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UNITED STATES
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 AARON SAWYER NICHOLS, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.
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No. 812,864.- '

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Feb. 20, 1906.

Application filed April 22, 1904, Serial No. 204,337,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, AARON SAWYER N1CH- .

oLs, a citizen of the United States, residing in

Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-

ful Improvement in Game - Recording De-
vices, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. o . _ ' '

This invention is designed, primarily, to al-
ford golf-players a convenient means of keep-
ing the scores of their games. It is adapted
to be carried on the person and requires no
use of pencil and paper, as in the ordinary
methodp of keeping the scores. It is adapted
to make a record as soon as a stroke or play

is made, so that the player need not await the

20

conclusion of the play for a hole or the con-
clusion of the inning before recording the

strokes or plays. _
The mvention consists m the novel con-

struction of parts and devices and in the

30
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novel combinations of parts and devices
hereinafter described. | |

In the accompanying drawings 1 show at
IFigure 1 a front view of the invention. Kigs.2
and 3 are vertical sections in adjacent planes.
Fig. 4 is a section at right angles to Figs. 2
and 3. |
ing device. Figs. 6 and 7 are hinged sections
on the lines 6 6 and 7 7, respectively, of Fig.
2. Fig. 8 is a front view of the score-card.

As already stated, my device is adapted to

be carried upon the person of the glayer, and
to this end it is desirably prov:

device and adapted to be inserted within the
belt or positioned over the outer side of the
pocket of the player. _
in form and is provided with a back plate 11,
within which is inserted a score-card 12, simi-

larly shaped. For the purpose of properly

positioning this score-card the plate 11 1s pro-
vided with an exterior flange 13 and with a

raised axis or center 14, and the card 1s pref-

erably cut out at the center, as shown at 15,

so that it may sit over the axis 14, and 1t 18

also of a diameter fitting inside the flange 13. !
The card is .also divided radially into spaces,

each of which is adapted to receive the record
of the strokes made at each of the holes in the

- links or the other plays occurring in an inning

55

of the game. In the card shown 1 have pro-
vided for a record of the strokes at nine holes,
that being a customary number in the ma-
jority of-the links, and the spaces are num-

bered from ‘17’ to ‘¢9,” consecutively, corre- |

Fig. 5 is an inside view of the mark-
points 28.

1ded with a
spring-hook 10, attached to the back of the

The device 1s circular

series of numbers from ‘1" to “10,” in each
of the hole-spaces already mentioned, and
the record is made in close proximity to these
ficures, so that the player can tell by a glance
at the card after it has been removed from
the holder the number of strokes made at
each hole. The card thus forms a permanent

| record of the number of strokes employed at

each hole or of the number of plays m each
inning. The card is held i1n position on the
plate 11 by the casing in which are housed the
marking devices. This casing consists of a

‘top or outside plate 16, an inside plate 17,

and sides 18 and 19. The housing 1s hinged

to the plate 11 at 20 and held 1 acting posi-
tion by a spring-clip 21, acting on the swing-

ing end. In this housing is located a plunger
22, adapted to be operated in one direction
by the player and in the other direction by a
spring 23. The plunger carries a pawl 24,
which engages the teeth one by one of a trav-
eling or sliding ratchet 25, also located in the
housing. This ratchet 1s provided upon one
side with a single rounded projection 26, and
the casing is also provided with a series of
transversely-extending springs 27, secured at
one of their ends on one side of the housing
and carrying at their free ends puncturing-
The pointed projection 26 of the
ratchet moves behind these springs, and at
each actuation of the ratchet received from
the plunger forces one of the spring-points
against the score-card and makes a record
thereon. The springs are thus actuated by

the ratchet projection in successive order and

make a record of each movement which the
plunger receives from the hand of the player.
Thus if five strokes are made at any hole and
the player actuates the plunger after each
stroke the card will have received five impres-
sions or punches. If six strokes were em-
ployed, then there will be six 1mpressions on
the card, and so on. The plunger is easily op-

erated without detaching the device from the
belt or poeket and involves no necessity for

inspection by the player at the time he makes
the record. A partition 29 divides the hous-
ing into two channels or compartments, in

one of which the plunger is located and the

other receives the sliding ratchet, and such

partition has an opening 30, through which
the pawl 24 projects.

A pin 31 limits the
outward movement of the plunger, and the
end of the slot 31* serves as a means for limit-

' sponding to the number of the holes. The -
card is also provided with radially-arranged
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ing 1ts inward movement, such inward move-

‘ment being just sufficient to carry the projec-

tion from one of the puncturing-springs to
the next one. Inasmuch as the punctures
are concealed from view by the housing until
after the card has been turned on its axis, so
as to position it for the next hole, I prefer to

will show the number of strokes made in
playing for any particular hole while the
playing for that hole is in progerss. This
part of the device consists of a pointer 32,
carried upon the forward end of the sliding
ratchet and projecting through the side and
over the outer side of the housing, as shown
at Ifigs. 1 and 6, and traveling through the
opening 33 in the side. The housing 1s pro-
vided with a series of marks which are num-
bered from “1” to “10,” inclusive, as seen
at 34, In immediate proximity to the path of
the pointer 32, and these marks are spaced
in exact accordance with the spacing of the
puncturing-springs, so that the first stroke
a1ven the plunger will carry the indicator 32
to the mark numbered “1,” the second
stroke will carry it to the mark numbered
2,7 and so on. 'When the play for any par-
ticular hole has been finished, the housing is
released from the clip 21 and turned down,
as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2. The card
may then be turned upon its axis so as to
bring the division thereof for the next hole in
position under the marking devices, after
which the housing is moved back to its act-
ing position. The card is automatically held
against shifting on its axis during the prog-
ress of an inning by the engagement there-
with of the puncturing-points, each of which
remains in the card after being operated un-
til the next one in order is operated. The
ratchet 1s returned to its starting position at
the end of an inning by pressing the finger
upon the indicator 32 and moving it back to
the position of Fig. 1.

I do not wish to be limited, of course, to a
card showing only nine spaces, as the card
may be increased in size and any number of
spaces desired may be provided uponit. The
card illustrated,however,isadapted to be used
in making records at eighteen-holelinks, inas-
much as by shifting it slightly punctures may
be made upon both sides of the rows of fig-
ures, the punctures on one side of the ficures
indicating the strokes for the first nine holes
and those upon the other side indicating the
strokes for the second nine holes. Neither
do I wish to be limited to the card or appa-
ratus for recording only nine strokes for a
hole.
but may be increased without change in the
principle or mode of operation of the inven-
tion, and while I have shown recording de-
vices consisting of puncturing-points I do not
wish to be imited to those devices.

It will be noted that the pawl 24 is not nor- | separate play and the series being adapted to.

This number is ordinarily sufficient,

mally engaged with the teeth of the ratchet
25; but 1t 1s adapted to engage the teeth very

' soon after the plunger begins to move.

The apparatus is adapted not only to be
worn upon the person, but it may also be car-
ried 1n the pocket and easily operated without

- removing it from the pocket.
provide the device with an indicator which |

I elaim—

1. The apparatus for recording game-
scores conslisting of a holder, a score-card ad-
Justable in said holder for the different in-
nings but otherwise stationary therein, and
means upon the holder adapted to make a
separate record upon the card of each of a
plurality of plays or strokes in each inning.

2. The apparatus for recording game-
scores consisting of a holder, a score-card ad-
Justably positioned in the holderforthe differ-
ent innings but otherwise stationary therein,
means carried by the holder and adapted to
make a separate record upon the card of each
of a plurality of plays or strokes in each in-
ning, and a device movable by the player and
serving to actuate said recording means.

5. The apparatus for recording game-
scores conslisting of a circular holder, a cir-
cular score-card adjustably positioned in said
holder for the different innings, but other-
wise stationary therein, and means upon the
holder adapted to make a separate record of
each of a plurality of plays or strokes in each
Inning.

4. The apparatus for recording game-
scores consisting of a holder, a score-card
having separate spaces for the different in-
nings and adjustably held in the holder, and
means for making a separate record of each
stroke or play occurring in an inning in the
proper inning-space and adapted to make a
plurality of such records depending upon the
number of strokes in the inning.

5. The apparatus for recording game-
scores consisting of a holder, a score-card
which 1s both adjustable in and removable
from the holder and which is divided into in-
ning-spaces, and means carried by the holder
for making a separate record of each of a plu-
rality of strokes occurring in an inning.

6. The apparatus for recording game-
scores consisting of a holder, a score-card
which 1s both adjustable in and removable
irom the holder, a series of devices station-
arlly located in the holder and each adapted
to record a separate stroke, and a device
movable by the player and serving to actuate
all or any portion of such devices necessary
to record a plurality of plays occurring in an
INNing.

7. The apparatus for recording game-
scores conslisting of a circular holder, a circular
score-card which 1s both adjustable in and
removable from the holder, and which is di-
vided into inning-spaces, and a series of re-
cording devices each adapted to record a
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record a plurality of plays in each 1nning-
space. - |

8. The apparatus for recording game-
scores consisting of a score-card, a holder for
such card, means for recording upon the card,

and devices for actuating the recording

- means, sald recording means consisting of a

IO

series of spring puncturing-points, arranged
n a straight line.

9. The apparatus for recording game-
scores consisting of a stationary score-card, a
holder for such card, means for recording

- upon the card, and devices for actuating the

L5

20

30

35

recording means, sald recording means con-
sisting of spring puncturing-points, arranged
in a straight line adapted to be operated suc-
cessively by the actuating devices. o

10. The apparatus for recording game-

‘scores consisting of a stationary score-card, a

holder for such card, means for recording
upon the card, and devices for actuating the
recording means, sald recording means con-

sisting of spring puncturing-points arranged

in a straight line, and said actuating devices

being adapted to operate the points 1in suc- |

cessive order.

11. The combination 1n a pdrtable game-~

recorder, of a holder, a serles of recording de-

vices, for recording the separate plays occur-

ring in an inning, means for actuating the said
recording devices in the order in which the

plays occur, and a score-card adapted to be
adjustably positioned in said holder for the

different innings and having inning-spaces,
each of such spaces being provided with num-
bers for indicating the several plays occur-
ring in the inning, and the recording devices

 being adapted to make their records adjacent
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to such numbers. - ., |

12. The combination in a portable game-
recorder, of a suitable holder, a series of re-
cording devices for recording the plays,
means for actuating said recording devices
and a score-card having inning-spaces which
are provided with numbers arranged 1n ra-
dial lines, the card being adapted to be ad-
justed for the different innings. '

13. The combination in a portable game-
recorder, of a suitable holder, a series of re-

cording devices for recording the plays,
means for actuating said recording devices

successively in the order of the plays, and a

score-card having inning-spaces which are
provided with numbers arranged 1n radial

lines, the card being adjustable for the dif- |

ferent Innings.

14. The combination in a portable game_'—-g

3

recorder of a suitable holder, a score-card ad-

justable in the holder and having inning-
spaces provided with numbers or characters
in radial lines for indicating the different

plays, a series of recording devices also ar-

ranged in radial lines and means for actuat-
ing said recording devices successively. |

- 15. The combination in a portable game-
recorder of a suitable holder, a circular score-
card adjustable around i1ts axis in the holder

60

and having inning-spaces provided withnum-

bers or characters in radial lines for indicat-
ing the different plays, a series of recording
devices also arranged 1n radial lines and
means for actuating said recording devices

successively.

~ 16. The game-recorder having a stationary

circular score-card divided into radial inning-

spaces, a holder therefor, a serles of play-re-
cording devices arranged radially of the card,
and. means for actuating said devices in suc-
cessive order whereby a record may be made

of all the plays occurring in an inning 1n a ra-

dial line upon the card.
- 17. The game-recorder having a stationary

score-card, a holder therefor, a series of play-

recording devices adapted to make records in
a straight line and in successive order upon

the card, and means adapted to actuate said
recording devices one by one. |

18. The game-recorder having a stationary
‘score-card, a holder therefor, a series of play-

recording devices arranged in a straight line
across the card and adapted to print in the
same straight line, a shide moving in line
with the recording devices and actuating the
same in successive order, and means for op-
erating said slide. '

~19. The game-recorder having a score-card,

‘a holder therefor, and a series of play-record-

ing devices, a slide for actuating the record-
ing devices and means for imparting a step-
by-step movement to said shde. |

20. A game -recorder having means for

making a permanent and separate serial rec-

ord upon a card of the plays occurring in each
of a plurality of innings, each inning-record
forming a separate series upon the card, and
an indicator actuated by and moving with
the recording means and adapted to show at
any stage of the game the number of plays
made in any inning while the inning 1s being

played. |
' AARON SAWYER NICHOLS.
Witnesses: '
” ErTa G. Foyg,
- Branxcue S. LEVY.
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