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To all whom 6 muay concern:

Be 1t known that I, CuarrEs KoEHLER, a
citizen ot the United States, and a resident of
Toledo, 1in the county of Lucas and State of

Fr

Ohio, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Hat-Display Racks; and T
do hereby declare the following to be a full

clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which 1t appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. -

My invention relates to supporting racks

women’s, and children’s hats.

The object of my invention is the provision
of an apparatus of this class that is simple

tion; easily adjustable to suit the angle at
which 1t is desired to display the hat, and so
shaped as to adapt its resilient gripping-arms
to be easily compressed with one hand for the
purpose of being inserted within the crown
of a hat, thus rendering the other hand free
to hold and arrange the hat thereon.

A further object of my invention is to Pro-
vide means at suitable points on the surfaces
of the resilient arms whereby the crown of a
hat placed thereon is frictionally engaged to
prevent its slipping one way or the other on
the rack.

The 1nvention is fully described in the fol-

lowing specification and shown in the accom-

panying drawings, in which—-

Kigure 1 is a perspective view of the rack
comprising my invention supported on a
stand, and Fig. 2 is a plan view of the rack
removed from the stand and showing in dot-
ted limesthe outline of a hat-crown with which
1t 1s engaged.

The rack comprising my invention consists
of the two correspondingly-shaped resilient
arms A A, which when secured together in in-
verted positions, as hereinafter described,
form a substantially U-shaped member hav-
ing the terminals of its arms bent outwardly
and back upon themselves and the connect-
ing portion of said arms formed centrally
with an inwardly-projecting tongue adapted
to connect with an elevating-stand. The
arms A A are formed at their inner ends with

gether at a distance from their inner ends by
a rivet b or other suitable means. Slightly
beyond this point the fingers a @ each change
at an abrupt angle to the oppositely-extend-
ing portions ¢ ¢, which gradually curve out-
wardly and upwardly until each merges in
the substantially straight portion d, which
portions continue a short distance in slightly-
converging relation and then turn outwardly
and downwardly upon themselves to form
the terminals e ¢, adapted to press against the
iner walls of a hat. The fingers a @ at their
iree ends are spaced apart, as shown, to form
a fork for receiving the two coacting clamp-
ing members ff, which are pivotally mounted
on the bolt ¢ and made easily adjustable by
the provision of a winged nut ¢’ on said bolt.

| The outer ends of the clamping members 1

are oppositely concaved, as shown at A, or
otherwise suitably shaped for gripping a rod
or other supporting element 4.

When a rack is placed in the crown of a
hat, the outer surfaces of the portions ¢ ¢ and
the ends of the terminals ¢ ¢ are the points in
contact with the hat, and as these surfaces
are smooth and would not therefore firmly
hold the hat against a sliding movement
thereon 1t 18 found very important to pro-
vide these points with frictional contact-
surfaces of a material, for instance, such as
rubber. This is accomplished by securing a

‘band 7 of rubber or other suitable material

around the portions ¢ ¢ and providing the ter-
minals ¢ e with the tips k, of a similar mate-
rial. To further prevent a slipping tendenc
of the contacting parts, the bands 7 have their
outer surfaces formed with one or more lugs
or projections [. If desired, a rubber boss m
may be secured to the lower side of the rack

by having its shank engaged between the co-

acting Taces of the fingers @ a, as shown.

-1t will thus be seen that the rack compris-
Ing my invention is formed with the two re-
silient arms A A, which may be easily com-
pressed by the forefinger and thumb of one
hand to enable it to be inserted within the
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hat-crown, after which the resiliency of the

arms causes them to diverge and firmly grip
opposite sides of the crown, while the bands
on the portions ¢ ¢ firmly grip on one end
thereof. It is also apparent that the rack
may be tilted in any desired position by sim-
ply adjusting the position of the clamping
members 7 7. - .

Having thus described my invention, what

105

IIQ




10

20

25

30

33

&2

T claim as new, and desire to secure by Lietters
Patent, 1s—

1. A hat-display rack, comprising a sub-
stantially U-shaped member having resilient
arms and its lower connecting portion formed
with an inwardly-projecting tongue, and a
clamping member adjustably secured to said
tongue for engaging a supporting element.

2. A hat-display rack, comprising a sub-
stantially U-shaped member formed of resili-
ent material and having its arm-terminals
bent outwardly upon themselves and formed
centrally at their lower connecting portion
with a reéntrant tongue, and an adjustable
support-clamping member secured to said
tongue. | o

3. A hat-display rack, comprising a sub-
stantially U-shaped member having resilient
arms disposed in slightly-converging relation
and each terminating in an outwardly and
rearwardly bent portion and formed cen-
trally of its arm -connecting portion with a
reéntrant tongue, and a support - clamping
member secured to said tongue.

4. A hat-display rack, comprising a sub-
stantially U-shaped member having resilient
arms disposed in slightly-converging relation
each terminating in an outwardly-extending
portion and formed centrally of 1ts arm-con-
necting portion with a reéntrant tongue, said
tongue having its free end forked, and a sup-
port - clamping member adjustably secured
within the fork of said tongue.

5. A hat-display rack, comprising a sub-
stantially U-shaped member having 1ts arms
terminating in outwardly-bent portions and
formed centrally thercof with a reéntrant
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tongue, support-clamping means secured o

said tongue, and tips and bands of rubber or
the like secured to the points of said member
having contact with a hat.

6. A hat-display rack, comprising the two
correspondingly-shaped resilient arms A, A,
secured together in reverse positions to form

“a substantially U-shaped member having a

reéntrant portion, and a support-clamping
member adjustably secured to said reéntrant
portlion.

7. Ahat-displayrack, comprising astand, a
clamp for engaging said stand, a resilient arm.
pivotally secured to each side of said clamp
thence extending rearwardly in parallelism a

short distance, thence changing and extend-

ing outwardly and forwardly in opposite di-
rections and terminatinginabutmentsadapt-
ed to press against the inner walls of a hat.

8. A hat-display rack, comprising a sub-
stantially U-shaped member having 1ts arms
terminatng in abutments adapted to press
against the inner walls of a hat and formed
centrally of the connecting portions with a
reéntrant tongue, a support-clamping mem-
ber secured to said tongue, rubber tips on the

terminal abutments of said arms, and rubber

bands on the lower portions of said arms hav-
ing their outer surface formed with projec-
tions.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto

.siened my name to this specification in the

presence of two subseribing witnesses.
CHARLES KOEHLER.
Witnesses:
CORNELL SCHREIBER,

C. W. OweN.
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