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- To MZ whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wirris Oscoon BOYKIN
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at St
Louis, State of Missouri, have mvented_cer-
tain new and useful Improvementsin Latches;
and I do hereby declare the faollowing to be.a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-

~ vention, such as will -enable others skilled in

~the art to Whlch 1t appertams to make and use.

10 the same.

My mventlon relates to latches.

It has for its object to provide a graV1tV--

~ latch which is of simple but durable conetruc—
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‘my mventlon

tion and will not easily get out of order.
This invention con_smts of certaln details o_f.

construction and combination of parts, as

hereinafter described, and more partlcul&rlv |

pointed out in the c]alms
" In the accompanying drawings, 1llustrat-

‘ing the preferred embodiment of my inven-
tion, Figure 1 is an elevation of a reversible

surface latch manufactured in accordanee with

of. Fig. 31sa cross—sectlon view on line 2 #
of Fig. 1.

Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 arranged so that it can
be raised trom the other side of the gate.
Referring more partlcularly to the draw-
mgs, the preferably arcuate bolt or plunger
1 is housed in a suitable casing 2. The casing
for the surface-latch conforms to the shape

of the boltand is provided with screw-holes 8
‘and a slot 4, in which the handpiece 5 works.

Said casing is provided with a bearing-plate

6, fitting 1 in 4 corr esponding recess in the back
of the casing against stop-ribs 7, provided for

that purpose, which preventsits binding upon
the bolt.
piece 5 preferably integral therewith and is
provided with a slot 8, through which the
screws pass, whereby the latch is free to move
when secured to a gate or door. The bolt is

of such length as compared with the casing
that one end always projects, so that the latch
isreversible—that is, is adapted to be secured

to either the gate or door or its frame. - A
small lever 9 is pivoted just above the bolt to

lock the same in position and keep 1t from
being raised and unlatched.

Suitable socket-pieces 12 may be provx.ded
for thedifferent formsoflatch. An escutcheon

13, provided with -a thumb-piece 14, is pref- |

Fig. 2 is an edo‘e view there-

TFigs. 4 and 5 are detached views
of the bolt and bearing - plate, respectwe]v
- Figs. 6 and 7 are side and edge .views, re-

: spectlvely, of a latch smnla,r t0 that shown i in

The bolt for this lateh has the hand- -

'embly-'used_.mth the for_ms of ]a,tch having

the separate finger-pieces adapted to be op-

erated from both sides of the door, said finger-
piece working in the slot of said escutcheon_.
“and adapted to have the thumb-piece pushed
| over 1t to prevent the raising .of the latch
'from the opposite side of the door.
vious that the: lever 9 may be used with the

1t 1s ob-

latch shown in Fig. 6 in place of the es-

| cutcheon 18 with its thumb-piece 14.

Latitude is allowed herein as to detalls as

my invention remain intact and be protected.

Having thus described my invention, what -'
I ¢laim as new, and desire to secure bV Letters

Patent, is— -
1. In a reversible gravity- -latch, an arcuate

Ject from said casing to lock the door.
2. Ina gramtv-latch an arcuate bolt hav-

‘ing an integral operating-piece and a slot for

the passage of a fastening medium, an arcu-

| ate casing for said bolt, said casing being in
two sections, one section housing three sides
of said bolt and having a slot through..which
‘said opera,tlne*-plece projects and in “which it
works, said section also having a perforation

for the passage of the fastening medium, the

other section adapted to inclose the bolt at:
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‘they may be. changed atwill and the splrlt of
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{ bolt, an arcuate casing adapted to entirely
house said bolt on all sides, but having its
ends entirely open, sald bolt longer than said
casing and having either end adapted to pro- -
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its other side, and having an elongated slot .

through which the fastenmcr medium passes,

and ‘means to prevent the lateral movement -

of said sections with relation to each other.
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8. In a gravity-latch, a bolt, a casing m' .

two sections, one sectlon housmg three snfles

of said bolt and having ribs interiorly of its

sides extendmcr from the inner face of the

middle portion outward for engagement Wlth |
the other section, sald other section compris-
ing a skeleton pla,te adapted’ to fit within the
-fexternal edges of said first section upon the
ends of said ribs, said first section -and the

05

100

bolt each having perforations for the passage

of the fastemng medium, and means. for op-

era,tmcr said bolt.

In testimony whereot I atlixmy 51gnature in

presence of two withesses.

WILLIS OSG‘rOOD BOYKIN

Wltnesses _
- A Danw, _
A. J. ARCHAMBAULT,
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