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To all whom it may -cancern.{
" Be it known that we, WiLLIAM

“and JamEs A. NooNAN, citizens of the United
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States, residing at Central City, in the county
of Gilpin and State of Colorado, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in

Protectors for Pianos; and we do hereby de-

clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will

enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap--

pertains to make and use the same..
This invention relates to 1mprovements in

' %uards, and more particularly to protectors

or pianos or other musical instruments. -
The object in view 18 the sustaining in po-
sition of means for preventing injury to a mu-

“sical instrument by the feet of the operator.

With this and other objects in view the in-
vention comprises certain novel construc-

tions, combinations, and arrangements of

parts, as will be hereinafter fully described
and claimed. _ B
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s

a view in front elevation of a piano provided

with an embodiment of the present 1nven-

tion. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of an em-
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bodiment of the present invention detached,

the fabric covering being removed. Fig. 3

represents a transverse section through the
Jower portion of a piano, showing in elevation
a structure embodying the present invention
applied thereto. . -

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 1
indicates any ordinary piano, to which the
present improved guard or protector may be
applied, said guard comprising a frame or
base consisting of parallel bars 2 2, extending
rearwardly and at their rear ends formed
with hooks 3 3, said hooks being connected

together by the connecting-rod 4. By pref-
‘erence the rods 2 and rod 4 are integral, and

the hooks 3 3 are bent from the material con-

stituting said rods 2 and 4; but of course the

hooks may be formed independently of and

secured to said rods, if preferred. Near the

forward ends of the rods 2 2 the same are pref-
erably bent into loops 5 5, through which 1s
passed a transverse rod 6, sald rod 6 being
provided with a yoke or upwardly-bent por-
tion 7 intermediate its length, the said yoke
being arranged for permitting the extension
tﬁerethrough of the operating-pedals 8 8 of
the

which the present improved guard is applied.

¢s The forward ends of the rods 2 2 are bent up-

HoskIin

Iﬁi&no or other musical 1nstrument to
Cl

I’

fabric 15.

i

_str-ength and i‘igidity the said ends are con-

nected by a transverse rod 10, provided with

eyes 11 11, said rod 10 serving to prevent lat-

eral separation of the supporting-rods 2 2,
whereby the parts are sustained in position.

A frame 12 pivotally engages the rod 6 and is
free to swing vertically transversely with re-
spect, to the piano or other musical mstru--

ment 1. The frame 12 preferably consists of

a rod formed with an eye at each end inclos- -

mately V-shaped opening, in which is wedged

‘ing the rod 6 and bent intermediate its length
‘into two curves each approximately semi-
circular, producing an intermediate approxi- .

_ | | ) A
a block 13, of rubber or other suitable elastic.

material. = A spring 14 is coiled about each - .

end of the rod 6, and each of said springs has

“one of its ends engaging one side of the frame
12 and the other end engaging the correspond-

ing end 9 of the respective bars 2, said springs

| ex_erting pressure on the frame 12 in a direc- | |

tion for swinging the said frame rearwardly.

The frame 12 is covered with any suitable
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Tn operation the present improved guard

is applied to a piano or other musical instru-
‘ment by positioning the hooks 3 3 about the
rear transverse bar of the instrument, as -
“dicated in Fig. 3, the rods 2 2 thus sustaining -
the frame 12 In position in front of the piano

or other musical instrument about the point
of the pedals 8 8, said pedals projecting
through the opening between the walls of the |

yoke 7. If necessary, the upper portion of

the ypke 7 may rest upon the pedals 8 8 for

sustaining the partsin position; but the parts

“are comparatively light and are preferably
sustained by the bars 2 2 through the snug
‘engagement of the hooks 3 3 with the rear bar
of the musical instrument. The springs 14 -
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throw the frame 12 toward the musical - o
strument, and the cushioning-block 13 en-

cages the front wall of said instrument, and

the parts are thus sustained in an operative

position. An operator applying his foot to
one of the pedals 8 8 when the present 1m-
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proved guard is not applied might strike the
front wall of the musical instrument and mar

the same: but by the presence of the guard

1_05' :

under discussion such operation isimpossible,
the fabric 15 preventing contact of the feet
with the wall of the musical mstrument. =

Thus the frame 12 and fabric carried thereby: |

constitute a pivotally-mounted shield.
What we claimis— -
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wardly, as at 9 9, and for the sake of addingf 1. In a guard for mugical inStmmentsJﬂlthé.f :
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combination of a base, a frame pivotally
mounted thereon, a covering for said frame, a
cushion carried by said frame and means for
normally retamning said cushion in contact
with said musical instrument.

2. A guard for musical instruments, com-
prising a base, a shield pivotally mounted
thereon, a yoke-shaped part forming the
lower side of said shield, and means for exert-
ing a continuous pressure on said shield for
holding the same in position.

3. A guard for musical instruments, com-
prising a base, a frame pivotally mounted
thereon forming with a V-shaped recess on
the upper side thereof, a cushion-block
wedged 1n the said recess, fabric covering
sald frame, and means for holding said frame
vieldingly in position.

4. A guard for musical instruments, com-
prising a base, a bar formed with a yoke-
shaped portion intermediate its length
mounted thereon, a pivotally-mounted shield
carried by said bar and means carried by the
bar for normally pressing said shield for re-
taining the shield in operative position.

5. A guard Tor musical instruments, com-
prising a base, a bar formed with a yoke-
shaped portion intermediate its length
mounted thereon, a pivotally-mounted shield
carried by said bar and springs at each end of
sald bar engaging said shield and said base
for normally pressing said shield for retaining
1t 1n position.

6. A guard for musical instruments, com-

prising supporting -rods, a transverse rod

formed with a yoke-shaped portion interme-
diate 1ts length connecting the supporting-
rods, a shield pivotally carried thereby, a
spring connecting said rods and engaging said
shield for normally holding the shield in po-
sition.

7. In a guard for musical instruments, the |

814,544

combination of supporting-bars, a hook
formed on one end of each of said bars, and
adapted to engage a part of a musical instru-
ment for sustaining the parts in position and
a pivotally-mounted shield carried by said
bars and adapted to be disposed in front of

‘sald mstrument.

8. A guard for musical instruments, com-
prising a base, a shield pivotally mounted
thereon and positioned in front of said in-
strument, a spring pressing said shield, to-
ward sald Instrument and a cushion-block
carried by sald shield for holding said shield
out of contact with said instrument. |

9. In a guard for musical instruments, the
combination of a base, a fabric-covered frame
pivotally mounted thereon, a rubber block
carried by said frame and means for normally

holding said frame in operative position.

10. A guard for musical instruments, com-
prising a base formed of a plurality of sup-
porting-rods, a yoke-shaped transverse rod
carried thereby and a pivotally-mounted
shield carried by said transverse rod, said rod
forming part of said shield and sustained in
position by a spring carried by said trans-
verse rod.

11. A guard for musical instruments, com-
prising supporting-bars, a hook carried by
each of said bars at the rear end thereof and
formed integrally therewith, a rod connect-
ing sald hooks, a shield carried by the front
end of sald rods and means connecting the
front ends of said rods for retaining the parts
In position.

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM HOSKIN.
JAMES A. NOONAN.

Witnesses:
M. T. GrIFFITH,
KiMeER RicHARDS.
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