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To all whom it né,ay concern: N
Be it known that I, WrLriam D. Moore, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Cres- -

ton,in the county of Union and State of Iowa,

have invented new and useful Improvements

in Building-Blocks, of which the following is
a specification. o

his invention relates to building-blocks
and walls constructed therefrom. -

The object of the invention is to improve
the construction of such blocks and walls;
furthermore, to decrease the expense attend-
ing their production. -

ith the foregoing and other minor objects

in view, which will appear as the description

roceeds, the invention resides in the novel
orm of wall and building-block hereinafter
described and claimed. o
- In the accompanying drawings, forming

part of this specification, Figure 11is a perspec--

tive view of a wall constructed in accordance
with the invention. Fig. 2 is a detail view of
one of the improved building-blocks. Fig. 3
is a similar view of a block adapted for use
in forming the corner of a wall. Figs. 4 and
5 are detail views showing modified forms of
the improved block. _

As shown 1n Fig. 2, the improved block A

is substantially N-shaped. In other words,

each block comprises two approximately par-
allel members connected with each other by

Each of the notches 1
y which the N-shaped form of the
block is produced, extends, preferably, be-
yond the center of the block, said center be-

- 1ng indicated by the line 3 3. The object in
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~extending each of the notches 1 and 2 be-

yond the center of the block is to produce an
air-chamber throughout the entire length of
the block in order to render the same frost-
proof. Undercut mortar-grooves, such as 4,
are formed adjacent to the outer ends of the
notches 1 and 2. . o

The block'B, (illustrated in Fig. 3,) which
1s adapted to be used in forming the corner of
a building, is provided with a single notch 6,

having mortar-grooves 7, the notch 6 and

mortar-grooves 7 being.adapted to register

~ with the notch and grooves in the adjacent N-
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shaped block in order to form a diamond-
shaped air-chamber. The block B prefer-
ably 1s formed with a groove or channel 8,
adapted to permit the introduction of heated

air to the air-chamber for use-in heating the

building.
The

| block D. .

without departing
vention or sacrificing any of its advantages. =

lock C (illustrated in Fig. 4) prefer- |

| ably comprises a plufa,lity of N’-—s]:ia,pgd blocks

Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Feb, 15,:1908.

formed integral with each ‘other, as:shown; *

In other words, the block C comprises two
approximately parallel members connected

6o

with each other by two oblique members, as

shown. * -
A further modification is illustrated in Fig:
4 as consisting of an elongated N -shaped

4

In constructing a wall according to the
present invention the blocks A are placed

upon each other in such manner that the
notches of one block register with the notches
9

of the next adjacent blocks. The joints of
one tier of blocks are out of line with the

joints of the next lower tier, as indicated in
Fig. 1. It will be understood, however, that

:the diamond-shaped air-chambers in one tier
of blocks overlap and are in communication

with the chambers of the next lower tier in

such manner as to produce a circulation™of

heated air throughout the entire wall of the
building, thus maintaining the same in warm
condition. Grooves, such as 8 in Fig. 3, are
formed in the blocks wherever necessary to
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permt the introduction of heated air from a

suitable furnace and to enable such air to be

withdrawn at suitable points through regis-
ters or other similar devices 1nto a room

“which 18 to be heated. |

- The elongated N-shaped blocks D, such as
illustrated 1n Fig. 5, are adapted to be placed
beneath window-sills or over doorways, as
will be apparent to those skilled in the art to
which this invention relates.

The mmproved building - blocks may be
formed of any suitable material—such, for
example, as artificial stone and the like.

It will be understood that the exterior of
the wall may be roughened or ornamented in
any suitable manner, as desired.

It will be understood that the mortar-

grooves of the adjacent blocks register to-

gether and are adapted to receive mortar or
other suitable materal for. forming air-tight
seams. - _
Changes in the precise embodiment of in-
vention illustrated and described may -be
made within the scope of the following claims
om the spirit of the in-

It will be observed from Fig. 2 of the draw-
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ings that the extremities of the N-shaped

block are thicker adjacent to the central por-
tion thereof, as indicated at @ a, than’at the
ends thereof, as indicated - at b . In other

I10
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I words, the extremities of each block taper
gradua,lly or become decreased in width to-.

ward the ends. thereof. This method of
forming the block increases its strength and

permits it to be withdrawn more easily from

- the mold after the completlon of the molding
- operation.

- 1O

Instead of introduc¢ing heated air to the air-
chambers of a wall constructed 1n accordance
with this invention said air-chambers may

be emplo (fred for withdrawing cold air from a

room and conducting the same to a furnace.

~ After the cold air has been heated in the fur-

nace it 1s conducted throu h a suitable pipe
system to the rooms. In this way a continu-
ous circulation of air can be maintained

through a building.

{20

Having thus described the invention, Wh&t
is claimed 1s—

1. A building-block comprising two ap-
proximate parallel members having mortar-

- 812,66%

-grooves formed on the inside of the end por-
tions thereof, and an oblique member con-

necting said arallel members.
2. An N-shaped building-block, having the

notches thereo extendmg more than one-half
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the length of the block and being formed 111-:. -

tenorly with undercut mortar-grooves.

3. A wall constructed of N-shaped blocks‘
and corner-blocks, having notches adapted to

30

register with the notches of the a,d]a,cent N-

shaped hloeks.

4 An N-shap ed bulldmg-block having the'

extremities thereof decrea,smg in width to- =
_ ' 35
In testimony whereof I aflix my mgnature l

ward their.ends.

in presence of two witnesses. :
_ WILLIAM D. MOORE ‘
Witnesses:

Jopn’ W. MGNEES
J OHN W Mouok.
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