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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES C. WIGINGTON, OF MORRISTOWN, TENNESSEE.

TRUNK.

No. 812,96%.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Feb. 20, 1906.

Applica,tion filed September 20, 1805, Serial No, 279,302,

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, CaarLES C. WIGING-
TON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Morristown, in the county of Hamblen and
State of Tennessee, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Trunks, of which the
following 1s a specification.

This invention relates particularly to that
class of trunks having trays which are raised
and lowered by the operation of the lid.

The object of the invention 1s to provide
improved means for supporting and raising
and lowering the trays and also means where-
by a tray may be swung up into the hid when
sald lid 1s opened.

The embodiment herein shown mcludes
some of the features disclosed in my United
States Patent No. 781,857, dated February 7,
1905, and also some of the features shown in
my allowed application, Serial No. 251,320;
but other novel features are disclosed and
claimed, as will more fully appear hereinafter.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a perspective view illustrating one form of
the present invention. Kig. 2 1s a perspec-
tive view showing one of the tray-lifting de-
vices removed from the trunk. ¥ig. 3 1s an
end view of the parts shownin Fig. 2. Fig. 4
is a perspective view of a modification of the

present invention, where only one tray 1s

shown instead of two, as in the foregoing

views. Fig. 5 is a perspective of the lifter
shown in Fig. 4. Fig. 6 1s a detail in end ele-
vation, showing how the trayis swungup into
the lid. Figs. 7 and 8 are details of parts of
the tray-supporters.

Referring specifically to the drawings, 6 1n-
dicates the lid, and’7 the box or trunk.

8 indicates a main tray, and 8% a lower or
skirt tray. -

The tray supporting and lifting devices are
duplicated at each end of the trunk. Refer-
ring to the means for supporting the upper
tray, 9 and 9* indicate hangers which are se-
cured to the ends of the tray 8 and have at
the top hooks 10, which engage over the bars
12 and also have extensions 11, which when

the lid is closed are held between the upper

edge of the trunk-wall and the lower edge of
the lid in the manner disclosed in my previ-
ous applications above referred to. At its
front end the bar 12 has an offset part 14 to
hold the tray in place, and at its rear end it 1s
connected by a straight link 15 to the hd.

tray or swinging the same back into the lid, as
indicated in Fig. 6. To this end the bars 12
have near their rear ends notches 122, which
receive pins 10* extending across the hooks
of the rear hangers 9%, forming pivots, so that 6o
when it is desired to swing the tray up out of
the way the front thereof 1s lifted and the tray

turns up on the pivots thus provided, allow-

ing free access into the tray below or, where

only one tray i1s used, into the trunk. 65

When provision 1s made for two trays, as
shown in Fig. 1, the lower tray 82 has secured

‘toits ends flanged metal strips 14° which rest

upon oppositely-flanged metal bars 14¢, piv-
otally secured by pins at 13°to the bent swing- 7o
ing links 13”, by which the trays are support-
ed. The middle tray may be slid in or out on
the supporting-bars14¢; but to properly posi-
tion the tray, so that it will not strike the

sides of the trunk when being lowered, the 75

strips 14P have holes into which lugs 149 may
enter when the tray 1s set right. Slight lift
will disengage the lugs from the holes and al-
low the tray to be pulled out. The support-
ing-links 13 are bent to the proper angle to 8o
oring the trays to proper position to enter the
box of the trunk when they are let down, while
at the same time preserving the greatest size
possible for the trays.. Said links are pivot-
ally connected at the lower ends to the bars 8s
18, which are secured to the inside of the end
walls of the trunk.
ably flanged at the top, as indicated at 19, to
overlie the upper edges of the trunk and so
strengthen the same. Also preferably the go
bars have offsets 20 at the ends, as shown in
Figs. 4 and 5, which offsets are secured to the
front and rear walls of the trunk near the cor-
ners and serve the very useful purpose of
strengthening the corners of the trunk. 95
In the forms shown in Ffigs. 4, 5,and 6, only
one tray is shown. Thisis supported in sub-
stantially the same way as the trays above
described, and 1t 1s capable of being turned

up on the pivots 10* 1n a similar manner. roo

Straight links 13* are used, as curved links

are unnecessary. Stops 21 are struck up

from the metal of the bars 18 for the purpose

of lmiting the swing of the links 132 and 13P

in the respective forms shown. 10
The crooked or angular shape of the links

13% in the double-tray construction is highly

advantageous. If the links were straight, the
upper tray would, when the trays are lifted.

Means are provided for tilting the upper | completely cover and prevent access to the 1:

These bars are prefer- ___
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lower tray, and the uppér tray would have to

be made quite narrow, because with straight
links it would be thrown forward when the
trays are lowered and unless made narrow
would strike the front of the trunk and pre-
vent the drop of the trays into the box of the
trunk; but by the use of the crooked hinks the
lower tray, which is connected at the elbows
of the links, drops deeply into the box of the
trunk below the bars 18 and gives ampleroom
above for the upper tray, which by reason of
the angularity of the links does not swing for-
ward of the lower tray, but comes into posi-
tion directly above the same and forms sub-
stantially a cover for the lower tray, which
will prevent garments falling therefrom when

the trunk-lid is closed. The stops 21 at the.

front end of the bars 18 limit the downward
and forward swing of the links and trays, and
the stops toward the rear ends of said bars
limit the upward and backward swing, and
consequently support the trunk-lid and pre-
vent its swinging back too far.

Various changes in the form and propor-
tion of the parts shown may be made without
departing from the scope of the invention, as
indicated in the following claims. |
- What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s— -

1. -A trunk having a bar secured to the wall

thereof and flanged at the upper edge to rest |

on the top of the said wall, and tray-support-
ing means attached to said bar. -

2. A trunk having a bar secured inside to
the wall thereof, with a flange at its upper
edge resting on top of said wall and an ofiset
at 1ts end secured to another wall and form-
ing a corner-piece. .'

3. A trunk having lid-operated tray-lifting
devices including notched bars, and fray-
hangers having hooks which engage over said

bars, and pins extending across the hooks,

which pins rest in the notches and form piv-
ots on which the tray may be swung up and
down. |

4. A trunk having a plurality of trays, and
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lid-operated tray-litting devices comprising

bars secured to the end walls of the trunk and
having flanges resting on the upper edges
thereof, bent links pivoted to the bars, upper

tray-supporting bars pivoted to the upper

ends of the links, and lower tray-supporting
bars pivoted to the links at about the elbows
thereof. S

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

OHARLES C. WIGINGTON.

- Witnesses:

M. R. KUNSMAN,
Geo. E. Tew.
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