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To all whom it may conceri: |

Be it known that I, JAMEs A. MEBANE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at South
Boston, in the county of Halifax and State
of Virginia, have made certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Electrical Rosettes, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention is an improvement in that
class of devices commonly designated as *‘ro-
settes’’ or ‘‘ceiling-blocks,” the same being
provided withm eansfor connecting electrical
circuits and also with safety-fuse wires ex-
tending between the respective attachments
with which the line-wires and the lamp-wires

are duly connected.

The invention is embodied 1n the construc-

tion, arrangement, and combination of parts
nereinafter described, and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of my improved ro-

sette as arranged in position for use. Fig. 2
is a perspective view of the base portion with
the line-wires attached. ¥ig. 31sa plan view
of the.cap inverted. = Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of‘one of the base-clamps for the line-
wires and one of the connections secured to
the cap. Fig. 51is a transverse section of the
base. Fig. 61s a plan view of the metal strip
from which one of the devices or clamps for
attachment of wires is constructed. KFig. 7
is a perspective view of such device in the ex-
panded form. Fig. 8 is an end view of the
same when compressed before or after at-
tachment of the lamp-wires.

A and B indicate, respectively, the base
and cap of my improved rosette, C C the line-
wires connected therewith, and D D the
lamp-wires, which are attached to the cap in
the usual way. As shown in Figs. 2, 4, and
5, the means for attachment of the line-wires
to the base A are spring-clamps kK, whose
construction is as follows: As shown best in
Fig. 4, they are each formed of a narrow strip
of spring-metal, which is bowed and its ends
slotted.  One of said ends is provided with a
tongue ¢, (see especially Figs. 2 and 5,) which
when the two ends of the clamp K are approxi-
mated enters the slot ¢/ in the opposite jaw.
A line-wire is inserted between the jaw hav-
ing the slot ¢’ and the hook e, formed as de-
seribed, and since the jaws of the clamp tend
to separate it is apparent that the line-wire
is held firmly clamped against the lower jaw.
Tt will be seen that the hook e is curved sufli-
ciently to adapt it to clasp around or em-

brace the wire 1n such manner that the latter |

'F, which are shown in Fig. 5.

ing reduced in width and the body

' cannot escape! laterally save when the spring

jaws of clamp E are compressed and brought
together. The clamps I& are secured 1n re-
cesses in the base A by means of brass rivets
The heads of
the rivets are countersunk in the base A, and
the cavities above them are filled with plaster
or wax, as usual in such cases. The base

itself is secured to the ceiling by means of

screws in the usual way. As shown in Fig.
2, a curved partition G is arranged between
the clamps E—that is to say, the under side
of the base A has two recesses which are sep-
arated from each other by the said partition,
whose outer edge is flush with the hollow
bearing - surface of the base. One of the
clamps E projects into one of the said re-
cesses and the other clamp into the adjacent
recess. The cap B (see Fig. 3) is provided
with corresponding recesses, which are sepa-
rated by a curved partition G’, the same be-
ing flush with the bearing-surface of the cap.
Consequently when the cap is placed in due
position on the base, the two partitions G
and G’ coincide and lie in contact, thus in-
sulating from each other the wire connections
and preventing formation of an arc when a
current of high voltage is employed.

The wire connections H and I, which are
attached to the cap B, are constructed as fol-
lows: The connection H, which is illustrated
in Figs. 7 and 8, is formed of a narrow metal
strip, (see Fig. 6,) the ends A of the same be-
portion
provided adjacently with notches A’. The
said strip is bent into the form represented m
Fig. 7, the central portion of it bemg so

“shaped as to form a dovetail and the remain-

ing portions being curved in S-form. "The
dovetail portion is inserted in a correspond-

ing slot or noteh in the cap B and lies entirely

below the plane of the partitionG’. The con-
nection IT may be secured by friction; but 1
prefer to provide it with a lip or claw A% (see
Fig. 7,) which may be bent down into the
body of the cap. The connection H may
also be secured by simply indenting 1t or fore-
ing a portion into the recess or cavity in the
cap. The lamp-wires D are attached as fol-
lows: They pass between the first two con-
volutions and are then laid in the notches A/

in the form of the letter S, and their end por-

tions pass down between the clamps i, formed

. |

by the reduced ends of t.

The latter is made of spring-brass, and 1its

several convolutions clamp the wires very

he connection H..
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firmly when placed in position, as shown in

- Fig. 8, whereby the wires are held securely.

This wire connection is very quickly made,
and the wire 1s not injured, as is frequently

the case when screws are employed. It 1s

~ apparent that the wires may be quickly dis-
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connected by taking hold of end of wire and
pulling from under the spring convolutions.
The connections H and I are electrically con-
nected by fuses, (see Fig. 3,) which pass in-
termediately around bridges J, which are
formed integrally with the cap B or other-
wise suitably constructed. The connections
I are formed as to their body portions simi-
Jarly to the connections H already de-
scribed—that 1s to say, the body portion has
a dovetall form, and on one side it is provided
with convolutions and notches. Omne end of
the fuse-wise 1s attached to the connections I
by means of these convolutions and notches
i the same manner as the wires D are at-
tached to the connections H—that is to say,
the fuse-wires are carried in between the first
convolutions, then through the notches, and
their ends confined by the outer portion <.
(See Iig. 4.) Omn the opposite side the con-
nection I 1s provided with a spring-tongue 7.
(See Kig. 4.) This tongue, as there shown,
engages a clamp K, to which the line-wires C
are connected. As shown in Fig. 3, the two
connections I are arranged on opposite sides
of the partition G/, and the tongues or prongs
v/ project in opposite directions; but, as
shown mn Fig. 6, the tongues 7" stand above
the plane of the cap B. It will be under-
stood that when the cap is placed against the

‘base, as shown m Figs. 1 and 6, and then ro-
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tated slightly to the right the tongues or

prongs ¢" will engage the respective line-wire

clamps K and firmly lock therewith. By this
means the connections between the cap B
and the base A are made without the aid of
screws or any devices which require special
manipulation.

By means of the construction, arrange-
ment, and attachment of parts hereinbefore
described I effect an electrical connection
between the two main lines without the aid
of a screw. _ .

It will be understood that the base A and
cap B will be made of porcelain or some other
suitable and equivalent material.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 15— |

1. In an’ electrical rosette, the combina-
tion, with the cap, and a metal wire connec-
tion formed of spring sheet metal and having
1ts end portions constructed in S-shape and
provided with notches, of wires which pass
up through the cap proper and between the
convolutions of the said connections and
through the notches of the same, whereby
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they are duly held, substantially as described.~

2. The rosette-cap provided with a recess
and a wire connection whose body portion is
secured 1n sald recess and whose end portions
are folded or bent upon each other in S
shape and constructed with notches as and
for the purpose specified.

- - JAMES A. MEBANE.

Witnesses: _ _

J. J. LAWSON,

R._. V. WATKINS.
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