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To all. whom it maiy concerw: -

Be it known that I, FrED W. ToBEY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Grand
Rapids, in the county of Kent and State of
Michigan, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Filing-Cabinets, of which the
following is a specification. _

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in filing-cabinets; and the ob-
iect is to simplify and make more efficient the
construction of those cabinets especially de-
signed for what is called ““ vertical ” filing.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva--

tion of two sections of the cabinet, the upper
section having the front in position and the

lower section being partly in elevation and

being partly a cross-section on the line 5 6 of
Fig. 2. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical sec-
dotted line
7'8 of Fig. 1. TFig. 3 is a top plan view of
the extension-slide upon which the drawer

rests. Fig. 4is a vertical cross-section of the

lower part of the drawer.

_ Fig. 5 is an 1nte-
rior plan of the upper portion of- the tront,
showing in cross-section the upper portions
of the sides of thedrawer. Fig. 61is a side ele-
vation of a two-section ‘cabinet having the
extension-slides and the drawers open. Fig.
7 is a cross-section of the extension-slide on
line 1 2 of Fig. 3, showing in projection other
parts of the slide. |

A, in Figs. 1 and 6, represents the side or

main frame of the cabinet. B C represent
the front of the drawer, the same being in two
sections divided by a seam, B being the upper
and C the lower portion. D is the bottom ot
the drawer. Each side of the drawer 1s
formed in two parts, E E being the lower

parts, rigidly attached to the bottom and
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forming with it the lower portion of a box,

-and T ¥ being the upper portions attached to

the upper part B of the front and with that
forming the upper portion of a box shding

upon the lower portion. G G are suitable

ways or guides for the sliding contact between
the upper and lower portions of the sides.
The lower part of this drawer or box 1s pro-
vided with a back in the usual way, while the
upper part of the box is open at the rear and
is without any attached back.

H H are angle-pieces rigidly attached to
the lower part of the drawer and slidably en-
gaging with the upper part

|

This upper part is provided with the way H’,
as indicated by the dotted lines in Fig. 6, and
the upper bent portion of the angle-piece I
slides in this way H’, thus preventing the up-

 per portion of the drawer from moving away

|

‘volve 1n 1t.

‘section in Kig. 7.

- the shde.

from or separating from the lower portion,
while allowing free longitudinal motion of
these portions with reference to each other.

I is'a rod upon which the cards or files shde
and which holds them in position. This
may be of any customary form, and 1 do not

show it in detail.
" J is a follower which takes the place of the

missing rear end of the upper part of the

drawer and stands at an angle, as shown. It
mav be moved forward or back in the drawer
and shifted into different positions or locked
in position, all in any customary manner,
and I have not shown the details of its ad-
justability.
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The drawer itself is carried by and slides |

upon an extension-slide instead of upon the
bottom of its containing section or crate.
This extension-slide is illustrated in ibs ex-
tended position in Fig. 6 and is shown In-de-
tail in Figs. 3 and 7. It is composed of a
frame of any suitable shape, but which 1

have shown as rectangular and composed of
side and end pieces K K. Tt is provided

with transverse rollers Li L/, which are suit-
ably journaled in the slide, so that they re-

lower surfaces with suitable stops, which 1
have shown in the form of cross-bars K’ and
O. The inner edges of the side pieces K K
are suitably rabbeted, as shown by the dot-
ted lines S in Fig. 3 and as shown 1n cross-
The under surface of the
drawer is provided with a guide or block
which slides in the way formed by the two

It is also provided upon its
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sides K K of the extension-slide, and thus the

forward motion of the drawer upon the ex-
tension-slide is guided by this block M and 1s
always parallel to the sides of the slide, so
that the drawer cannot become twisted upon
The bottom of the drawer is also

provided with a T-shaped guide N, which in

“the torm shown is separate from the cuide M.

The wings of this T-shaped guide project
into and slide in rabbets or grooves S in the
side pieces of the extension-slide, thereby
preventing the drawer from being lifted oft

of the drawer. | from the slide. As the drawer is drawn for-
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- away from the other.
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-each other and to t
supplying this
the box. =

-

ward of to.the left in Fig, 3 upoii the exten- |

sion-slide the guide M will strike the cross-
bar or stop O, and the forward motion of the

drawer will be thereby checked. If it is de-
sired to remove the drawer, it may be lifted
over the stop and pulled a short distance far-
ther forward, when the wings of the T-guide
N will register with the vertical slots P in the
shide, and it will thereby be permitted to lift
the drawer vertically away from the slide.
The main frame of the cabinet is provided

‘with any suitable stop, which when the slide

18 drawn out to the position shown in the up-
per section in Fig. 6 will engage with the cross-
bar or stop K’ upon the shde and prevent the
further forward motion of the latter. The
rollers L L’ have their ends carried by and
moving in suitable grooves in the sides of the
cabinet-frame, such grooves being indicated
by dotted lines in Fig. 6 and clearly shown in
cross-section in Fig. 1.. The drawer through
contact made by the bottoms of its sides
rests upon and is wholly carried by these roll-
ers and is not carried directly by the main
frame of the extension-slide. ~ It will be ap-
parent that as the drawer is pulled forward
1ts welight resting upon these rollers will
cause them to revolve and that they will
travel forward in their supporting - grooves,
the rollers revolving in and carr Ing with
them the extension-slide, and that because of

the differing motion of the periphery and of

the center of these rollers the drawer will
move forward at a much faster
will the extension-slide, and if the parts are
properly proportioned both the drawer and

the extension-slide will reach their respective

fixed limits of forward motion at about the
same time, as illustrated in the upper section
of Fig. 6.  Additionally, to prevent any tilt-
the upper portion of the drawer upon
the lower portion I provide a band Q, which
is attached rigidly near its rear to the outside
of each upper drawer

tion, being carried under the same in the slot
or recess '.. This construction does not in-
terfere with the longitudinal motion of the
upper and lower drawer portions with refer-
ence to each other, but prevents lifting one
_ his band Q is also
rigid enough to hold the upper portions of
the sides in vertical alinement with the lower
portions; and thereby in proper relation to

16 complete box, thus
function of the missing end of

R 1s a spring-latch
to connect the up
the front, and
of both parts.
leased by
the upper portion is permitted to move for-
ward sﬁda ly upon the lower portion.

operating when closed
per and lower portions of

speed than

portion and which
‘passes loosely around the lower drawer por-

filled with files

- When the drawer thus

thereby make one drawer out.
‘When this spring-latch is re- |
lifting or by opening in any way,

810,828

In using this device after tﬁé parts are as- 63

sembled and the upper and lower portions of
the drawer being as shown in the lower see-
tion of Fig. 6, forming one ordinary drawer,

the files to be contained are inserted and the
follower J is brought forward, so as properl

to bind them. When it is desired to consult
these files, the drawer is pulled out from the

cabmet, and its relation to the cabinet and

the extension-slide permits the drawer to be
drawn entirely outside of the cabmmet, thus
giving free access to the extreme rear of the
drawer and avoiding the necessity for having
the rear (li’QI‘tiOIl of the drawer held by and
supported in the cabinet, where it is not ac-
cessible. It will be noticed that the con-
tained files are by their lower edges held and
firmly bound in the box constituted by the
lower portion of the drawer. Their upper
portions are also held closely together and
too closely to permit of inspection and selec-
tion. Desiring to inspect these files and

| select one for withdrawal or perhaps to ex-

amine to some extent without withdrawal I
release the catch R and pull forward the up-
per portion of the drawer until it takes tlllje
}i:osition shown in the up‘fer section in Fig. 6.

his leaves the lower edges of the files still
firmly bound, with all the upper portions un-
bound, and permits all the selection and in-
spection necessary without further disturb-
Ing the file. When the upper portion of the
drawer is restored to its former osition; the
entire drawer is once more a single structure.

The construction described not only per-

mits the entire drawer to be withdrawn from,

the cabinet, but gives additional space for
the follower, which usually occupies the tilted
position shown and is difficult of access with-

out removing the drawer entirely from the
- cabinet.

er portion of the drawer is provided with no
Eac the tilting follower may be moved to the
extreme rear at the bottem, and thereby
leave the entire bottom s
sertion of files, while the follower in its tilting
or swinging motion will extend back of the
rear of the drawer. When the drawer is thus
and 1s shoved back into posi-
tion, the follower striking against the rear of
the cabinet will have its upper portion swung

operation with the top of the front of the

together as firmly as the bottom -is held.
completely filled is
withdrawn and pressure upon the upper por-
tion of the file is relieved by the tilting back
of the follower and by the forward motion of
tlﬁe‘,upward part of the front, the action of
the
book, the files representing the leaves and the
follower.and the front representing the cov-

| ers, and when thus partially opened the files

It 1s evident also that since the up-

device may be compared to that of a8
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ace open for the in-
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forward and it will become upright and in co. .

drawer will hold the upper portion of the files - |
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or leaves may be readily examined, while at |

the same time the edges are bound together,

10

20

25

as in & book. The converse is true in closing

the drawer, whereby the files are closed like |

the leaves of a book. This motion by the

upward part of the front, which 1 compare

to the motion of the cover of a book, may be
a distinct motion of separation, as I have
shown, or might be a swinging or any other
equivalent motion. B

Having thus described my invention, what
1 claim to have invented, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s— .

1. In a filing-cabinet, a sliding drawer com-
posed of an upper section and 4 lower section,
and means for holding the same in slidable
contact with each other whereby the upper
section of the drawer may be drawn forward
sliding upon the lower section. - -

2. In a filing-cabinet, the combination, with
the main frame, of a sliding drawer composed
of an upper and a lower section in slidable en-
gagement with each other, and & follower
forming the back of the upper portion of the
drawer and adjustable to and from the front.

3. In a filing-cabinet, the combination with

" the main frame, of a sliding drawer composed

~ tions of the front to move away from each
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~of an upper and a lower section in slidable en-
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of sides, a sectional front, a tilting back and a_
‘bottom, means for adjusting the back to and

from the front, and means for permitting the
upper portion of the back and one of the sec-

other while the lower portion and the other
section of the front retain their relative posi-
tions, whereby the contained files may -be
freely examined while held bound by their

lower edges.

4. In a filing-cabinet, the combination with

the main frame, of a sliding drawer composed

of an upper and a lower section in slidable en-

gagement with each other, a follower forming

the back of the upper section of the drawer
and adjustable to and from the front, and
means for preventing the upper section from
moving forwardly upon the lower section.

5. In a filing-cabinet, the combination with
the main frame, of a sliding drawer composed

gagement with each other, a follower form-
ing the back of the upper section of the

drawer and adjustable to and from the front,

means for preventing the upper section from
moving forwardly upon the lower section, and

means carried by one section and engaging.

in the other of the sections to prevent the tilt-
ing of the sections upon one another. '
6. In a filing-cabinet, the combination with

~ the main frame, of an extension-slide ar-

6o

ranged therein, asliding drawer composed of
an upper and a lower section mounted upon
said frame, rollers carried by the extension-
slide, adapted to support the slide and actu-
ated by the sliding drawer, and means for

holding the sections of the drawer in slidable |

contact with each other, whereby the upper 65
section of the drawer may be drawn forward

in a sliding manner upon the lower section.

7. In a filing-cabingt, the combination with
the main frame, of a sliding drawer composed.
of an upper and a _
enga,%fment' with each other, a follower form-
ing the back of the upper portion of the
drawer and adjustable to and from the front,

and means for detachably connecting the said
sections together,
erative position preventin

said means when In op-
the sliding of one
section upon the other and when 1n mopera-

‘tive position permitting one of the sections

moving forwardly upon the other ot the sec-
tions. . | -

8. In a filing-cabinet, the combination with
o main frame, of an extension-slide arranged
therein, a sliding drawer composed of an up-
per and a lower section, supporting-rollers
carried by the extension-slide’and adapted to
be actuated by the sliding drawer, nieans for
holding the sections of the drawer in slidable
contact with each other so that the upper sec-
tion can beslid forward upon the lower section,
and means for locking the two sections. to-

gether to form a, unit and to prevent one sec-,

tion moving in advance of the othér section.

9. In a filing-cabinet, the combination with
a main frame, of an extension-slide arranged
therein, a slide-drawer composed of an upper
and a . lower section, supporting-rollers car-
ried by the extension-slide and adapted to be
actuated by the slide-drawer, means for hold-
ing the sections of the drawer 1n slidable con-

tact with each other so that the upper section
can be slid forward upon the lower section,
means for locking the two sections together to

form a unit and to prevent one section mov-
ing in advance of the other section, and means
carried by one section and engaging in the
other of the sections to prevent the tilting of

3_\

lower section in slidable 7o
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the sections upon one another when with-

drawinge them from the cabinet.

10. In a filing-cabinet, the combination

with a main frame, of an extension member
arranged therein, a sliding drawer composed
of an upper and a lower sectigon, means car-
ried by one of thesections and engaginginthe
other of the sections for holding the sections
in slidable contact and for limiting the shiding
movement of the upper section upon the
lower section, and means for locking the two
sections together to form a unit and to pre-
vent one section moving in advance of the

other section.
11. In a filing-cabinet, the combination

with a.main frame, of an extension member
arranged thereih, a sliding drawer composed
of’an upper and a lower section, means car-
ried by one of the sections and engaging in the
other of the sections for holding the sections
in slidable contact and for limiting the slid-
ing movement of the upper section upon the

110
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lower section, means for locking the two sec- | In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

tions together to form a unit and to prevent | my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

one section moving in advance of the other | nesses. '
Section, and means carried by one section and- | ' FRED W. TOBEY.

5 engaging in the other section to prevent the | Witnesses: . .
tilting of the sections from one another when | A. C. DENISON, |
withdrawing the sections from the cabinet. MARrY S. TooKER.
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