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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Francors X. BRODEUR,
of Liynn, in the county of Essex and State ot
Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Shoes, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention has relation to shoes of such
nature as to employ counters in their con-
struction—both boots and oxfords—and has
for its object to provide certain Improve-
ments therein for the purpose of reducing the
cost of manufacture and increasing the wear-
ing qualities thereot. -

As ordinarily constructed ashoeisprovided
with an upper having a lining and a counter
interposed between the heel or back portion
of the upper and the lining. The upper con-
sists in some cases of a vamp and ‘““quar-
ter,” so called, and in other cases of a vamp,
a foxing, and a top. The foxing is a strip of
Jeather which extends from the rear edges of
the vamp around the heel portion of the shoe
and is joined to the top.by one or more rows
of stitches.
shape to the counter itself, and its edges
usually extend slightly above the upper edges
of the counter. That portion of the upper
which. overlies the counter forms a consider-
able portion thereof, and it is the purpose of
the present invention to dispense with it, and
thereby greatly reduce the cost of the shoe.
This is accomplished by attaching the top of
the upper directly to the counter by a row of
stitches, so that the counter itself becomes a
part of the upper and takes the place of erther
the heel portion of the quarter or of the fox-
ing.

"On the drawings, Figure 1 1illustrates a
shoe made in accordance with the invention.
Fig. 2 represents a transverse section through

a portion of the shoe on the line 2 2 of Kig. 1.

Fig. 3 represents a longitudinal vertical sec-
tion through the rear portion of a shoe. FKig.
4 shows the upper as it is cut and before the
counter is attached thereto. Fig. 5 1llus-
trates a molded counter such as may be em-
ployed in accordance with the invention.
Fig. 6 represents a flat counter, which may
also be used as an alternative.

So far as the general features of construc-
tion of the shoe are concerned, the shoe does
not differ from those hitherto manufactured,

and it may be provided either with a welt or
the sole may be stitched on by the McKay |

| machine.

It is substantially similar m

The upper, however, is provided
with a vamp « and a top or quarter b. The
top or quarter b is cut away just as though 1t
were to be employed in connection with a
foxing, so that the lining ¢ shows, as illus-
trated 1n Fig. 4. - _

d indicates the counter. It may be either
molded or flat, as shown in Fig. 6. It 1s at-
tached to both the vamp and the top or quar-
ter, with its upper edge d’ overlapping them,
as shown in Fig. 1, and its upper edge 1s se-
cured to the vamp and quarter by rows ot

stitches @2, so that the counter becomes a por-

tion of the upper. The counter is colored to
match the remainder of the upper, so that it
is difficult to tell by inspection whether 1t 1s
different from the leather forming the re-
mainder of the upper, although the counter
itself is preferably formed of sole-leather or
other heavy leather properly skived to make
it soft and pliable near 1ts edge. The upper

edge of the counterisshaped to suit the pre-

vailing style of shoe, and it may have an or-
namental configuration, if desired.

As above stated, the counter is skived.
Along the upper edge, as shown in Figs. 2
and 3, this skiving is such that the stitches d*
unite the counter, lining, and the top or quar-
ter b without leaving any objectionable ridge
along either the outer or inner surfaces of the
shoe. The lower edge of the top or quarter &
is overlapped by the upper skived edge of the
counter, while the lining ¢ covers the entire
interior surface, the said lower edge of the top
or quarter being therefore firmly bound and
secured between the lining and the upper
edge of the counter, the stitches ¢* passing
through and uniting all three of these over-
lapped members. -

While I may employ a flat counter, as
stated, I prefer to employ a molded counter,
as shown in Fig. 5, for it greatly reduces the
labor necessary to the lasting operation, since

a molded counter closely conforms to the

heel end of the last. _
Shoes constructed in accordance with this

invention possess advantages over those
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heretofore constructed. The counter 1s of

stout durable leather and does not wear
through in the same way that the quarter
or foxing wears in shoes as commonly con-
structed. Furthermore, the shoe may be
easily and accurately lasted, whereas where a
loose counter is employed between the foxing
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or quarter and the lining it is frequently diffi-

cult to draw the quarter or the foxing taut
over the counter, so that the shoe presents a
neat and attractive appearance. The great
advantage, however, of the shoe constructed
i accordance with the invention is in the

saving of upper-leather. The counter is an
essential portion of the shoe, and by dispens-
ing with upper - leather to cover the coun-
ter there is saved not only the leather itself,
but also the services of the cutter, where

a foxing is employed. The shoe itself is |

stronger and more durable with this inven-
tion, since there are no seams at the back of
the shoe, except above the upper edge of the
counter, _'

Having thus explained the nature of the in-
vention and described a way of constructing
and using the same, although without at-
tempting to set forth all of the forms in
which 1t may be made or all of the modes of
its use, I declare that what I claim is—

1. A shoe having an exposed counter, a lin-

812,812

ing, and top or quarter, the lower edge of the
latter being overlapped by the upper edge of
the counter, uniting-stitches passing through
the said overlappe(% edges and the lining.

2. A shoe comprising a vamp, a top or

1 quarter, an exposed counter havine a skived
J

upper edge and overlapping the said top or
quarter, a lining and stitches passing through
the sald parts of the shoe to secure the lower
edge of the top or

ter and the lining. o

3. A shoe having an exposed molded coun-
ter, a lining, and top or quarter, the lower
edge of the latter being overlapped by the

quarter between the coun-
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upper edge of the counter, uniting-stitches -

passing through the
and the lining. .
In testimony whereof I have affixed my

signature in presence of two witnesses.
FRANCOIS X. BRODEUR.
Witnesses: '

CAROLYN C. STECHER,

Laurence E. KENNEDY.

sald overlapped edges
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