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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Joru~x B. HaLL, a citizen

of the United States residing: in the city and

county of Ph1ladelphla State of Pennsylvania,
haveinvented a new and useful Lace-Fastener,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention consists of a novel construc-
tion of a device for securing in position the
bows at the end of a cord or ]ace., and partic-
ularly of a shoe-lace, although the invention
1s capable of general application and for use
as a fastening for the ]aees of corsets, gloves,
or any other artlele., provision being made for
easily and quickly securing the 100p, bow, or
the extremities of the lacmg-etrmc}’s in place
after they have been woven across each other
in the usual manner.

- The principal object of my invention, how-
ever, is to produce a novel construction of
device which is adapted to be secured to a
palir of the ordinary eyelets of a shoe, the fas-
tening devices being preferably projected up-
W&I’le in substantially parallel lines, so as to

~securely retain in position the bow of the

shoe-lace, particularly the bow of a low or

- Oxford Shoe which it is desirable to have as-
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sume the neat and tasty appearance on the
foot of the wearer.

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a

shoe, showing the fastener for the bow of the
shoe-lace and its adjuncts in position. Fig.
2 represents a perspective view of a fastener
in detached position. Fig. 3 represents a sec-
tional view through the upper and fastener,
showing the latter 1n assembled position Wlth
respect to 1ts coacting eyelet. Figs. 4 and 5

represent perspeetwe views of another em-

bodiment of my invention.

Similar fisures of reference lndleate corre-
Spondlnﬂ' parts in the figures.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates one
of the fastenere in detached position, the same

comprising a body portion 2, having the

wavy, serpentine, or corrnn'ated member 3
extending therefrom, it belnﬂ' understood that
there are at least two points of contact, as 4
and 5, between the fastener and the contigu-
ous portion of the shoe-upper 6.

7 designates a laterally-extending ring or
annulus which projects from the hody por-
tion, it being understood that the eye 8 ex-
tends through both the body portion and the
ring, sleeve or annulus 7.

9 demgnates the eyelet of ordlnary con-
struction—as, for example the two upper

“eyelets of an ordinary shoe-—it being under-
stood that in the practical appheatlon and use
of my invention the projecting ring or annu-
lus 7 is forced through the evelet 9, as will
be understood from I‘lﬂ" 3, and 1s beaded or
headed over the same, as indicated at 10, by
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any suitable 1mplement

11 designates an erdlnalv shoe-lace, and 12
the bows thereef 1t being apparent from Fig.

1 that in the prefem ed ernbodlment of my in-
Ventlon I arrange the fasteners in substan-
tially parallel hnes so that each fastener en-
gages a member of the bow into which the
shoe-lace 1s tied in the usual manner.

In the construction seen in Figs. 4 and 51
employ substantially the same o‘eneral prin-
ciple of construction as has alreadv been re-
terred to; but in order to provide an addi--
tional means for preventing disengagement of
the shoe-lace I provide the upper extremity
of the fastener with an inturned lip 13, where-
by the liability of the lace or bow becommtr
disengaged 1s reduced to a minimum.

In the construction seen 1n Kig. 1 I may, it
desired. provide the ring 7 with slits 14,

wher eby sald ring may be readily beaded or
headed.

It will thus be seen that in various embodi-
ments of my invention I provide in every in-
stance a resilient corrugated tongue which has
preferably at least two points in contact with
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“the shoe-upper, whereby disengagement of

the lace or bow is ordinarily under all condi-
tions prevented. In my present invention,

however, it will be observed that I employ a 9o

| pair of more or less resilient or corrugated

tongues which are adapted to project pref-
erablv in a substantlally parallel direction, al-
though this is not essential in every case, and
it will further be observed that these tonﬂ‘ues 05
or Tastening devices are particularly adapted
to engage eaeh member of a bow, so as to re-
tain the same normally in substantlally the po-

sition indiecated in the upper portion of Fig. 2.

The device described can be readily ap- toc
plied to existing shoes by an ordlnary cob-
bler, since 1t will be apparent that the ring or
annulus 7 can be readily inserted in the eye-
let and clenched or beaded or secured there-
upon by any cobbler or shoemaker.

It will be apparent from the foregoing that
in the practical use of my invention a laee 1S
woven from eyelet to eyelet or hook to hook
In the ordinary manner, and after being tied
or knotted the ends of a bow are shpped be- 110
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tween the resilient fastening tongue or mem-
ber and the contiguous portion of the upper,

~as will be understood from Kig. 1.
Having thus described my invention, what1

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— .

1. The combination with the upper ot a
shoe, of a plurality of fastening devices ar-
ranged to extend 1n a line substantially par-
allel to each other, each of said devices con-
sisting of a portion having a resilient, corru-
cated member at one end adapted to contact

with said shoe-upper and to receive and re- |

tain the bow of a shoe-lace, and a body por-
tion at one extremity of said member, said
body portion being provided with a sleeve ex-
tending at a right angle therefrom, said sleeve

oaen gt S D e,

beine adapted to be inserted in a shoe-eyelet
and clenched thereupon.

9. As an improved article of manufacture,
a lace-fastener comprising a resilient corru-
oated tongue having its terminal deflected to
form an inwardly-turned lip.adapted to con-
tact with the shoe-upper, a body portion from
which said tongue extends and a ring or an-
nulus extending at substantially a right angle

from said body portion, said ring being adapt--

ed to be clenched upon the eyelet of a shoe-
upper.

JOHN B. HALIL.
Witnesses:

E. H. FAIRBANKS,
JoHN A. WIEDERSHEIM.
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