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To all whom it may concern: N
- Be 1t known that I, Hersertr 1. K-

- MONS, a citizen of the United States, residing
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at Decker, in the county of Knox, State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Mail-Deliverers; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
whichit appertains to make and use the same.
This invention relates to catchers, and
more particularly to mail-bag catchers, and
has for its object to provide a catcher includ-
ing a novel arrangement of parts which will
be movable into position to receive and dis-
charge a mail-bag and which will also be
movable to lie in position to catch mail-bags
when the direction in which the train is mov-
Ing is reversed. .
- Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent from the following description, and it
will be understood that changes in the spe-
cific construction shown and described may
be made within the scope of the claims and
that any suitable materials maybe used with-
out departing from the spirit of the invention.
In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the several
views, Figure 1 is an elevation of the wall of a

car to which the present invention is at-

tached. Fig. 2 is a top plan view showing
the catcher in position to receive a mail-bag.
Fig. 3 1s a view similar to Fig. 2, showing the
catcher In position to discharge the bag.
Fig. 4 1s a view showing the catcher in inop-
erative position. Fig. 5 is an end view of
Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a detailed section showing
the arrangement of the locking-pin. Fig. 7
is a detail view showing a top plan view of
one of the guide-rails and the adjacent parts.
— Reterring now to the drawings, there is
shown one wall 5 of the car having a door 6
therein, and secured to the inner side of the
wall there are a pair of horizontally-extend-
ing spaced guide-rails 7, which extend across
the door 6 and which have longitudinal slots
8 registering vertically and extending be-
yond the opposite sidesof thedoor. Slidably
engaged In these registering slots there is a
bolt 9, which has pivotally engaged there-
with between the plates a semicircular plate
10, extending horizontally and having a slot
11 formed therein parallel to its straight
edge 12.

A frame 13 is provided and has angular ..

|

ngers 14 secured to one of its ends, these
fingers being engaged in the slot 11 for move-
ment of the frame longitudinally of the slot,
the end of the frame to which the fingers are
attached lying against the straight edge 12 of
the plate 10. The plate 10 lies normally
transversely of the guide-rail 7 and extends a

considerable distance therebeyond, and it

will thus be apparent that the plate may be
moved pivotally to cause the frame 13 to lie
at opposite sides of the transversely-extend-
ing plane of the bolt 9 and against and par-
allel to the guide-rails 7. The frame 13 car-
ries a laterzﬁly—extending plate 15 at its op-
posite end to the fingers 14, and this plate
projects between the guides 7 for the recep-
tion of a bolt 16, engaged in the guides and
in the plate, to hold the frame against move-
ment. By reason of the pivotal and longitu-
dinal movement of the frame with respect to
the guide-rails 7 this frame is movable to lie

at opposite sides of the door 6, as will be
readily understood.

The frame includes upwardly-extending
members 18 and 19, in which there is jour-
naled a horizontal shaft 20, having a drum

21 mounted thereupon, which carries radial

pins 22. A helical spring 23 is engaged with
one of these pins and is also engaged with a
hook 24, secured to the car, this spring being
arranged to hold the shaft yieldably against
rotation in one direction. It will be under-
stood that the catcher is described with the
frame lying at one side of the door 6, and
when 1t 1s shifted to the opposite side of the
door the spring 23 is engaged with another
hook 25 and with another one of the pins 22.
The member 19 of the frame lies adjacent to
the door 6, and in the upper end of this mem-
ber there 1s formed a notch 26 for a purpose

~which will be presently described.

A plate 27 is carried by the shaft 20 and
lies outwardly of the member 19 of the frame,
this plate having spaced wings 28 extending
outwardly therefrom. Pivoted between these:
wings adjacent to one end of the latter there
1s an arm 29, which extends between the
wings and which also extends beyond the
ends thereof which lie adjacent to the pivot,
and this arm hasa jaw 30 atits outer end. A
cOoperating jaw 31ispivoted to the arm 29 ad-
jacent to the jaw 30, and a spring 32 is con-
nected to this coéperating jaw and to the
arm 29 and 1s arranged to hold the jaw 31
yleldably at the limit of its movement in the
directionof the jaw30. A projection33is car-
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ried by the jaw 31, and a latch 34 1s pivoted |
‘to the arm 29, this latch having a notch 35

therein for the reception of the projection 33
to hold the jaw 31 against the action of the
spring 32 and in position to receive a mail-
bag between the jaws.
tends into position for engagement by a mail-
bag received between the jaws, and 1t 1s so
arranged that when thus engaged 1t is moved
to bring its notched portion away from the
projection 33, thus releasing the jaw 31.
The shaft 20 is movable in its bearings to
lie with the arm 29 projected through the
door 6 and with the jaws 30 and 31 lying out-
wardly of the car, and the arrangement of
the spring 23 is such that when the shaft 1s in
this position the spring is under tension, the
tendency of the spring being to move the
shaft 20 into position to lie with the arm 29
and the jaws within the car. Anopening 361s
formed m the plate 27 between the wings 28,
and this opening is disposed to recelve a pin
37, carried by the arm 29, adjacent to 1ts in-

‘ner end and extending in the direction of the

plate 27. An opening 38 1s formed in the

member 19 of the frame, and when the jaws

lie exteriorly of the car and in position to re-
ceive the mail-bag the opening 36 registers
with the opening 38, and a pin 37 is engaged

in the registering openings to hold the shaftt

against movement under the action ot the
Spring 23. _

The plate 27 is provided with a notch 39 1n
one of its edges, and this notch 1s so located
that it is registrable with the notch 26 and
when thus registered lies with the arm 29 ex-
tending upwardly and within the car. The
arm 29 is movable upon its pivot to enter the
registering notches 26 and 39, and thus holds
the shaft against movement, the arm then
being in inoperative position, as will be read-
ily understood. |

A pin 40 may be engaged in the wings 28
to hold the arm 29 against movement mto
the registering notches.

It will be readily understood that by rea-
son- of the fact that the frame is shiftable
upon. the guides, as mentioned above, the
catcher may be disposed to recelive mail-bags
no matter in which direction the car 1s mov-
ing, and the pins 22 are provided to permit ol

~adjustment of the spring 23 when the frame

~ 1s shifted to correctly operate the catcher.
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The jaws 30 and 31 are disposed 1n such po-
sition with respect to the arm 29 that they
will receive therebetween a mail-bag sus-
pended in the usual manner.

What 1s claimed 15—

1. The combination with a railway-car of
a horizontal guide secured to the car, a frame
engaged with the guide and movable longi-

tudinally thereof, a catcher connected with

the frame and movable into and out ol oper-
ative position, means for holding the catcher

The latch ‘34 ex-.
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the catcher in operative position, said means
being shiftable with respect to the guide to
lie at times with 1ts catcE

direction and at times with its catcher ex-
tending in opposite direction.

2. The combination with a railway -car
having an opening in the wall thereof, of hori-
zontal uides secured to the car,and a catcher
connected with the guides and arranged for
movement longitudinally thereotf to lie at op-
posite sides of the opening, said catcher be-
g arranged for movement to lie at times ex-
teriorly of the car and in position to receive &
mail-bag and at times interiorly ol the car,
means for holding the catcher yieldably in

this last-named position, means for holding
the catcher in position to receive a mail-bag,

means for moving the second-named holding
means into inoperative position, said third-
named means being arranged for operation
by the impact of a mail-bag engaged by the
catcher said catcher being shiftable pivot-
ally with respect to the guides to extend at

er extending in one
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times in one direction and at times in the op- -

posite direction and means for holding the
catcher against its pivotal movement with re-
spect to the guides. _

3. A catcher comprising spaced guide-rails,
a, plate pivotally and slidably engaged be-
tween the guide-rails, a frame secured to the
plate and lying at one side of the guide-rails

said frame being movable pivotally with the,
plate to extend in opposite directions, means

for holding the frame and plate against p1v-
otal movement and a catching device carried
by the frame.

4. In a device of the class described the
combination with a frame of a shaft revolu-
bly mounted in a frame, a catcher carried by
the shaft and movable into and out of oper-
ative position said catcher when in operative
position being movable with the shatt into
position to receive a mail-bag and into posi-
tion to discharge the latter said catcher when
in inoperative position being arranged to
hold the shaft against rotation.

5. A device of the class described COMPTIS-
ing a frame a shaft revolubly mounted in the
frame a catcher carried by the shaft and mov-
able with respect thereto into and out of op-
erative position, said catcher when m oper-
ative position being movable with the shait
into position to receive a body and mto po-
sition to discharge the latter, said catcher be-
ing arranged for co6peration with the frame
when the catcher isin inoperative position to
hold the shaft against rotation. '

6. A device of the class described COMPTIS-
ing a catching device movable into and out of
position to receive a body, said device com-
prising a movable arm means carried by the
arm for holding the catcher in position to re-
ceive a body said arm being movable by a

body received by the catcher to bring the
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. means for moving the catcher out of position
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to receive a body when the holding means is
moved into inoperative position.

7. A device of the class described compris-
ing a frame an arm carried by the frame and
having a jaw at one end, a jaw pivoted to the
arm for codperation with the first-named jaw,
means tor holding the pivoted jaw yieldably
at the limit of its movement toward the other
jaw and means for holding the pivoted jaw
agamst the action of the yieldable holding

- means, said second-named holding means in-

cluding a portion lying in position for engage-
ment by a body between the jaws for move-
ment of sald holding means into inoperative
position.

8. A catching device comprising pivotally-
connected jaws movable toward and away

from each other, means for holding the jaws |

2

toward each other, a projection carried by
one of the jaws and a latch pivoted to the
other jaw for movement into and out of en-
gagement with the projection, said latch be-
g arranged when in engagement with the
projection to hold the jaws against the action
of the yieldable holding means said latch
when in operative position lying in position
for engagement by a body between the jaws
for movement of the latch by said body into
inoperative position.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses.

HERBERT L. KIMMONS.

Witnesses:
- EmErY F. Smavr,

J. S. Tobpp.
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