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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, DELMER F. STOKES, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ken-

ton, 1n the county of Hardin and State of

Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Mail-Bag Catchers; and 1
do hereby declare the follewmg to be a tull,
clear, and exact description of the mventlon
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which 1t appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements 1n

what may be termed ‘“mail - bag catchers”
for use upon cars.

Objects of the invention are to provide for
the reedy and assured catching of the mail
bags or pouches as they are thrown from a
station to the car and the effective retention
thereof -as against rebounding when thus
caught; also, to reduce or lessen the concus-
SION. 4T1SINg. from the catching of the mail

‘bags or pouehee under these circumstances.

Said invention consists of certain struc-
tural features, substantially as hereinafter
fully dleelosed and particularly pointed -out
by the claims.

In the drawings hereto annexed, Figure 1
15 a perspective view of the preferred embodi-
ment of my invention. Fig.2 1s a view show-
ing crane or catcher reversed. Fig. 3 1s a
cross-section. Kig. 4 1s an enlarﬂ*ed detailed
view of a retaining-latch for the crane.

In carrying out my invention 1 provide a

~ crane or catcher proper, 1, preferably of the
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general structural outline shown, which 1s
axially hung by suitable trunnion-like exten-

' sions 1% thereot between facing uprights of a

40

metal frame 2 to the car in front of the door-
opening. Sald catcher 1 has a spring-actu-
ated latch 3 so arranged thereon as to pro-
vide for its engagement with a keeper or
catch 3* upon one "of the facing-strips afore-
sald to retain the catcher in vertical position,
as when 1n practical use. The arrangement
of a like keeper 3" at the opposite edge of the
door-opening provides for the reversed using

- of the catcher, as in the train or car going in

the opposite ‘direction. Said catcher has
guarding the entrance to the space formed
between its horn or arm 1° and its body por-
tion a spring - retained latch or guerd 1¢,
whereby as a mail peueh or bag 1is thrown

1

and caught upon said arm or horn said beg
oT peueh will upon striking or engaging said
cuard or latch, asit does, pass behind the lat-
fer and be thus held in place as against re-
bounding therefrom, said latch or guard un-
der the action of its spring having been re-
turned to its initial position the instant said
bag or pouch “shot” past it. The force or
concussion of such passage of said pouch or
bag 1s in a great measure compensated by
equIpping the catcher with a rubber buffer 1e
suttably disposed and held upon the latter.
Suitable pivoted straps or keepers 19, ef-
fectlve to retain the trunnions of the catcher
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1 1n position, also permit by unlatching and

suitably manipulating or turning the same the
ready removal and replacing of the catcher,
as 1n reversing the latter.

Suitably secured to the uprights of the
frame 2 at the requisite points are outstand-
ing brackets 5 for upholding the catcher or
crane in horizontal position, as when in prac-
tical use.

A handle 1%, suitably secured to the
catcher or crane 1, provides for the ready or
convenlent mampuletmn thereof by the op-
erator as to lowering 1t into horizontal posi-
tion or raising it into ) vertical position, as will
be apparent. The handle is provided with a
welght 4 to counterbalance the weight of the
frame of the catcher.

1 claim—
1. A mail-bag catcher comprising a frame

and a catcher proper axially hung therein

and equipped with a Sprmmeetua,ted lateh
engecrmcr a keeper in said frame.

2. A mail-bag catcher comprising a catcher
and a supportmn-—freme therefor, said catcher
beine axially hung therein and havi ng a
sprmo*-eetuated latch effective for the reten-
tion of said catcher in vertical position, said
frame also having outstanding thereiroimn
brackets effective for the retention of said
catcher in horizontal position. '

In testimony whereof I affi
in presence of two witnesses.

DELMER F. STOKES.

X my sighature

Witnesses:
WiLris A. BRELSFORD,
ALBERT MOORE, JT.
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