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To all whom 1t may concerm:

Be it known that I, EveenE U. KIMBARK,
o citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Mailing-Envelops,
of which the following is a speciil |

cation.
This invention relates to improvements 1n

mailing-envelops, and has for its object to

provide an improved construction 1n. devices
of this character by which, although unpro-
vided with any fastening device other than
certain flaps and folds of the paper itself, the
envelop is made capable of being securely
closed in such manner as to permit of its be-
ing readily opened for inspection of 1ts con-
tents without tearing or serious distortion

-and without in any way affecting the possi-

bility of subsequent reclosing the envelop as
before after the inspection is completed.

The invention consists of the matters here-
inafter set forth, and particularly pointed
out in the appended claim, and will be fully
understood from the construction illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a mailing-
envelop constructed in accordance with my

~ invention, showing the same in the finished
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but unfastened condition in which 1t Is de-
livered to users. Figs. 2, 3, and 4 are per-
spective details illustrating the manner in
which the user will fold the envelop to close
it, Fig. 2 illustrating the first fold, Fig. 3 the
second, and Fig. 4 the folding in of the ends,
which are sealed to the body of the envelop
to complete the closure. Tig. 5 is a sectional
detail showing the relative positions occu-
pied by the flaps when the envelop is closed.
Fie. 6 1s a similar detail showing the relative
positions occupied by the flaps when the en-
velop is opened for inspection after having
been closed. _

[n said drawings, 1 designates the body ot
the envelop, which may be made up 1 any

“desirable manner, such as to leave its front

and back sides projecting at the top of the
envelop in the shape of flaps 2 and 3. These
flaps are left unsecured along their side and
end edges, and one of the flaps—that desig-
nated 3 in this instance—is preferably made
slightly narrower than the other flap 2.
The latter or wide flap 2 is furthermore
formed at its lateral edges and some distance
below its end with projecting ears 4, that are
gummed on their faces or on those faces re-

mote irom the

ap 3. Such being its con-

| struction, the envelop is designed to be nor-

mally closed by folding both flaps 2 and 3
over twice, the first fold (illustrated in Fig.

2) taking place along a line 5 (indicated In

Fig. 1) as substantially coincident with the
upper corners of the ears 4 and the second
folg (illustrated in Fig. 3) taking place along a
line 6(indicated in Fig. 1) as substantially co-
incident with the lower corners ol the ears 4,
this second line of fold 6 being, in fact, the top

of the envelop when finally closed. The fold-

ing of the flap the second time,asshownin Fig.
3, turnsdown the ears 4 and reverses the direc-
tion in which they face, so as to bring their
gummed sides toward thebody of theenvelop,
thus enabling them to be moistened and
pasted to the back of the envelop when bent
around the latter, as shown in Fig. 4. This
pasting of the ears to theenvelop completesthe
closure and normally holds the two flaps 2
and 3 doubled in after the manner better

‘shown in Figs. 3 and 5, the flap 2 being per-

manently fastened in this position by means
of its ears 4 and the flap 3 being held inclcsed
within the downwardly-opening pocket 7
formed by the permanent folding of the flap
2, Fig. 6. Obviously, however, the flap 3 1s
not secured except by being turned up into
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this downwardly-opening pocket, and 1t 1s

only necessary in order to open the envelop
for inspection to withdraw the end of the flap
3 from this pecket, an operation which is fa-
cilitated by therelativelynarrow widthofthis
flap above referred to. When thusopenedfor
inspection after being once clcsed, the en-
velop will appear in section as shown in Fig.

L«

6, the flap 3 being extended in its original -

position, while the flap 2 remains perma-
nently folded over in the position in which it
has been fastened by the gumming of the ears
4 to the back of the envelop. After having
been inspected the envelop may be closed
again by simply doubling over the flap 3 and
tucking its end up once more into the down-
wardly-extending pocket 7, into which 1t was
originally folded. .

[t will be observed that a feature of impor-
tance lies in making the two flaps of substan-
tially the same length and sufficiently long
to fold over twice in closing the envelop, this
double fold when flattened and creased and
finally secured by the pasting of the tabs to
the back of the envelop, forming a locked

closure which will be practically proof

against accidental opening during transmis-
sion in the mails even when the envelop 1s

92

I10C

105

110




&2

used for bulky packages. It will be ob-

served also that the closing of this envelop is
accomplished without extraneous fastening
devices and when closed will be equally as se-
cure, if not more secure, than when such

tastening devices are employed, and, fur-
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thermore, the operation of closing the en-
velop is a very simple one and may be accom-
plished without weakening the holding quali-

ties of the flaps by taking the natural stiff-

ness out of the paper by crinkling it, the op-
erator being required to simply make two
transverse folds of the flap extensions, crease
the folds, and paste the tabs, the tabs hold-
ing the creased folds closely to the body of
the envelop and preventing their accidental

separation. A further point of importance
lies in the fact that when the flaps are given

- the double fold described the tabs will be re-
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versed and be in position to-be folded around
the upper extremities of the side edges of the

-envelop, and thus materially strengthen the
envelop where reinforcement is most needed.

808,546 -

I claim as my invention—

A merchandise-mailing envelop, having a 25

body portion whose front and back faces are
extended upwardly to form two free flaps,

one of these flaps being provided with tabs

projecting laterally from its opposite side
edges at points adjacent to the upper cor-
ners of the envelop and gummed on their
faces remote from the opposite flap, whereby
when said flaps are together folded over on

two fold-lines, one above and the other be-

low said tabs, the tabs will be reversed and
may be folded around the upper corners of
the envelop and pasted to the body thereof.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
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my invention I affix my signature, in pres- .

ence ol two subscribing witnesses, this 25th
day of November, A. D. 1904.

EUGENE U. KIMBARK.

Witnesses:
HENRY. W. CARTER,
K. A. CosTELILO.
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