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To all whowm it may corcerw: |

Be it known that I, GEorcE B. KILBON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Springfield, in the county of Hampden and
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have m-
vented a new and useful Stamp and Seal
Handling Device, of which the following 1s a
specification. |

My invention relates to improvements n
devices for handling stamps, seals, or simi-
lar objects of a thin or light texture or mate-
rial; and the object of my improvement 1s to
provide a device by means of which a stamp
or seal may be raised, moistened, and aflixed
to the envelop or document to which it 1s de-
sired to attach the same, all without handhing

“such stamp or seal with the fingers.

A further object is to produce a device of
this kind which is simple and inexpensive,
practicable, and efficient. -

In a general way my device may be said to
consist of a receiver for the stamps or seals
and an affixer separable at one end or having
a cleft base adapted to enter said receiver
and provided on ifs separable end with spurs,

as hereinafter described and claimed.

I attain these objects by the means illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, In
which— -

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the seal-
handling device; Fig. 2, a side elevation ol

the affixer and a vertical section through the |

receiver, showing a bunch of seals theremn;

Fig. 3, an enlarged bottom view of the affixer,

showing one arrangement of the spurs; Iig.
4 an enlarged side view of the atoresaid bot-
tom part; Fig. 5, an isometric view of the
stamp-handling device, a portion of the re-
ceiver being broken away to show a bunch
of stamps within; Fig. 6, a vertical section
through the center of the aflixer shown in

Fig. 5, and Fig. 7 a bottom view of the stamp-

aflixer.
Similar letters refer to similar parts
throughout the several views. _
In the drawings I have shown two forms
of my device, one adapted to handle round

- ‘seals and the other adapted to handle ordi-
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nary postage-stamps; but, aside from the
shape, an affixer constructed similarly to that
shown In connection with the seal-handling
device mav be used for stamps, or one con-
structed after the manmner of that shown

in connection with the stamp-handling de-

vice may be used with the seal-handling de-
vice. The two forms of construction of the

| affixer shown have been found to be practical

and efficient; but it is obvious that various
other changes may be made 1n the construe-
tion of this member so long as it is provided
with a separable base equipped with pro-
jecting spurs, which are the essential features
of my invention. |

Describing first the seal-handling device, 1
provide a receiver consisting of a base a, hav-

ing a tubular holder b rising from the center
of the same.

metal, an annular block ¢ of wood or other
non-metallic substance should be fastened 1n
the bottom of the chamber in the holder b,
for the reason presently to be explained.

The seal-aflixer comprises a cylindrical
body d, surmounted by a bulb e.
d is provided with a separable base by having
a central cleft f extend from the bottom up

The body
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If this receiver is made of

75

into the bulb, and the sections thus formed

are prevented from spreading so far that said

body cannot be introduced into the holder b .

by means of a collar g encircling the body at
its upper part and fastened to one of said sec-
tions. . To further explain the need of the
collar ¢, it may be said that the two sections
of the body are normally separated by the
cleft f and might spring so far apart .as to pre-
vent said body from being introduced into
the holder b were it not for the presence of
said collar, which always maintains them 1n
proper condition to be thus introduced. On

the bottom of the affixer is a plurality of mi-

nute spurs h, preferably four in number, two
in the base of each section. The spurs A
should be driven at an angle through the
sides of the body until they project slightly
below the base thereof. It will now be read-
ily seen that when the body is forced down
onto an object as thin and light as a seal and

the sections pressed together at the base the
| spurs h will stick into the seal, which may be
lifted up by and with said body, and when

pressure on said sections is relaxed the resili-
ency of the material of which the body 1s
composed will cause the sections and opposite
sets of spurs to separate and release the seal.
The spurs A should project below the base of
the body only so far as is necessary to enable
them to pick up asingle seal. In otherwords,
such projection should be about equal to the
thickness of the seal.

these spurs have sufficient projection to pene-

trate two seals at the same time, or at least to

penetrate to such an extent that the second
one will be lifted out of the receiver.
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In Fig. 3 the spurs / are shown as being di-

rected toward a common center; but this is
not material, as those in one section may be

directed toward those in the opposite section,

as shown in Fig. 7.

In operation, a bunch of seals 4 with their
gummed sides down having been placed in
the bottom of the receiver b, the aflixer, held
In any convenient manner so that its body-
sections may be readily compressed, Is insert-
ed into said holder, pressed down firmly onto
the seals, and compressed in the manner here-
inbefore described. Without releasing the
compression, the aflixer is next lifted out with
a seal firmly attached to the base thereof.
This seal is now moistened with the tongue
or otherwise and then firmly pressed Into
place on the document or article to which it
18 to be affixed, at the same time pressure on
the body-sections being relaxed, and finally

the aflixer is removed, leaving the seal firmly.

adhering to the document. Another seal can
be removed and affixed as before, and so on
until the whole bunch has been exhausted.
The object of the block ¢ is to prevent
blunting, bending, or breaking the ends of
the spurs & when they are pressed into en-
gagement with the last seal in the receiver,

- such damage being liable to occur if said
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spurs were forced into contact with a metallic

. surtface.

Passing now to a description of the stamp-
handling device, (shown in Figs. 5,6, and 7,)
a rectangular receiver is here provided having
a base @’ and a holder ¢/. In case this re-
ceiver 1s made of metal a rectangular block ¢’
is placed in the bottom of the chamber in the
holder &’ for the same reason as that aseribed
to the use of the block ¢.

Besides being rectangular instead of cylin-
drical, the stamp-affixer differs from the seal-
affixer 1n that the former is cleft through its
entire length—that is, through both the body
d’ and the bulb e¢’—and the sections thus
formed are normally separated by means of a
spring 7, introduced into suitable pockets lo-
cated 1n the approximate center of the aflixer,
and screws ¢’ ¢, passing loosely through.one
of the sections and threaded into the other,
are employed in place of the collar ¢ to limit
the amount of separation provided for by
sald spring. Spurs A’ are driven at an angle
into opposite sides of the body d’ ‘to emerge
through the base at both sides of the cleft f”
and are for the purpose set forth in connec-
tion with the description of the spurs . Al-
though the cleft f extends clear through the
stamp-aifixer, the operation of the same does
not materially differ from that of the seal-
affixer, and it is evident that a spring might
be introduced into the latter and a serew used
1n place of the collar g, furthermore, that such
a collar differing only in shape might be sub-
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be shortened at the top, thereby dispensing
with the upper screw ¢’ and probably the
Spring 7. |

The holder 6" having been partly filled with
stamps 2/, the latter may be removed one at a

time and caused to adhere to envelops by
means of the rectangular affixer manipulated
In precisely the same manner as the seal-af-

fixer.

A convenient form of spur and means for
attaching 1t to the affixer have been illus-
trated and described; but any suitable sub-

stitution may be resorted to provided the

proper projection and angle are maintained,
1t being necessary that at least one of the
spurs be inclined relative to the surrounding
or supporting surface or bottom of the affixer-
body m order to produce the best results.
The spurs are all shown as being inclined in
the drawings; but it is plain that the device
would be operative if only those on one side
of the cleft were so disposed, the others stand-
ing parallel with the longitudinal center of
the affixer, or in the event of three spurs be-
ing used instead of four either the one sta-
tioned alone on one side of the cleft may be
mclined or the two stationed on the other
side, provided it is not deemed expedient to
incline all three. . .

The device may be constructed to handle
any desired shape of stamps, seals, or similar
objects other than round or rectangular, and
various changes besides those already point-
ed out may be made without departing from
the nature of my invention. ,

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, in a device for han-
dling stamps, seals, &e., with an affixer having
a cleit base, capable of being vibrated to
open and close the cleft, and provided with
means to engage:such stamps, seals, &c., of a
recelver for said stamps, seals, &ec., adapted
to admit said base. - '

2. The combination, in a device for han-
dling stamps, seals, &c., with an affixer having

| construction and that the cleft therein might 65
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a cleft base, capable of being vibrated to

open and close the cleft, and provided with
spurs projecting irom such base on opposite
sides of such cleft to engage such stamps,
seals, &c., of a receiver adapted to hold such
articles as stamps, &ec., and to admit said
base. _ |

3. The combination with a suitable re-
ceiver, of an affixer separable at one end
and there provided with projecting spurs ar-
ranged on oppostte sides of the line of separa-
tion,one or more of said spurs being inclined
relative to the surrounding surface.

4. The combination with a suitable re-
ceiver, of an aflixer having a cleft base and

‘nclined projecting spurs fixed thereto on op-
stituted for one of the screws ¢’ in the Fig. 5 | posite sides of

the cleft therein,
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5. The combination, in a device for han- | the cleft therein, and means to limit the sep-

dling stamps, seals, &e., withan affixer having
a cleft base, capable of being vibrated to
open and close the cleft, and provided with
spurs projecting from such base for a distance
approximately equal to the thickness of the
stamp, seal, or other object, to be acted upon,
of a receiver adapted to hold such articles as
stamps, &c., and to admit said base.

6. The combination with. a switable re-
ceiver, of an affixer separable at one end and
there provided with spurs projecting for a
distance approximately equal to the thick-

ness of the stamp, seal, or other object, to be

acted upon, one or more of said spurs being
inclined relative to the surrounding surtace.
7. The combination with a receiver capa-

ble of holding a bunch of stamps, seals, and

the like, of an affixer having a body sepa-
rated by a cleft into sections and adapted to
enter sald receiver and provided with spurs
adapted to penetrate a stamp or seal when
the cleft sections of said body are compressed
and to release the same when such compres-
sion is relaxed. |

8. The combination with a recelver capa-
ble of holding stamps, seals, and the like, of
an affixer comprising a body having a cleft

extending through the same and adapted to

enter sald receiver and provided with spurs
projecting from the base thereof. each side of

aration of the sections of said body.

9. The combination with a recelver capa-
ble of holding stamps, seals, and the like, ot
an affixer comprising a cleft body provided
with spurs projecting from the base thereot
each side of the cleft therein, and means to
normally separate the sections of said body.

10. The combination with a recelver capa-
ble of holding stamps, seals, and the like, ot
an affixer comprising a cleft body provided
with spurs in the base thereof at each side
of the cleft therein, means to normally sepa-
rate the sections of said body, and means to
limit the amount of separation.

11. The combination with a receiver pro-
vided with a comparatively soft block for the
reception of stamps, seals, and the like, of an
affixer cleft at the base and provided on 1its
bottom with projecting.spurs, sald block be-
ing adapted to be penetrated by the spurs

when the latter are brought into contact
therew1th.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
INg witnesses.

GEORGE B. KILBON.

Witnesses:

ALLEN WEBSTER,
¥. A. CUTTER.
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