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~ HORSE-CONTROLLING ATTAC HMENT FOR VEHICLES.
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To a,Zthom W may concern: . .

_ c - | panying drawings, n which is illustrated an -
Be 1t known that I, ALBERT M. McGeary, | embodiment thereof. o
- - a citizen of the United States; residing -at’| In the drawings, Figure 1is a vertical sec-
- Canon City, 1n -the county of Fremont and || tion:ofa Vehiele,fillu-sﬁrﬁa;ting;my improved de-
g Sta,tefof--Qolor'adb,:-ha?ﬁ‘fé-':i-névenmd_?cel?t&in-snewéi Vvicein-use;the pivoted.device and the straps
- and useful Improvements in Horse-Coxitrol- f
ling Attachments for Vehicles; and I do .de- |
clare the following to be a full, clear; and ex- |
- ac’t}description_Qf:-:thel-'inv‘eﬁtion, such-as will
‘10 enable others skilled in the art to'whichit-ap-
- pertains to make and use the same, reference -
being ‘had to  the accompanying drawings,
 andto the letters and figures -of reference

6o
connected therewith being.shown in two po-
sitions, one in full lines and the-other in dot-
ted -lines. Fig. 2 is-a plan view showing a
portion-of the vehicle and 1llustrating the two
straps-adapted to be connected with the:ani- 6
mal, Fig. 3 is a detail view showing a por-
1 tlon:of the pivoted checking device in section.
| Hig. 4 is-a top view of the clip with which the

s

~devices attached

20

25

~ surface considerably in advance of the hing-
1ng-point of the device. ‘The extremity of |
the device in engagement with the surface | v
~ should be sufliciently poirited to catch in the
- said surface, whereby it is prevented from -

- shipping, and as the vehicle continues its for--
ward movement, the lower extremity of the
device being retained in the original position

| 30;

33

& relatively rearward
lines:are connected Wit _
- oted d.ewcefprefer ably near the lower ex-
40 |

‘marked thereon, which form .a part -of thls |

specification.

the horse or horses hitched thereto.

leave the _v_eh_icle, ‘the-driver simply releases

the hinged device, which-dreps to the surface
upon which the vehicle stands and 1s origi~
nally forwardly inclined Or occuples 4 posi-.
- tlon with the extremity which engages the

in which it struck the surface, soon occupies

tremity thereof, the opposite extremities of

- the lines or straps -being -connected with the

 bridle-bit - of the ‘horse or the bits -of the
. -Now as the |
relative position of the lower extremity of the
heretofore ‘ex-

45

~ device reaches its rearwar
‘ment the straps connected - A -the tean
‘will be so tightly drawn that further forward

horses hitched to the vehicle.

hinged ‘device changes, as

- Plained, the lines or straps ‘connected with
 mod aneyop honses are correspondingly tight-

~hmit of move-

ened, and by the time the pivoted ¢

‘with the team

movement Is impossible. =~
- Having briefly outlined my-improved-con-

struction, I will proceed to describe the same

In detail, reference being made to the accom-

of the operative

nals 13..of a T-
| with a hellow bar 15, in which is located a
}?osition. ~Straps or -
1 this 'hiIIge,di-OI‘ piv-

tremity of this rod 17 within

| the rod 17 passes, the
‘upon the bar.

vice. - .
1 'wCﬂn_nected_with-.-tthe-lower?ez{tremity of the
rod 17 in any suitable manner are two hitch-

sorlnes20. Asshown inthedraw-
| ings, the lower extremity of the rod 17 is 110

checking device is connected. Fig. 5is'a sec-.

o deio e tiontaken through the rear-axle of the vehi-
My invention relates 1‘50:improve'méllt.s;in;
' to vehicles for controlling

cle and illustrating the clip connected there-

with. Fig. 6 isa top view of the same. In

L]

e FigS- 4 t0'6,f—'illdlusive,; -ftheh,parts are shown on.
My mmproved attachment consists of 8 de-
vice hinged at a suitable point to the vehicle | -
- and normally suspended out
position. When,-'vhowever, 1t 18 -desired to |

a-darger scale than in Figs.1.and 2.

same partsin all the views,
Let the numeral 5 desighate-a vehicle con-

may be desired. The rear

The -same reference characters indicate the

7I.. 5 : |

“sidered In its entirety. - This vehicle may be
of ‘any suitable construction and may be

adapted for usSe with one 80

cle is designated 6, the forward axle 7, -and '

threaded arms 9* of this bolt pass through

the forward part-of o U-shaped clip 12 on op- -
posite sides of the

_ reach. The rear extremi-
ties 122 of this cli];t)lfc)‘rm bearings for the jour-
shaped -device 14, provided

coil-spring 16 and in which is adapted to

telescope a rod 17, which -enters the hollow |

bar and-engages the spring thereof. = The-ex-

is provided with a collar 18.

nected with the hollow bar or tube 15 by

sleeve being threaded

aforesaid, may be
termed the « hitehing’ 4

ng strap

the hollow bar.
‘The rod is con-

means of a locking-sleeve 19; through which

~ As the rod 17 fits closely in
the opening of ‘the sleeve, the ‘collar 18 pre--
vents the Tod from-escaping from the hollovw
bar. The device composed of the parts 15
and 17, connected as _
or ‘“‘checking” de-

95
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105 .



provided with a staple 21 and the two straps
90 are connected with that staple by means ot
o rivet 22. The two straps 20 are of sufli-
ent length to extend forwardly to the bridle-
bit of the horse attached to the vehicle. If
a single horse is used, the extremitiesof these

~ straps are connected with the bit on oppo-

10
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site sides. If two horses are employed, one
strap is connected with the inner extremity
of the bridle-bit of each horse. Also con-
nected with the rod 17 by means of the rivet
99 is a third strap 23, which passes upwardly
through a guide 24, attached to the reach,
and thence upwardly through an opening 25
in the bottom oI the Wa"(—"ﬂtﬁuctief:J 1ts upper ex-
tremity being accessible to the driver. As
shown in the drawings in full lines, this strap

93 extends upwardly and is connected with

a hook 26, attached to the framework of the
seat of the vehicle. The point where the
strap 23 is connected with this hook 1s some
distance from the upper extremity of the
strap when the pivoted hitching device 1s
raised, or in the upper dotted-line position in
Fig.1. Hence thisstrap willhang downw ardly
from the hook 26, its lower extremity ordi-

narily lying upon the bottom of the vehicle,
as shown by dotted lines in ¥ig. 1.

The straps 20 may pass through the forward
spring A of the vehicle or between the upper
and lower members of the said spring n ve-
hicles having springs; otherwise the straps
20 may be guided in any suitable manner
whereby they are prevented from getting
out of position. The forward extremities of

these straps 20 are preferably provided with

snap-hooks B to facilitate their connection
with the bridle-bit of the animal.

 From the foregoing description the use and
operation of my improved device will be
readily understood. Assuming that the piv-

oted hitching device is in the position shown

by the upper dotted lines in Fig. 1, the straps

- 90 will beslackened, while the strap 23 occu-

45
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pies the position shown by dotted lines, being
connected with the hook 26 at some distance

from its upper extremity. Now assuming
that the driver wishes to leave the vehicle and
leave the horse hitched, he unhooks the strap
23 from the hook 26, thereby releasing the
pivoted hitching device and allowing it to
drop to the full-line position in Fig. 1. The
straps 20 must be of such length as to allow
the lower extremity of the pivoted device to
strike the surface, and in order to insure
perfect operation of the device there should
still be a little slack in the straps 20 after the
point of the hitching device engages the sur-
face in order to allow the pointed extremity
of the device to catch in the said surrace.

As soon as this occurs the lower extremity of

the hitching device 1s prevented from mov-
Ing forwarcﬁy with the vehicle, and this rela-
tive change of movement causes the hitching

]

65 device toapproach the lower inclined position |

814,915

in Fig. 1, thus continually tightening the
straps 20 and checking the animal. The
travel from the full-line position in Fig. 1 to
the lower dotted-line position in the same
ficure will be sufficient to prevent further
movement of the animal under all circum-
stances. Ordinarily the animal will stop
before the hitching device has moved the full
distance. In order to allow the device to
operate without penetrating the surface to
any considerable extent and in order to pre-
vent any tendency of the device to raise the
vehicle, the rod 17 is made to telescope in the
hollow bar 15, whereby the spring 16 1s com-
pressed while the device is moving from the
full-line to the lower dotted-line position in
Fig. 1. B

In the form of construction shown in Figs.
5 and 6 the clip in which the pivoted hitch-
ing device is journaled is composed of two

members 12¢, one being located on each side

of the reach and each being connected with
the axle by a U-bolt 27, nuts 28 being apphed

to these bolts after their arms are passed

through openings formed in their respective
clips. The rear extremities of the clip mem-
bers 12¢ are shaped to receive the journals

13 of the pivoted hitching device in sub-
stantially the same manner as the clip 12.
This construction simply illustrates a means
for connecting the pivoted hitching device
with the rear axle of the vehicle rather than
with the reach, as shown in the other views.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 15—

1. The combination with a vehicle pro-
vided with two bearings one on each side of
the reach, of a device composed of two parts
one being hollow to receive the other, the lat-
ter being provided with a T-head engaging
the said bearings whereby theupperend ot the
device is pivotally connected with the ve-
hicle, a coil-spring located within the hollow
member of the device and acting on the other
member which is freely movable therein, the
spring-actuated member having a collar, and
the hollow member a stop at 1ts outer ex-
tremity tolimit theoutward movement of the
spring-actuated member, the length of the
device being such that its spring-actuated
member is adapted to engage and catch n
the surface forward of the pivot, and a con-
nection between the device and the amimal
to be checked or hitched.

2. In a horse-hitching attachment for ve-
hicles, the combination with a vehicle pro-
vided with two bearings centrally located,
and a device having a T-head engaging the
said bearings, the said device being composed
of a hollow member, and a second member en-
saging the hollow member and moving freely
therein, a coil-spring located within the hol-
low member and acting to throw the telescop-
ing member outwardly, the two members be-
ing constructed to limit the outward move-
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 ment of the tel_éScbpihg -member, the frée-_ exé'_
tremity of the telescoping member being
- adapted to engage and catch in the surface

- engaged by the vehicle, and means for con-

I0

necting the device with the animal to be
hitched. T

- 3. The combination with a vehicle, of a clip
secured thereto and provided with two bear-

ings located on opposite sides of the longi-
‘tudinal center of the vehicle, a hitching device

~ having a T-head engaging the bearings of the

clip at one extremity, its opposite extremity |
- being pointed and adapted to catch in the |

~other member outwardly for the purpose set
forth. S ] -

. Witnesses: -

e

sur’fa'(je which ft)r_ms_ ) stop f-or_ the el_l'gagiﬁg

‘extremity of the device, the said device con- 15 = -

sisting ol two members having a telescoping

-connection, a coil-spring being located within

the one member and acting to throw the
In teﬁtimony Whereof I. afhix my Signature SR
In presence of two witnesses. E

'ALBERT M. McGEARY.

A J. O'BriN,
- Dmxa Nerson.
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