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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

WILLIAM MG(JLAY OF PITTSBURG PENNbYLVAN IA
CLOTH ES L| N E HOLDER. |

~ No. 806,558.

| Spee1ﬁcet10n of Letters Pa.tent
Appheetlen filed _J une 23, 1905 Serlel No, 266 578,

Ta all whom it ma,y concern:

Beitknown that I, WiLLIAM MCCLAY 2) 01t1-"
zen of the United Stetes of America, reSIdmg'

at Pittsburg, in the county of Alleﬂ'heny and

State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Clothes-Line

Holders, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being hed therem to the ac-

~ companying drewmo's

[O

This invention reletes to certa,m new and

useful 1mprovements in clothes-line holders;

- and the invention has for its object the pro-

20

“same. .
which can be easily and quickly secured to a

~ vision of novel means for temporarily holding
a clothes-line 1&?&>*hereb3;r 1t may be stretched_ﬁ

from different points to support clothes.

- My invention aims to provide a new article
‘ot manufacture which will be extremely sim-
ple in construetlon strong and dumble com-.

paratively inexpensive to menufeeture.. and
highly efficient for temporarllv holdmg lines.
A further object of the invention is this pro-

| VlSlOI] of novel means for temporarily hold-

ing a line whereby it will be unnecessary to
tie any portion of the line or disfigure the
To this end I have devised a holder

~snitable support and a line secured therein,
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- is a sectional view of the lme holder on the-
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1, which, tocrether with bhe other perts of my 1

_proved clothes-line holder.

suspended upon the same.

‘With the above and other objects in Vlew’

the invention consists in the novel construc-

~tion, combination, and arrangement of parts,
‘whichwill be heremefter more fully described

and then specifically pointed out in the claim,
and referring to the drawings accompanying

this a,ppheetlon like numera,ls of reference
designate  corresponding parts throu O‘hout the -

severel views, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view of the bese plate of the same.

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the rear face

of the detachable member of my 1mproved
line-holder. Fig. 4 isa vertlca,l sectional VleW

of the line-holder. Fig. 5 isa perspective view

of the detachable member of the line-holder,
illustrating a gripping - plunger mounted
therein. FIU' 6 1s a transverse sectional view

on the line # x of Fig. 4, and Fig. 7 is a sec-

tional view on the line y v of Flcr 4. Fig. 8

llne 8 8 of Kig. 4.

To put my 1nvent10n into prectlce I con-
struct my improved line-holder of a base- plate

‘upon the plate.
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1mpreved lme holder are prefereblv eon-'-

sary to a compact and complete line-holder.

with an outwardly- extendmg protuberance 2,

‘structed of light and dumble metal, which is

cast to conform. to the various sha,pes neces- - .
6o
The lower end of the base-plate 1 is provided y

the front end of which is provided with an

‘upwardly-extending lug ‘8, and the sides of

this lug are provided with 1ndentet10ns or cut-

be emploved for securing the bese— late to a
sultable support. (jentrell of the base- plate
I provide a vertically- dlspesed STroove 7 the
lower end of which terminates in a Vertlcellv-

disposed opening 8. Upon each side of the

away portions 4 4. The top face of the pro- _
tuberance 2 lymo' between the Iug 8 end the
base-plate 1 is serrated or rouahened as indi-
cated at 5, the object of whleh will be pres-.
ently described. ‘The base-plate 1 is provided
with a plura,hty of apertures 6, whereby
screws, nails, or the like fastening means can

75

groove 7 I provide angularly-disposed pins or -

stude 99, and the top edge of the

plate 1 is -
| provided with a screw-threaded eperture 10,

80

said aperture and pins 9 being employed to |

retain a detachable member 11 in engagement

| with the plate 1.
whereby it cannot become detached by a

weight in proportion to its tensﬂe strenﬁ'th'

This detachable member 11
1S clea,rly illustrated in Figs. 3

drawings, the member consisting of a block
having an oval front side 12 end a rear flat

face 14. This face is provided with a verti-

cally-disposed slot 15 and with a recess 16,
said recess lying at right angles or to one side
of the vertleellv-dlsposed slot 15 and inter-
cepting the same. The face 14 of the mem-
ber or block 1s also provided with angular-

‘disposed ¢ openings 17 17, these openings bem@P

adapted to receive the pins or studs 9 9 of the
plate 1 when the member or block is mounted

edge of the block or member in engagement

--Wlth the plate 1, I promde the member with

a screw-threeded opening 18 to accommodate
a set-screw or bolt 19, adapted to ‘engage in

the screw-threaded eperture or opening 10 of
the plate 1.

clined, it is necessary when placing the mem-

‘ber or block upon the plate 1 to move. the

same downwardly over the pins until it en-
gages the plate, and when the set-screw or

. bolt 19 is placed in the apertures 18 and 10it
‘will be impossible for the block or member to

become detached untll said screw or bolt 1S
removed -

Prior to moentmg the member or block 11 |

In order to retain the top-

3 and 4 of the

9@

100

As the. pins or studs 9 are in-

ILIC

upen the plate 1 I place a gripping-plunger
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within the member 11. This gripping-plun-
ger consists of a cross-head 20, having a cen-
tral vertically -disposed shank 21, which is
adapted to lie within the vertically-disposed
slot 15 of the member 11. The upper end of
the shank 21 is provided with an angular ex-
tension 22, extending into the recess 16 of the
member 11. Interposed between the exten-
sion 22 and the bottom edge 23 of the recess
16 1s a coiled spring 24, adapted to normally
retain.the crrlppmﬁ'—plunc?er 1n an elevated po-
sition. The bottom face of the cross-head 20
is provided with two serrated concavities or
arooves 25 25. -
Extending upwardly through the Opemncr
8 .of the protuberance 2 into the oroove T of
the plate 1 is a rod 26, the upper end of which
1s bent, as at 27, to engage 1n a notch or recess
98, formed in the gripping-plunger. The

lower end of the rod 26 is bent outwardly, as

at 29, and then downwardly, asindicated at 30.
Intermediate the ends of this rod 1 provide
notches or teeth 31, which are adapted to en-
oaoge abt predetermined times the lower sharp
edge-32 of the opening 8.

In operation when it is desired to secure
the end of a line or any portion of the line

- within my improved holder it 1s placed upon
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the serrated or roughened surface of the pro-
tuberance 2, and the rod 26 is gripped and
pulled downwardly until the gripping-plunger
engages that portion of the rope lying upon
the protuberance 2. The lower end of the
rod 26 is then moved outwardly until one of
the notches or teeth 31 engage the lower sharp
edoe 32 of the opening 8, and said rod will be
held in engagement with the protuberance 2

by the tenswn of the spring 24, which nor-

mally tends to elevate the Grlppmw-plunﬂ‘er
The rope at two points will be held between
the teeth 5 and the serrated or roughened
orooves 25 25 of the cross-head 20, and a por-

tion of the rope will lie in one of the inden-

tations or cut-away portions 4 of the lug 3,
as clearly illustrated in Fig. 1 of the drawings.

- 'When it is desired to remove a rope clamped
by my improved holder, it 1s only necessary

to push inwardly upon the lower end of the

rod 26, and upon the teeth or notches 31 be- |

806,538

coming disengaged from the protuberance 2
the spring 24 will return the gripping-plunger
to its normal position, rele‘lsmn‘ the line. I
have constructed the lower end of the rod 26
whereby when the holder 1s secured to a sup-
port the hand of a person can be readily
placed behind the rod to actuate the same.

It will be observed by providing the de-
tachable member or block in connection with
the plate 1 that this member can be readily
removed at any time it is desired to rencw
any of the parts within the holder or to re-
move the plate 1 from its support, this last
operation being essential both when securing
the plate to-a support and removing it, access
not being had to the screw-openings 6 until
said block is removed.

I claim—

A clothes-line holder, comprising a base-
plate provided on its front face at the lower
end thereof with a projection, a notched lug
rising from said projection and spaced away
from the base-plate, the upper face of said
projection being serrated, upwardly-inclined
pins carried on the outer face of said base-
plate, said base-plate having a groove in its
outer face communicating with an opening
which extends through the projection, and a
housing hung on the pins carried by said base-
plate and having a slot and a recess com-
municating with said slot, a gripping-plunger
having a shank extending into the slot of said

housing and having an angular extension near

1ts upper end extending into the recess in said
housing, a spring arranged between said ex-
tension and the base of the recess, and a rod
arranged in the groove in said base-plate with
its upper end engaged with the shank of the
plunger, said rod projecting through the open-
ing at the lower end of the base-plate, and
provided intermediate its ends with teeth
adapted to engage with the wall of said open-
Ing, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof Lafix my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

| WILLIAM McCLAY.
Witnesses:

K. E. POTTER,
H. C. EvERrT.
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