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Lo wll whom it may concern: .
Be 1t known that I, Joun W. DARLEY, Jr.,

~a citizen of the United States, residing at

Baltimore city, State of Maryland, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments i Self-Playing Piano Attachments:

~and I'do hereby declare the following to be a

e,

L5

full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

art to which 1t appertains to make and use
the same. , | o

My invention relates to improvements in
self-playing piano attachments; and the ob-

~Ject of my invention is to provide an attach-

ment for a self-playing piano so arranged

that the piano may be played in the ordinary.

way or be used as what is commonly known

‘as a ‘‘self-playing” piano, and so that in the

- latter case the keys may be either locked
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- outwardly to permit the self-playing attach-

against motion or may be allowed to move,
at the will of the operator, since some per-

sons prefer the one and others the other

*

method.

- With this object in view my invention con-
sists in the construction and combinations of
parts, as hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
1s an end view of a part of a plano, showing
my attachiment applied thereto, one of the
sides thereof having been removed; and Fig.
2 1s'a detall view. Fig. 3 is an elevation of
the piano-action. o

a represents one of the keys mounted in the
ordinary manner. L |
b represents a key-slip arranged to fold

ment to be operated. €Connecte to the key-

slip b is a sliding rod ¢, which is bent down-
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- and h, and & represents a hinge connecting

wardly and is provided with a horizontal pin
d, which pin is adapted to engage the un-
locking-rod ¢, which is controlled by the
spring f, all of the parts named being of the

same construction as that set forth in my
~ companion application of even date here--
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with, Serial No. 280,224. _
~The piano-lid is composed of three
hinged together, ¢ representing the front
piece, and h-and.7 representing the two parts
of the top piece. ' - - |
] represents a hinge connecting the parts ¢

. the parts & and 7.

Connected to the rear part + of the lid by

arts

I
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means, of a hinge m is a lever n, the upper

part of which 1s glued in a cross-rail. (Shown
at 0.) The lower end of the lever = is piv-
oted 1n a depression p, lined with felt or suit-
able material in the block ¢, supported on one

- of the side rails of the piano, this construc-

tion being in duplicate at each side of the
plano. '

shown at s, and provided with a felt strip.

- On each side of the piano is a bracket. ¢,
substantially triangular in form and pro-
vided with a rounded extension u. The

The part 2 1s arranged to slide upon
a cross-bar 7, provided with a felt cover, and”
the rear portion of the lid 1 is beveled off, as
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bracket ¢ is pivoted on a pin v, and firmly at- -

slotted, as shown at x, for the reception of a
screw ¥/, all of these parts being duplicated on
the other side of the piano. The screw y
passes into a bar 2, which runs entirely across
the piano and is arranged at times to contact

with the strips of felt I on the top of the

keys a. |
- In the position shown in full lines in Fig. 1
the keys a are locked, the heavy blocks w
holding down the bar z against the keys by
. If the parts ¢ and & of the hd are
turned backward, the keys are then exposed.
If then the keyv-slip b is turned down into the

tached to the bracket is a block w, which is
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position shown in the dotted lines in Fig. 1,

the self-playing mechanism may be brought
into play and the keys will still be locked. “If,
however, the operator prefers to see the keys

move during the performance, as is often the

case, all that it 1s necessary to do is to push
the hd back into the position shown in dotted
lines 1n Fig. 1, which is also the position for

~manual operation, whereupon the beveled
portion s of the part 2 of the lid comes in con-

tact with the extensions u of the brackets ¢,

‘turning the brackets ¢, which carry with them

the locking-bar 2, into the position shown in
dottea lines in Fig. 1. | '

It will be seen from the _folregoing descrig-
.

tion that by the attachment described t
piano may be either operated in the usual
way or as b self-playmg piano, and that in
the latter case the keys may be either locked
or freeo move, at the will of the operator.
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Having thus described my inyention, what ”

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, 1s—

- 1. Ina self-playixig p1ano 'att:achmé_n_‘;‘/g}}}e

L
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combination of keys, means for locking said
kevs, and a movable lid, said lid being adapt-
ed to engage with said means to throw 1t out

of operation when desired, substantially as

described.

2. In a self-playing piano attachment, the
combination of keys, means for locking said
keys, a lid composed of parfs hinged to-
gether and adapted to be slhid backwara to
strike a part of said locking means and there-

by disengage them from said keys, substan-

tially as deseribed. | |

3. In a self-playing piano attachment, the
combination of pivoted keys, 2 bar supported
on pivoted brackets for locking said keys, and

o movable lid, the parts being so arranged

that the lid when slid backward strikes sgid
brackets and prevents said bar from locking
said keys, substantially as described.

4. In a self-playing piano attachment, the
combination of keys, a lid composed of parts

hinged together and having s beveled por-

tion and adapted to be slid backward into the
piano, a pivoted bracket located on each side
of said pisno, and o locking-bar adjustabiy

seceured to sald brackets, said brackets being
so arranged that the beveled portion ot {he
Iid as it is siid beckward strikes said brackeis
and Jifts said bar out of contact with said
keys, substantiaily as deseribed.

5. In a self-plaving pianoc attachment, the
combination of o lid composed of three parts
hinged together, the rear part having a bev-
eled portion, said lid being adapted to siide
backward into said piano, a lever hinged to
the rear part of said i, keys, @

T

brackel Div- |
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oted to each side of the piano, and a locking-
har for said keys adjustably connected to
said brackets, the parts being so arranged

that the beveled portion of the lid will strike

said brackets when it is slid backward and
lift said locking-bar out of contact with said
keys, substantially as described.

6. In a self-playing piano attachment, the
combination of means for unlocking the seli-
plagi'ﬂg piano part, and means for locking
said kevs against movement or unlocking
them at the will of the operator, substan-
tially as described. |

7. In a self-playing piano attachment, the
combination of means for unlocking the self-

playing portion, keys, pivoted brackets carry-

ing & locking-bar for said keys, and a shding
lid adapted when slid backward to strike said
brackets and lift said bar out of contact with
said keys, substantially as described.
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8. In a self-playing piano attachment, the

combination of a key-slip and & bar operated
thereby to release the self-playing portion of
the piano, keys, & h}ckinﬂ'—]bm for said keyvs,
bracketspivoted to the sides of the piano sup-
porting said bar, end a hinged and shding
lig adapted, when slid back, to strike said
brackets and Iift said bar out of engagement
with said keys, substantially as described.

Tn testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN W. DARLEY, Jx,
Witnesses: - |
CHARLES R, BOETTGER,

E. A . Dous.
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