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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALFRED J. AESH-IER; )

citizen of the United States, residing at Diehl-
stadt, in the county of Scott and State of
Missouri, have invented a new and useful Au-
tomatic Hen’s Nest, of which the following 1s

~ -a specification.

1O

~ This invention relates to nests for hens and

other domestic fowls, and has for its object to
'groylde a simple, inexpensive, and efficient.
device of this character in which. the weight

of the hen automatically closes the door of

- the hen-house, so as to prevent the entrance
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of other fowls while the hen is sitting.
A further object of the invention 1s to pro-

vide means for automatically moving the
door to open position when the hen leaves the
- mnest and means for permitting free vertical’
o ;novemen‘t of the nest and actuating - plat--

form. o |

A still further object is to generally im-

prove this class of devices so as to add to
" their utility and durability as well as to re- |
| platform 10 and thence upwardly and for-

.. duce the cost of the manutacture.
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- With these and other objects In view. the
invention consists in the construction and

novel combination and arrangement of parts

~ hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the

~ gccompanying drawings, and poihtéd out in
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the claims hereto appended, it being under-

stood that various changes in form, propor- !

tion, and minor details of construction may
be resorted to without departing from the

- principle or sacrificing any of the advantages
- In the accompanying drawings, forming a -

of this invention.

. T .‘_.

" part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-

spective view of a hen’s nest constructed 1n

adeordance with my invention, the pivoted

» lid or top of the hen-house being broken away
‘to more clearly show the interior construc-
“tion. . Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view

showing in full lines the door closed and 1n

dotted Tines the door open.

 Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

responding parts in both the figures of the

- drawlngs.

~ casing 5, which may be constructed of wood

gs. .
The 1mproved device consists of a box or

or other suitable material and which consti-

tutes the henzhouse, said casing }‘)Qinié* pro-

vided with a hinged top or cover'6 and hav-

| which is closed by & swinging door 8, pivoi;ed

at 9 to the casing, as shown.  The casing 5 1s

preferably divided by a trapsverse. partition
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5 into a plurality of communicating com-

partments, and mounted for vertical move-

ment in the rear compartment of the hen-
house or casing is a.nest - supporting plat-
form 10, designed to receive the straw or
other material of which the nest is formed.

Secured to the bottom of the platform, at

one corner thereof, as by a pin 11, 1s a cord or
other flexible medium 12, which passes up-
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wardly through an opening 13 in the plat-

formand throughan eye 14, disposed in aline-

‘ment with but spaced from the opening 13,
and thence to an eye 15, secured to the mner

face of the door 8 at a point adjacent the

pivot 9. The cord 12 is fastened in any suit-

able manner to the eye 15 and the free end

| thereof exténded rearwardly through the eye

14 and through a similar eye 16, secured to
the rear wall of the hen-house, being then
passed downwardly beneath and across the
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wardly through the eyes 17 and 18 to an eye

19, secured to the pivoted door and prefer-
ably disposed in alinement with the eye 15.

It will thus be seen that when the hen enters

the nest the weight . of the fowl on the plat-
form 10 will de{)ress the latter, and thereby
cause the flexible cords to move the pivoted

door to closed position and hold ‘the doer 1n -
“that position so long as the hen is on the nest.

As a means for automatically opening the

| door there is provided a wertically-movable

actuating-platform 20, to which is secured by
a pin 21 a cord 22, which passes upwardl
through an eye 23, secured to the side wall of

cured to the pivoted edge of the door 8, and

‘thence beneath the pivoted edge of said door

to a bracket 26, secured to the outer face ol

| the door at a point adjacent. the free end

thereof. The cord then passes through an

opening 27 in the front wall of the hen-house
{ and thence upwardly through the eye 24 and
rearwardly to a similar eye 28, thence down-~

wardly beneath and across the platform 20

8o

y 9o

the hen - house, and thence downwardly =
| through an eye 24 and a similar eye 25, se-

o5
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and upwardly through an eye 29, secured to

the._gide wall of the hen-house opposite the

‘eye 28.  After engaging the eye 29 the cord

- ing an opening 7, formed in one end thereof, | 22 passes forwardly through an eye 29 and
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downwaldlv th1 ou':rh an eye 30 on the pw-
oted edge of the doer to a corresponding

bracket 81 and thence rearwardly through an
“opening 31’ in the front wall of the casing and
upwardly to the eye 29, the end of the cerd' —
being threaded throuﬂ*h an eye 32 and fas-
tened to the -bottom of the plattorm 20 by ;

the pin 21. The lower wall of the opening 7
is formed with spaced recesses or depressions

32" for the reception of the eyes 25 and 30
when the door 8 is closed. . It will thus be
~'seen that when the hen leaves the nest and

steps upon the platform 20 the latter will be

~depressed, thereby causing the cord 22 to ex-
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same time by reason of

act a downward pull on " the brackets and |1

move the door to open position and at the
exible connection
between the uoor ‘and the platform 10 move
the latter platform to elevated position or in
position to agaln close thé door as Soon as

‘the hen enter&. the nest.

~As'a means for assisting the hen in opening

'the door should the 1:{1,1;1331‘ for any cause have

a tendem}* to stick the door 1s pr ovided at its

frec edge with an opening 33, through which

the fowl may project its head and bear upon

the door in the act of leaving the h‘i’ﬂ house.

‘The side walls of the hen-lhouse are provided

“with a series of ventilating-openings 34, and
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' -t,hu platform

'-18 clalme

atively connected with the
‘the latter and simultaneously elevating the
nest-supporting platforim. - '
. 2, In a device of the class descrlbed 2 cas-
ing pmwded with a movable door, a verti-

formed in said side walls below the p.
10 and 20 dre openings 35 to permit
cape of air When sald platforms are depl egsed

or lowered.
| Th-;, brackets 26 and’ 31 also serve as Q.

means for supporting the free end of the pLV-

~oted door when the latter is in open position,

as best shown in Fig. 2 of the urawmgf

From the foregoing des scriptionit is th ought
: tha,t the construetion and operation of the de-
vice will bereadily understood by those skilled
in the art, and further descnptlon thereof 1S
“deemed unnecessary.

Having thus descrlbed tge mventmn What
18—
1. In a device of the classdescribed, a cas-

: nﬂ' provided with a pivoted door havmcr an’
opening formed in itsfreeend, a nest-—support— |
ing platform arranged within the’ casing and.
adapted to close the door when the platform

s depressed, and an actnating-platform oper-

f*ally—-mova,ble nest- -supporting pla,tform aT-
ranged within the casing and adapted to close

‘tuc door when the pl: atform is cdepressed, and
. an actuating-platform operatively cmmected

bo
- multaneousl Ly elevating the nest supporting

with the door for opening the latter and si-

atforms
’ tlle e5--

door for opening

v

- Ing havmcr a pivoted

the door for opening the :

- 811,891

in the wallsof the casing below 5&1(1 platim ms
10 permlt the escape of air.

3. In'a device of the class described, a cas-
doour the free end of
which is prowded with an opening, a parti-
tion extending transversely of the casing and

dividing the latter into a plurality of commu-
| mc&tmm‘ compartments, a nest-supporting
_platlol m mounted for vertical movement in

oneof the compartments and adapted toclose
the door when said platform is depressed, and
an, actuatmcr—plmtfmm mounted for. vertical
movement in the epposite compartment and
operatively connected to the door for opén-
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ing the latter and simultanéously: elevatmtr B

the nest-supporting platform.

4. In-a device of the class described, a cas--

ing provided with a pivoted door, a nest- -sup-
pertmﬂ' platform mounted for vertical move-
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ment ‘Wluhlll the casing, a flexible connection

between the platform and the inner face of
the door for closing the latter when the plat—-

form is depressed, an dctuating-platform co-
acting with the nest-supporting platform
and movable smmltaneously in the opposite
direction, and a flexible connection between

the actuat ing-platform and the outer face of

atter. |
lass'described, & cas-

5. In a device of the ¢
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ing provided with a pwoted door ha‘nnn‘ an -

opening in its free edge, brackets secured to

“the door on each side of the opening and

adapted to support the door when in lowered
position, a nest-supporting platform arranged

when the platt{}rm is depressed, an actuat-
ing-platform mounted for vertical movement
within the casing, and a flexible connection

between the actuatmﬂ—platform and | the

brackets for opening thedoor.
- 8. In a device of the class descr 1bed 8 Cas-

| ing havihg a pivoted door, a partition extend-

ng tr&msversely of the c&smg and dividing

| the latter into a plurality of commumcatmﬂ'
compartments, guiding devices secured t0 -
the side walls of the casing, a nest-supporting.

platform mounted for vertical movement in

-one of the compartments, a flexible medium

extending across the bottom of the platform
and passmfr through the guiding’ devices for
connection with the innertace of the door for
closing the latter, an actuating-platform dis-

posed Swithin the opposlte compartment; and

a2 Hexible connection between the &ctuatmm—
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Within the casing and adapted to close the door

1C0-
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platforzn and the outer face of the door for _f

opening said door. o
7. In a device of the class descmbed a cas-

ing provided with a downiwardly-swinging

' pwoted door having an opening formed in its

free end, brackets secured to the door, a par-

tition- extendmfr transversely. -of the casing
Lhu‘e bem?__ an opening formed 1 and d1v1d111g the latter mto aplm ality of COm-
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muniesting compartments, a nest-supporting | neath the pivoted edge of the door forengage-
platform mounted for vertical movement in | ment with the brackets whereby the down- 1o
one of the compartments, a flexible connec- | ward movement of the actuating - platform

“tion between the platform and the inner face | will automatically open the door.

- of the door for closing the'latter, an-actuat-| ' ALFRED J. ABSHIER.
~ ing-platform mounted within the opposite | Witnesses: ' _
compartment, and a flexible medium secured | “W. KIRKPATRICK,
‘to the actuating-platform and extending be- | . S. K. REXER,. '
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