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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.
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No. 808,267.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Dec. 26, 1905,

Apvlication filed April 26,1900, Serial No, 267,565,

To all whom it may cOncern:

Be it known that I, Rarra B. WiLsow, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Locking Devices.for Loose - Leat
Binders: and I do declare the following to be
a tull, clear, and exact description of the 1n-
vention, sach as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had fo the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon, which torm a part
of this specification.

This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in paper-files; and the object of
the invention is to produce a simple and efli-
cient apparatus of this nature in which papers,
letters, &c., may be securely locked in a tem-
porary binder. | |

The invention consists in various details of
construction and in combinationsand arrange-

ments of parts,which will be hereinafter fully

deseribed and then specifically defined in the
appended claim. |

My invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, which, with the letters of
reference marked thereon, form a part of this
application, in which drawings—

Ficure 1 is a perspective view of my 1m-
proved binder, showing leaves locked thereto.
Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view on line 2 2 of
Fio. 4. Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view on

line 8 8 of Fig. 4. Fig. 4 is a sectional view

on line 4 4 of Fig. 3. TFig. 5 is a sectional
view on line 5 5 of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 1s a sec-
tional view on line 6 6 of Fig. 5. Fig.Tis a
perspective view of the longitudinally-mov-
able plates and means for actuating the same.
Fig. 8 is a detail view of the wedge - shaped
member. - |

Reference now being had to the details of

the drawings by letter, A and A’ designate
the two covers of the temporary binder, the
tormer of which is connected to a cross-piece
B. and the latter is connected to a boxing C.
Said cross piece or bar B carries the posts D,
which are securely anchored thereto, and each
of said posts is hollow, as shown in Fig. 2 ot
the drawings, and has a threaded wall adapt-
ed to receive a plug d. In the drawings there
are shown two of said posts adapted to pass
through registering apertures E I in plates
E' (shown in Figs. 5 and 7 of the drawings)
and through corresponding apertures in the
boxing. |

The plates E' have apertures ¢ in |

the inner and outer ends thereof, and lugs ¥

are fastened to the bottom of the boxing and

have shouldered portions F', as shown 1n Fig.
8 of the drawings, upon which the plates E
are supported, the apertures K 1n sald plates
being of sufficient size to allow limited longi-
tudinal movements to said plates. The inner
ends of the plates E' are inclined, as shown
at % in Fig. 5 of the drawings, and ¢ desig-
nates a block which is shown clearly in Figs.
3 and 4 as being fastened to the top and bot-

tom of said boxing and is centrally apertured

to receive a screw H, one end of which 1s
squared, as at H', to fit a key whereby the
serew may be rotated. The inner end of said
screw has a head 4, which is swiveled to the
angled flange K of a plate K', said swiveled
portion turninginagroove #’. (Shownclearly
in Fig. 8 of the drawings.) Said plate K’ has
two arms K2 which are spaced apart, and the
outer marginal edges K® of said arms are in-
clined and are adapted to engage the inner
inclined ends of the plates E', (shown clearly
in Fig. 5 of the drawings,) while the space

intermediate the arms is adapted to receive

the block G and guide the plate as it is moved
backward and forward by means of the turn-
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ing of the screw H. The boxing C has an

aperture C* opposite the end of the screw H,

whereby the key may be inserted within the

boxing for engagement with said screw.

1t will be observed npon reference to K1gs.
o and 4 of the drawings that the marginal
edges of the apertures E are brought to a
sharp edge for the purpose of biting into the
circumference of the posts D when said plates
E' are forced frictionally against the posts
by the movement of the inclined edges K’
against the inclined ends of the plates I,
thereby securely holding the boxing to the
posts, and consequently locking the papers be-
tween the covers. |

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

A locking mechanism for binders, compris-
ing, in combination with the covers, a bar con-
nected to one of said covers, posts secured to
said bar, a boxing secured to the other cover
and having registering apertures through
which said posts are adapted to pass, longi-
tudinally-movable plates mounted within said
boxing and having inclined ends and apertures
to receive said posts, the marginal outline of
said apertures being brought to cutting edges,
lugs projecting from the wall of the boxing
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and adapted to engage and ouide said longi- | plate being inclined, and adapted to engage 10
tucinally-movable plates, a lug fastened to the the inner inclined edges of said longitudinally-
boxing and having a screw-threaded aperture, | movable plates, as set forth.

a screw passing through said threaded aper- In testimony whereot I hereunto affix my
5 ture, an angled plate in which the head of signature in presence of two witnesses.

said screw is swiveled, said angled plate hav- ~ RALPH B. WILSON.

ing a slot, the marginal edges of which en- Witnesses:

gage the opposite edges of said SCrew-carry- Litrran A. Cox,

g lug, and the outer edges of said angled | P. J. Lriscn.
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