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1o all whom it-may concern: . |

~ Be it known that I, GEorer A.WHEELER,

a citizen of the United States, residing in
New York city, in the county of Kings and

5 State of New York, have invented new and
* useful Improvements in Card-Files, of which
"+ the following description, taken in connec-
- tion with the accompanying drawings, is a

specification. ,

10 The object of my improvements is to pro- |

~ vide means that will facilitate the separation
-~ of the cards for reading, as well as permit of

© - any particular card or gronp of cards being:

- so disposed with relation o the whole num-
15 ber as to be readily found again.

It bhas been customary for receptaclés to

" .

- permanently retain the cards with their edges
even. .n receptacles now in use the cards,

- which are straight upon their bottom edges,
20 stand in a substantially vertical position

upon a base or bottom substantially flat, and

being closely engaged by the sides of the re-

- ceptacle it is impossible to slide the cards

~upon each other so as to project the edges of
25 adjacent cards the one beyond the other in
- -order, to facilitate their separation. - -
My improvements provide & suitable edge
- for the bottoms of the cards, upon which
- they may be tilted at varying angles, to-
- 30 gethér with proper clearance for the cards
- when so tilted and a means of retaining the

cards such as to allow them $o assume the va-

‘rious positions. + By tilting the cards verti-
cally at varying angles corresponding édges
35 of adjacent cards are projected the one be-
- yond the other, making their separation easy.
- 'Fhe purposes and advantages of my inven-
~ tion will be more fully pointed out in the de-

L] ' .

4o defined in the claims. - .
. Referring to the drawings, in which like
letters designate like parts i the several
‘views, Figure I is a perspective view of my
- improvement, showing the method of operat-
45 ing the same. Fig, 2 Is a top plan view of a

“box er deawer fitted with my Improvements.

- Fig. 3 1s a face view of an index-card there-
- for. Fig. 4 is s transverse section of Fig. 1,

takenin a Elane vertical to the bottom of the
. 1 parailel with and facing the front
- thereof at o point iminediately back of the

5o drawer an

] .
-\

thumb i Fig. 1, but with the thumb omitted.
Fig. 5 is'al view similar to Fig. 4, but shows a,

-modified form of my improved card-file. Fig. |

55 6is a face view of an index-card of the modi-

‘seription which follows and its scope will be-
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The views show my improvements em-

| bodied in the preferred form of & box or

drawer of a cabinet, of which a is the front, 5

the back, ¢ and ¢’ the sides, and d the bottom.

6o

1 have shown a drawer of a single compart-
ment; but it will be understood that a drawer
may contain two or more compartments, and

‘a3 the cards stand on edge transversely of the

1 - v

arawer a compartment is of a suitable width 65

to receive them, allowing for the tilting of the .
cards, as hereinafter described. The com-

partment or drewer may be further provided

‘with & lock-rod », which passes through an’
aperture ¢’ in the cards { and meay be secured
in the drawer in any of the usual ways, butis

in g position different from present practices,
25 will be pointed out. Preferably also, asis .

‘ususl, there is a stationary slanting block g
- with a rod-hole oyand o follower-block ¢’ with
& rod-hole ¢ 1s slidingly mounted m the

drawer in any suitable or well-known wa,i;:,
the usual channel u for veceiving the attach-

iments of block g’ being shown; but the at-
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tachments themselves are omitted, since they 86 -

‘Tormed no part of my present invention, -
- I will now describe the special devieds Iem-~

ploy and the manner of their __0‘{‘)&_‘1‘@‘_{;5{011.: o
At one side of the center and near the bot-

tom of the drawer and extending longitudi-
nally therecf I provide an edge orsurface e,
which is preferably located' underneath the

cards and formed on or attached to the bot-

tom d of the drawer and with its highest face

flush with the general surface of thebottom
d. On the side of ¢ away form the center of

“the drawer, as at d’, the bottom is lower than
“the general surface or may be mortised out at
', This.is for the purpose of providing nec-

essary clearance for the cards while being ma-

nipulated, as hereinafter described. = Prefer-
ably directly over and en a line with but

90

95 °

somewhat above ¢ I secure the lock-rod »,.

which extends longitudinally of the drawer,
while the cards ¢ have apertures ' cut near

the bottom and adjacent to pne end of the - .

cards in alinement with the position of the
lock-rod », with which the cards ¢ engage.

The cards ¢ are ot straight upon their bot-
tom edges, but have a portion cut away, as

ico

105"

ab x, forming o salient angle with apex at ¢’.
‘I'his apex ¢’ serves as a pivot Gr'bea,rl_.ﬁg-upon.: '
which the cards may be tilted in the planes of

their faces.

. The purposes of the a:bcive,;.describe_d de-

vices will now be'readily understood by refer-

- fied form. | _ .| ring to the drawings.. The cards ordinarily

110"
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stand with their edges even, but upon placing
the thumb upon the top edgesof agroupof the
cards at their ends adjacent to the apertures
' and pressing down, while ‘holding the
5 thumb inclined forward, as indicated in g,
" 1, the bettem edges of these cards will bear
upon the tilling edge ¢, and the ends of the
cards upon which the thumb rests will be de-
pressed at slightly-varying angles, the card at

1o the front being lowest, and the opposite ends |

of the cards will be elevated to n height as
proportionately greater as the distahce of
these ends from the pivotal point ¢ 1s greater
than the opposite ends upon which the
thumb rests, and in like proportion the angles
of separation between the edges of the catds
will be greater, with the highest card in front.

L5

In these positions it will be readily under-

stood thatl the cards can be easily separated,
since the fingers of the other hand can be
brought in eontact with the edge of but one
card at a time and when the group of cards is
oons gver another and another may be ma-
nipulated in like manner until the desirved
25 card or cards are found. Should 1t then be
desired to/place one or more of these particu-
lar c&rds[gthat they may be readily found
4081 W1 ".ﬁi}f}ut removing them from the pack,
it is only /necessary to set them in a tilted po-
30 sition, Bag
cards stdnd wivh their edges even. Thus
both in geparating the cards and in referring
to previousiy-selected cards much time and
annovance are saved. |
3¢ In Figs. 5 and 6 I have shown the tilting
edge ¢ upon the cards themselves, in which
rase, of course, the drawer-bottom may be ol
uniform height, as the portion cut from the
cards at z provides clearance for them to tilt.
a0 In other respects the operation s the same as
in the forms shown in the other figures, the
location of the aperture ¢’ being the same, as
will be observed. | |
From Figs. 1 and 5 1t will be observed that

20
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4z at the left-hand side edges of the cards each
of the tilted cards projects a short distance
heyond the succeedihg card—that 1y, thit one

to the rear of it. By tilting the cards to this
position by means of the right hand thus sup-
so porting theni the fingers of the left hand can
engage each front card separately at 1ts side
edge and draw 1t forward without disturbing
the cards to the rear of such card. By turn-
.ing the box end for end froni the position

¢¢.shown in Fig. 1, and thereupon tilting the

cards with the left hand on the side ¢/, that 1s
now on the left hand of the aperture, it will be
“ghvious that.the relative position of the cards
indicated at the left hand in Fig. 2 will now
6o be at the right-hand side, and the cards can
he turned forward separately by the fingers

of the right hand instead of by the left, as m
the previous instance; hut instead of turn-
~ing the box end for end the Tulerum B)i)}‘tlﬂﬂ ¢
¢ ore can be shifted to theother sideof the cen-

Z{s/eﬁshown in g, 1, while the rest of the

|
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ter of the eard. In other words, the eard
shown mm Fig. 6 will be practically reversed
or the bottom d of the box (shown in Fig. 4)
will be turned end for end, bringing the de-
pression d” to the other side of the hox or re-
ceptacle.

Although T have pomted out and shown
suitable methodsol constructing my improve-
ments, I do not wish to Iunit myvself to the
specific forms shown and deserbed, sinee
some vanations therefrom might be used
without departing from the imntent of my in-
vention.

What I claim, and desire to secure by let-
ters Patent, 1s-—

1. Inanindex-card file, an imdex-card hav-
ing a tilting surface ¢’ upon one of its edges
and an aperture ¢’ adjacent thereto.

2. In a card-file consisting of a serles of
cards having apertures adapted to engage a
locking-rod, a series of similar surfaces upon
edges of the cards adjacent to said apertures
and adapted to form pivotal bearngs upon
which the cards i d o tilted in the planes ol
thelr faces, substannally as and for the pur-
nose set forth.

3. In a card-imdex device, a casing, and &
card normally supported in the casing in an
upright position, one of such members being
prtwidm{ with a fuleruin ipnrtion disposed ad-
jacent to the bottom of the card and between
its ends, on which the card can be tijted 1y
the planc of its face from its upright position.

4. In a card-index deviee, a casing, and a
card normally supported i the casing in an
upright position, one of such members being
pmvidwi with a fulerum portion disposed co-
metdent with the bottom of the card and be-
tween its ends, on which the card can be
tilted in the plane of itsface from its upright
position. o

5. 1o a card-index device, & casing, and a
card normally supported in the casing in an
upright rositinn, one of such members beimg
provided with a fulerum portion disposed ad-
jacent to the bottom of the card and located
it one side of the nuddie vertieal line of the
card, on which the card can be tilted in the
plane of its face from its upright position.

6. In a card-index device, o easing, and a
ard normally supported in the casing m up-

right position, one of such members bemg

formed with a salient angle whereon the card
an he tilted 1o the plane of its face from its
upright position.

7. In a card-index deviee, & easimg, and a
card normally supported in the casing i up-

| right position, one of sueh members beimnyg

formed with a salient angle whereon the card

ean be tilted in the plane of its face from Hs

apricht position, the apex of such angle be-
ing disposed to one side of the nuddle verti-
cal line of the card,

8. In w card-index deviee, a casing, and a
set of eards, each card being normally sup-
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ported;_ in the .C&Sillgki:'n&n upright. pb’Sition’,‘

- one of such members being provided. with a
- fulerum portion disposed adjacent to the bot-
“tom of the card between its ends, on which
. 5 the cards can be tilted to relative positions in
-which the side edge in proximity to one up-
per corner of each ca,rcf will project a short
- distance beyond the corresponding part of
- " the succeeding card. -~ T
10 9. In a card-index device a casing, and a

- series 6f cards e&ch;«normaﬁy‘f. supported in .

- the casing in an upright position, one of such |
- .members being provided with a fulerum por- |

. tion disposed adjacent to the bottom of the
15 card between its ends, on which the card can
“be tilted in the plane of its face from its up-

right position, and registering apertures in |
the cards located in proximity to such ful- |

~ crum portions. T
20 10. In a card:index device, a series of
- cards, and a casing arranged to support the

- cards, each c‘&rd_i _
- formed.on its bottom edge between its ends,

~ whereby the cards can be tilted to a position.

25 in which one side in proximity to the upper
corner of each card will project a short dis-

- tance beyond the corresponding part of the
-succeeding card. BT A

of such edge. -

_ Wlth ‘& fulerum on 1ts bottom edge between 30
itsends. .- T

12, A card for a _card-'-iﬁdéx ﬁle,pmwded -

with a fulerum on its bottom edge located be-

tween 1ts ends and to one side of the middle  | S

 13. A card for a card-index file, having its . .

bottom edge formed

' 14. A card for a card-index file ,havmg its -

bottom: _édge iIlCliIi(—}d upward at One 'Side-_‘_t_()%'_' 40

form a fulecrum. -

~ 15. A card for a ',ca;iﬁd-_-iﬁde:;{fﬁle; prowded R

with a fulecrum on its bottom.edge whereon
the card can be tilted in the plane of its face, -

-and an aperture located in proximity to such 45

apex. Lo T e
- 16. A card for a card-index file, provided

| with a fulerum on its bottom edge located to
one side of the middle.of such edge, and an -

| to | ‘aperture located in proximity to such apex. s5o
aving a fulerum portion | A card for 4 card-i ' B

| bottom edge formed of two straigks parts - = .
meeting at an obtuse angle located at one

17. A card for & card-index file, having its

side of the middle of such edge. "~ -

med’ of two straight parts .
| meeting at anangle. - T L

* T GEORGE A WH_'EEL.ER- R ;_

- Witnesses: . . -'

- 11. A card for a card-index file, provided |
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