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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, Lewis D. Coox, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Mount

Holly Springs, in the county of Cumberland

and State of Pennsylvania, have mvented

certain new and useful Improvements in Ini-

tiating Apparatuses; and 1 do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the invention, such as will enable oth--

ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to

- make and use the same.

My invention is an improved Initiating ap-

' 'paratus to be used in initiating candidates to
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membership in secret - order organizations;
and it consists in the construction, combina-
tion, and arrangement of devices hereinafter
described and claimed.

- In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
. . J s AR = i -
“a perspective view of the initiating apparatus

embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a longi-

 tudinal sectional view of the same looking 1n.
- one direction. TFig. 3 is a similar view look-
ing in the reverse direction. - Fig. 4 is a verti-.
cal transverse sectional view of the same.

Fig. 5 is'a detail perspective view of the firing
mechanism, and Fig. 6 is a detail elevation of

‘the panel locking and releasing mechanism.

~ In the embodiment of my invention 1 pro-
vide a box or casing 1, which is here shown as
in the form of a book and is provided with a

~ hinged cover 2, in which is a revoluble panel
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 ing. On opposite sides of the revoluble panel
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3, the pivots of which are indicated at 4. A

“coil-spring 5 is also provided, which 1s con-

cealed within the panel and which serves to
rotate the panel in one direction, the spring
being wound by first manually turning the
panel in the reverse direction. The hinged
cover 2 carries a locking - bolt 6 to engage
either end of the panel and lock the same
with either side thereof outermost. The
locking-bolt is normally held in locking posi-
tion by a spring 7 and is operated by a lever
8, which has an operating-rod 9 and a press-
button 10, the said rod being guided 1m an
opening in a cleat 11 on the inner side of the
hinged cover or lid. In one side of the open-

“ing in the hinged cover or lid in which the
revoluble panel is mounted are a pair of con-

tact-plates 12, which are connected, by means

- of suitable conducting-wires 13, to the termi-

nals of a battery 14 in the box or casing. In
the conducting-wires is included a switch 15,
which is located at one end of the box or cas-

are electric lamps 16 17, the former being on
‘the obverse side of the revoluble panel and

' the latter on the reverse side thereof. On

the obverse side of the panel is displayed a

symbolic of the controlling principle or virtue

“device 18, which may be, say, the emblem of
‘the organization, and on the reverse side of
the panel is another device 19, which may be
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which it is the object and aim of the society

to promote. The lamps on the respective
sides of the panel may be either of the same
color or of different colors. The conductors

| of the respective lamps successively contact
with the contact-plates 12 when the panel is

turned or reversed, and when the switch is on
the lamp which is on the outer side of the
panel will be burning, while the lamp which

is within the casing on the opposite side of

°

the panel will be out of circuit with the bat- -

tery. - | | | |
It will be understood that the lamps will
serve to illuminate the devices 18 19, respec-
tively, on the opposite sides of the panel.

In the box or casing is a firing mechanism
for exploding one or more cartridges simulta-
neously with the turning of the panel when
the latter is released, which firing mechanism
I will now describe. A bar 20, which 1s dis-
posed longitudinally of the box or casing, 1s
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secured on the bottom thereof near one side

and has a recess 21, in which 1s a plate 22,

which is provided at one end with a shoulder

23. In the said recess of the said bar 1s
mounted a firing-block 24, which 1s pivoted
at one end, as at 25. The said firing-block 1s
adapted to close against and to bear upon the
shoulder 23 and to be locked in closed posi-
tion by a spring-detént 26. A spring 27 1s
provided, the function of which is to open the
?ring—block when the detent is released there-
from. -

Above the firing-block is a bar 28, which is
secured to the bar 20 and carries firing-pins

29, which register, respectively, with the car-

tridge-chambers 30 of the firing-block, so
that when the firing-blockis in closed position
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the cartridges are directly under the firing-

PINS.
ends of spring-hammers 31, which carry fir-
ing-heads 32 at their free ends. Each of the
sald spring-hammers is provided in 1ts free
end with a slot 33. Revoluble trip-rods 34
have their lower ends mounted in suitable
bearings with which the bar 20 1s provided.
Said trip-rods extend through the slots in the
hammer-springs and are provided at their
lower ends with trigeer-arms 35 and near

On the bar 20 are secured the outer
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 their upper ends with detent-arms 36, which -



~are adapted to be turned into and out of reg-
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istry with the slots of the hammer-springs
and are disposed at suitable angles with ref-
erence to the trigger-arms.

The operation of my invention is as fol—
lows: When the firing-block has been loaded
with cartridges, it is turned to firing position
and locked by the detent 23, the hammer-
springs having been prevlously raised and en-
gaged by the detent-arms of the trip-rods.
The act of turning the trip-rods to the posi-
tion required to cause them to engage and
hold the spring-hammers in cocked position
disposes the trigger-arms of the trip-rods in

the path of one side of the revoluble display-

penel The panel 1s initially disposed so tha,t
the lamp 16 and device 18 are outermost and
the switch is closed, so as to cause the light
16 to burn, and hence to illuminate the said
device 18. The candidate for initiation is di-
rected to approach, and the person or one of
the persons performmg the ceremony of initia-
tion at the proper time pushes and releases
the push-button 10, whereupon the spring in

the panel causesthe latter torevolve suddenly

through half a revolution, so as to display the
reverse lamp and device. It will be under-
stood that as the panel thusturnsitstrikes the
trigger arms of the trip-rods and turns said

trip-rods so as to cause them to release the |

hammer-springs, which coact with the firing-

- pins to explode the cartridges.

811,708

Having thus described my invention, Whet -

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. An 1mt1&tmg device having a revoluble
member, means to revolve the same, means
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to lock and predetermine the extent of the |

revolution thereof electric lamps on oppo-

site sides of said revoluble member, succes-
sively displayed by the rotation thereof a
source ol energy, and connections mcludmﬂ'

the same and the said lamps.

2. An initiating device having a revoluble
member, means to lock and predetermme the
extent of the revolution thereof, electric

lamps on opposite sides of said revoluble

member, a source of energy and connections
to sueceeswely include the respective lamps
in circuit with the source of energy as the
revoluble member rotates. |

3. In apparatus of the class described, the
combination of a revoluble display element
and a firing mechanism including a hammer
and a trigger to release the hammer, said
trigger projecting into the path of the Irevo-
luble display element for operation thereby.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. |
| | LEWIS D. COOK.
Witnesses:

J. W. GARNER,
K. P. BoxnyEA.
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