blank, thus gathering the material of the
blank in imitation of natural markings.

3. The method for producing an artificial

55 flower, &c., comprising cutting a plurality of.

blanks into forms suitable for the elementary
parts of the desired article; finishing the cut

~ edges of said blanks; gathering the blanks-
separately In a manner to simulate the forms

60 of such elementary parts; and joining and ar-

ranging the several blanks thus formed to |

produce said-article. =~ = .

4. 'The method for producing a fabric, con-
_ sisting in forming a blank of suitable mate-
- 65 11al and shape; finishing the edges of said

‘blank a cord by which the same may be gath-

ered, crimped or puckered; gathering or ma-

nipulating the blank to produce the desired

effect; and suitably connecting a plurality of

such products into the predetermined form .-

or fabric. | N |
5. The method for producing an artificial

flower, &c., comprising shaping a plurality of
‘Pleces of material by cutting, thus also pro-

ducing raw edges; connecting said pieces by
a joining-seam to form a composite blank:

75

and securing a gathering-cord to the product,

| whereby the blank may be manipulated to
produce the desired natural effects in .the

article. _ - |
6. As an article of manufacture, artificial
flowers, leaves, &c., comprising a blank con-

shape leaving raw«edges; means for finishing

the raw edges of the parts, said parts being
‘combined and connected to produce the de-

+80 | '

sisting of a plurality of parts cut into suitable

sired natural effect; and means loosely se-
cured to said blank by which the same may

be manipulated into and retained in various
forms along the edges and inthe body thereof

to produce the predetermined form or article.

7. As an article of manufacture, artificial
flowers, leaves, &c., comprising a blank con-

sisting of a plurality of elementary parts cut
into suitable shape leaving raw edges; means
for finishing the raw edges of the parts, said

parts being of contrasting colors and com-

bined and connected to produce the desired
natural eflect; and means loosely secured to
‘said blank by which the same may be manip-

ulated into and retained in various forms
along the edges and in the body thereof to

Pproduce the predetermined form or article.

- 8. As an article of manufacture, artificial
flowers, leaves, &c., comprising a blank cut
into suitable form leaving raw edges; means
loosely secured to said blank by which the

9o
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same may be manipulated and retained in

various forms along its edges and in the body
‘thereof; and an overstitch applied to said

blank for finishing its raw edges.

. 9. As an article of manufacture, an artifi-
cial flower, &c., comprising a blank consist-
ing of a plurality of elementary parts cut to

form raw edges, said parts being connected
edge to edge to form the blank, and each of
sald parts having its raw edges finished, and.

sald blank being provided with a perman-

ently-attached gathering-cord by which it

may be held in shape.- -
10. As an article of manufacture, an artifi-

I110O
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120

cial flower, &c., comprising a plurality of

parts each of which is cut to have an elemen-

tary shape suitable for making the desired ar-

ticle, said parts being grouped to have the

definite form of the desired article, and each

~of said parts having a permanently-attached

cord for retaining its elementary shape.

| 11. Asan article of manufacture, an artifi-

125
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clal flower, &c., comprising a blank consist-
ing of a plurality of elementary parts, said
parts being joined edge to edge by stitching,
and a gathering-cord attached to said blank
and permanently held thereto by stitching.
12. An artificial flower, fruit or leaf, con-
sisting of one or more parts cut from textile
fabric, the said parts each having its edges

finished by overstitching, and a gathering-

cord inclosed 1n the stitching, said cord being
drawn totorm the partsinto the desired shape
and secured to retain said shape.

- 13. As an article of manufacture, a blank
for artificial flowers, &ec., cut to the shape re-
sembling an elementary part of a lower, &e.,
and to form raw edges, said blank being pro-
vided with a gathering-cord attached thereto
by a finishing-stiteh applied to the raw edges,
the disposition of the cord being such that

H
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the blank may be drawn by said cord into a
shape resembling an elementary part of a
flower, &c.

14. As an article of manufacture, artificial
flowers, leaves, &c., comprising a plurality of
blanks of suitable material and shape; means
attached to said blanks by which the same
may be manipulated into and retained in va-
rious forms along the edges and in the body
thereof; said blanks being of contrasting
colors and combined and connected to pro-
duce a predetermined form or effect.

In testimony whereot 1 have hereunto

signed my name 1n the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

ESTELLA CASE.’

Witnesses:

CHAS. McC. CHAPMAN,
M. B. Hoare.
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