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PATENT OFFICE.

"UNITED STATES

 JAMES K. HESTER, OF RHINECLIFF, NEW YORK.

ATTACHMENT FOR LADDERS.

No. 809,057.

| _gpplig&tign filed June 15, 1905. Serial No. 265,376,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Jan. 2, 1906,

To all whom it mvay concer:

Beitknownthat 1, James K. HESTER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Rhine-
chtf, in the county of Dutchess and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Attachments for
Ladders; and I do declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
ivention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. - '

This invention relates to improvements in
ladders. | |

The object of the invention is to provide an
attachment of this character adapted to be

~applied to the lower end of one of theside bars

- of a ladder to increase the length of the same,

thereby permitting the ladder to stand level

- on uneven surfaces. |
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A further object is to provide means
whereby very slight adjustments may be
given to the lengthening attachment.

With the above and other objects in view
the mmvention consists of certain novel fea-
tures of construction, combination, and ar-
rangement of parts, as will be hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed. ~ |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1isa
perspective view of a portion of aladder, show-
g the application of the attachment thereto.

Fig.2 is a vertical sectional view of the same.
Fig. 3 1s a horizontal sectional view through |

the leg of the ladder having the attachment

- applied thereto. * -
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Referring more particularly to the draw-

ings, 1 denotes the ladder, which may be of

any desired construction having the usual
side bars 2, connected by rungs 3. In the
lower end of one of the side bars of the ladder
18 formed a series of horizontal transversely-
disposed apertures 4, said apertures being ar-

- ranged 1 zigzag order, whereby a consider-
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- cross-section and provided with a rectangu- |

ably greater number of apertures may be
formed without danger of the wood between
the same breaking or splitting out. Slidably
mounted upon said apertured leg of the lad-
der is a sleeve 6, said sleeve being prefer-

ably of a length corresponding to the dis-

tance between the lower rungs of the lad- |

der and the lower end of the side bar. The
sleeve 6 is here shown as being rectangular in

lar passage to correspond with the rectangu-
lar shape of the side bar. These parts, how-
ever, may be of any desired shape in cross-
section. In each side of the sleeve 6, near the

upper end of the same, is formed a pair of op-

positely-disposed apertures 7, said apertures
in each pair being offset and arranged one
shghtly above the other, so that when the
sleeve is adjusted on the end of the side bar
one or the other of the apertures in said bars
will be brought opposite to and into aline-
ment with one of the apertures 4 in the side
bar. After the sleeve has been thus adjusted
to the desired extent a pin or bolt 8 is insert-
ed through the alined apertures in the sleeve
and side bar, thereby securely holding the
sleeve mn its adjusted position.

By means of an attachment of the charac-

‘ter described a ladder may be used on un-

even surfaces or sidehills without danger of
the same tipping or falling over.

Krom the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the inven-
tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a. more extended explanation. |

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prinei-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention. '

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— -

The herein-described attachment for lad-

55

6o

70

75

3¢

ders, consisting of a plain, hollow, rectangu~

lar sleeve, having formed therein two diago-
nally-disposed apertures 7, in combination
with a'ladder having formed in one of its side
bars at the lower end thereof a series of aper-

tures, said apertures being arranged in zigzag

relation, and a pin or bolt 8 adapted to be

projected through said aperturesin the sleeve

and side bar of the ladder, for the purpose de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-

Nnesses.

JAMES K. HESTER.
Witnesses: |

L. A. KiNNE,
- Lewis TRAVER.
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