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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JaAcoB J. HOFFMANN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Jer-
sey City, in the county of Hudson and State

of New Jersey, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Display-Trays;

and I do declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled 1n the art to
whichit appertains tomake and use the same.

My nvention relates to improvements in
display trays or boxes, and more particu-
larly to one adapted for holding collar-but-
tons or the like and for displaying them upon
show-cases, store-counters, and similar places.

The obj] ect of the mventlon 13.to provide a
simple and inexpensive device of this charac-
ter in which the buttons will be exposed to
view and well protected and from which they
may be quickly and easily removed.

With the above and other objects in view
the Invention consists of certamn novel fea-
tures of construction, combination, and ar-
rangement of devices, as will be herematter
described and claimed. *

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a top plan view of a display tray or case con-
structed 1n accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 1s a vertical sectional view through the
same. Fig. 3 1s a similar sectional view
taken in a plane at right angles to that of Fig.
2, and Fig. 4 1s a perspective view of one of

the button-holding guides or shides.

Referring to the drawings by numeral, 1
denotes a box or casing, which 1s preferably
of rectangular form, as shown, and consists
of a front wall 2, a rear wall 3, and two sub-
stantially triangular - shaped ends 4. The
top of this box or casing is formed by a piece
of glass or other transparent material 5,
which 1s removably fitted in grooves 6,

formed in the inner faces of the front, as

shown. This glass cover 1s shid into the
oeroove 6 from the rear of the box, and, 1if de-
s1red a cross-bar may be pr(}Vlded@t the rear
for retammf}* the glass in position. “The bot-
tom of the box is formed by a sliding ‘tray or
drawer 7, which slides in grooves or guide-
ways 8, formed in the inner faces of the ends
4, as shown. These orooves or guideways 8
are inclined forwardl and downwardly, so
that they are parallel Wlth the upper edges of
the ends and cause the tray to be supported
in an inclined position. The tray 7, which 1s
rectangular in form, has at 1ts rear an upright

cross-bar 9, which 18 adapted to fit into re- |

| cesses formed in the rear portions of the ends

7. A suitable knob or finger-piece 10 1s pro-
vided centrally upon the outer face of the
cross-plece 9 to permit the tray or drawer 7
to be readily moved out from beneath the
olass top 5.

The collar-buttons or similar articles to be
displayed in the tray or case are supported 1n
cuides 11, secured in parallel relation upon
the top of the tray or drawer 7. These slides
11, one of which is clearly shown in Fig. 4 of
the drawings, are preferably in the form of
channel-bars formed by stamping and bend-
ing a piece of sheet metal or othersuitable ma-
terial, as shown. These supporting-guides
have their side edges bent upwardly and in-
wardly, as at12, over their bottoms 13,s0 that
they overhang the bases of the collar-buttons
placed uponthem. These overhanging edges
12 prevent the application and removal Lof the
buttons to and from the slides except when
the bases of the buttons are brought mto
alinement with cut-away portions or recesses
14, which are formed at opposite points 1n
the edges 12 adjacent to the upper or outer
ends of the guides. The lower or inner ends
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of the sides 12 are preferably stamped or -

mashed downwardly, as shown at 15, to close
sald ends of the guides and prevent the col-
lar-buttons from dropping out of the same.
In the bottoms 13 of the supporting-guides
are formed centrally-disposed longitudinally-
extending grooves or depressions 16, in which
adjacent to the ends of the culdes are formed
apertures 17 to receive screws or the like 18,
which secure the guides upon the upper face
of the tray or drawer 7. It will be seen that
a plurality of collar-buttons or the like may
be inserted in each slide through its recessed
upper end 14, and all parts of the buttons ex-

cept the under sides of their bases will be ex-

posed to view. One or more of the buttons
may be quickly removed from the case by
drawing the sliding tray 7 outwardly and
sliding ‘the desired button or buttons rear-
Wardly in ‘the guides and removing them
through the recesses 14, as will be readlly un-
derstood.
- From the foregoing description, taken i
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction, use, and advantages ol the
invention will be readﬂy understood without
requiring a more extended explanation.
While 1 preferably mount the button-sup-
porting guides 1n a tray or casing of the char-
acter descnbed it will be undersbood that
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they may be mounted in a casing oF support

of any other suitable form and construction.

Various other changes in the form, propor-

tion, and the minor details of construction

may be resorted to without departing from
the principle or sacrificing any of the advan-

tages of the invention. |
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by lLet-

ters Patent, 1s—

1. A display-support for collar-buttons or
the like comprising a base, a plurality of
channel-guides arranged in parallel relation
upon said base and having their side edges
bent upwardly and inwardly to overhang
their bottoms, said side edges being bent
downwardly to close one end of said guide
and having formed in them at opposite
points, at the other end of said guide, recesses
to permit of the insertion and removal of but-
tons or the like to and from said guide, and
means for securing said guidesuponsaid base.

2. A display-support for collar-buttons or
the like comprising a box or casing having a
transparent cover, a sliding drawer or tray in

812,999

said casing, and a plurality of chaniiel-sup-
porting guides for collar-buttons or the hke
secured in parallel relation upon the upper
face of said tray. o
3. A display-support for collar-buttons or
the like comprising a box or casing having a
transparent cover, a sliding drawer or tray in
sald casing, and a channel-supporting guide
for collar-buttons or the like secured upon
the upper face of said tray and having its side
edges bent upwardly and inwardly to over-
hang its bottom, saild side edges being pressed
downwardly at one end of the guide to close
the same and being formed at the opposite
end of the guide with recesses to permit of
the insertion and removal of buttons to and
from said guide, substantially as shown and
described. B

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
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my hand in presence of two subscribing wit- 45

11EeSSes,

" JACOB J. HOFFMANN.

Witnesses: _
GEORGE HAMILTON,
- Joun TiMMES.
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