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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that 1, Aronzo H. FLOWERS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Mi-
amil, 1n the county of Dade and State of
IFlorida, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Columns, of which the follow-
ing 1s a specification. | ' |

This invention relates to columns such as
are used principally adjacent to the ends of
hand-rails in hallways and the like, although
the columns may
in other connections.

- The objects of the invention are to im-
prove, simplify, and strengthen the construc-
tion of such columns and to decrease their
welght as well as the expense attending the
manufacture. | |

With these and other minor objects in view,

which will appear as the description pro-
ceeds, the mmvention resides in the precise

combination and arrangement of parts and
in the exact details of construction heremaft-
ter described and claimed as a practical em-
bodiment of the invention. '

In the accompanying drawings, forming &
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a column constructed in ac-
cordance with the invention disposed adja-
cent to theend of a hand-rail. INig. 2 is a
cross-section of the improved column. _

Like reference-numerals designate corre-
sponding parts in the two figures of the draw-
ings. _
‘The numeral 1 indicates the base, which is
adapted to rest upon the floor or other sup-
port for the column. Resting upon the base
1 18 a disk 2, upon which is disposed a plu-
rality of flat vertical bars 3, which are sepa-
rated from each other and radiate from a
common center. Arranged at intervals be-
tween the bars 3 are spacing-formers, such as
4 4, to which the bars 3 are attached by
means of bolts or nails 5, which extend en-
tirely through the bars and into the spacing-
formers.

top piece 7. _ __ _
The base 1, disks 2 and 6, top piece 7, ver-

tical bars 3, and spacing-formers 4 preferably

are constructed of wood, although it will be
obvious that any other suitable material may

The outer edges of the bars 3 may be
carved or decorated in any suitable manner,
as shown, in order that the column may pre-

sent an ornamental appearance.

be adapted readily for use

_ Upon the upper ends of the verti-
cal bars 3 is placed a disk 6, on which rests a

- varlious members contacted with each other

d

'

The hand-rail 8, adjacent to the end of
which the improved column is located, may
be attached to the column in any desired
manner. The attachment preferably is ef-
fected by extending the hand-rail between
two adjacent vertical bars and fastening it in
any suitable manner to one of the spacing-
formers 4. - ' '

The column of this invention is strong,
light, durable, and inexpensive in construec-
tion and ornamental in appearance. By
reason of the fact that the bars are separated
in the manner described the improved col-

umn 18 unatfected by changes of temperature

which would cause a column wherein the

to expand or contract when damp or dry, and

thus spoil the appearance and lessen the du-
rability and strength of the column. '

In 1ts precise combination and arrange-
ment of parts and in its exact details of con-

struction the column of this invention pre-

sents an improvement over prior devices of a,

similar character. When the improved col-
umn 1s used upon a porch or veranda it pro-
vides an admirable support for vines, trail-
ers, and the like. o -
Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed as new is— '
A column comprising a plurality of longi-

tudinal bars having flat sides and continu-

ous straight inner edges, the bars being also
provided with edgewise openings extending
transversely through the same, solid spacing-
blocks having on their peripheries squargd
bearings arranged at suitable distances apart

so as to contact with the straight inner edges

of the bars, said blocks being provided with
openings extending into their solid body por-
tions, said openings coinciding with the open-
ings of the bars, bolts secured in the openings
of the bars and those of the blocks to permit
of the flat sides of the bars
equal distances apart throughout their en-
tire lengths, the bars being further provided
on ijpos:-.lte ends with disks and supporting-
blocks, and said bars when secured to the
blocks having their surrounding front face
edges extending outwardly, substantially as

speciiied.
In testimony whereof 1 affi
1n presence of two witnesses.

ALONZO H. FLOWERS.

X my signature

Witnesses:
L. E. WiLrraMson,
(. L. CoaAnNDLER.
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