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To all whom Tt may concerw:

Be it known that I, WiLriam J. LONERGAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Brookfield, in the county of Waukesha and
State of Wisconsin, haveinvented a new and
useful Improvement in Reading-Desks, ot
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
reading-desks, combining the movements of
adjustment as to height, inclination, and ro-
tation, together with variety of position as a
whole, and in a device for holding the leaves
of the book down. '

The object of my invention i1s to hold a
heavy book nearly vertical to the plane of
vision with the head erect, obviating the ne-
cessity of stooping over or of fatiguing the
arms holding the book up. I attain this ob-
ject by means of the mechanism illustrated

1n accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 gives a general view of the whole
desk in perspective. Fig. 2 gives a view of
the hinge attaching desk to standard. Iig.
3 shows the device for holding the leaves of
the book down.

Similar letters refer to similar parts
throughout the several views.

The standard F, on which desk proper 1s
hinged, is a rod having perforations nto
which a pin P’ fits, upon which the hinge (and
weight of desk) rests. These perforations
and pin regulate the height of desk from the
floor.

The desk proper, D, is a rectangular board,
to one side of which is attached a narrower
rectangular strip T at right angles, forming
a trough in which book rests. To the ends

~of the desk at their upper extremities the
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arms of the book-holding bail A are pivoted.
The book-holding bail A, Fig. 3, 1s a rod hav-
ing each end bent at a right angle in the same
plane, forming a horizontal part and two
arms. The horizontal part passes across
front of desk, while the arms are pivoted to
ends of desk, so that the whole may be raised
or lowered from or to desk and book.

The hinge H, which hinges desk to stand-

| which slides up and down and also rotates on

standard, and a rectangular part, which 1s 50
screwed to desk, as half of an ordinary hinge.
The lower end of sleeve rests on pin F’, which
passes through standard, by means of which
height of desk is regulated. The sleeve 1s
made in two halves (from top to bottom) s5¢
bolted together through lugs 1. on each side,
permitting removal from standard, which
passes through it. To one side of sleeve 1s a
rib R, which expands horizontally at 1ts up-
per extremity to form the middle part of a 60
hinge. The rectangular part of hinge articu-
lates with this part in the same manner as an
ordinary hinge. . '

The inclination of desk is regulated by the
double or slotted segment S. This consists 65
of two arcs between which the standard I
passes. These arcs are perforated,and a pin
P passes in front of standard from one to the
other. This pin bears on standard, to which
the weight of desk holdsit. One end of each 7o
arcis bent at aright angle and isscrewed to the
desk. Trom the other end braces B B’ pass
to desk, where they are screwed.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 1s— 75

The combination with the perforated
standard F of the desk D, the book-holding
bail A pivoted to the ends thereof, the two-
part sleeve H loosely mounted on the stand-
ard and hinged to the desk, one part of said 8o
sleeve forming part of the hinge, the perfo-
rated segments S secured to the desk the
braces B secured to the segments and to the
desk, the pin P adapted to enter the perfora-
tions in the segments for adjustment of the 83
inclination of the desk, and the pin P’ adapt-
ed to enter the perforations in the standard
and support the sleeve thereby supporting
the desE in adjusted vertical position.

In testimony whereof I have signed my go
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WILLIAM J. LONERGAN.
Witnesses: ~

E. H. TuokeER,

ard, consists of a cylindrical part or sleeve, | L. RITZENTHALER.
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