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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Asa B. SPRAGUE. a citl-

zen of the United States, residing at Hiawatha,
in the county of Brown and State of Kenses
have invented a new and useful Teleseopie
Iraveling - Bag, of which the following 18 a
specification.

This invention relates in general to travel-
ing-bags, and 1in particular to what are com-
monly termed “* telescope-valises,” and has for
its object to provide a simple and improved
means for positively supporting the members
of the bagorvalise in different telescoped po-
sitions and to e Tect a positive locking of the
members without the employment of the usual
straps.

A further object of the invention is to have
the locking elements arranged within the bag
s0 as to be inaccessible from the exterior
thereof to protectthe bagagainst being fraud-

ulently opened and at the same time to pro-
vide for locking and unlocking the bag in a

simple and convenient manner.

With these and other ob;}eets in view the
present invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the
accompanying drawings, and particularly

pointed out in the eppended claims, 1t being

understood that changes in the form propor-
tion, size, and minor details may be mede with-
n the scope of the claims without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of the invention.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a telescope valise or bag
embodying the features of the present inven-
tion. Kig. 21is an enlarged detail sectional
view teken lonmtudmellv through oneend of
the bag. Fig. 3 is an inverted plen view of
the top member of the bag. Fig. 4 is an en-
larged fragmentary seetmnel view taken ver-
tleelly through the adjacent corners of the
bag members. -

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in each and every figure of

the drawings. |

The present bag or valise includes the usual
bottom member 1 which is open at its top
and formed of any suitable material, and the
top member 2, which is open at lts bottom
and teleseopieelly embraces the lower bottom
section. The bottom section is braced by an
internal peripheral frame member 3, prefer-
ably of angle-iron, fitting snugly Wlthm and
eround the bottom of the bottom section,
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there also being an upper internal stiffening-
frame 4. Kach upright edge of the bottom
section 1S embraced by an external angular
corner-iron 5, which is riveted or otherwise
rigidly secured to the bag and provided with
a vertical series of openings 6, each corner-
iron constituting a rack or keeper, as will
hereinafter appear.

Within the top of the upper s~ction 2 there
1s an Internal angular stiffening-frame 7, hav-
Ing a pair of spaced cross-bars 8, and around
the lower edge of the top section there is an
internal stiffening-frame 9. (Best shown in
IFig. 2 of thedrawings.) In each upright cor-
ner of the top section there is an upright ro-
tatable bolt 10, which has its opposite ends
Jjournaled in the upper and lower stiffeninge-
frames 7 and 9, as clearly indicated in Fig. 2
of the drawings. The lower end of this ro-
tatable.bolt is provided with a substantially
radial catch projection or bolt-head 11, de-
signed to take into any one of the notches or
openings 1n the adjacent keeper 5, and there-
by interlock the top and bottom sections of
the traveling-bag.

It 1s of course desired to simultaneously ro-
tate all four of the bolts for engaging and
disengaging the same with respect to the sev-
eral keepersin order that the bag may be read-
1ly locked and unlocked, and to accomplish
this result a rotatable or rocking head 12 is
centrally pivoted to the inner or under side
of the top of the uppersection. ITinks 13 are
pivoted to opposite ends of this head and ex-
tend at opposite sides thereof, there being a
pair of diverged links 14 pivotally connected
at a common point 15 to the free end of each
of the links 13, the outer end of each link 14
being pivotally connected to a crank-arm 16
upon the upper end of the adjacent rotatable
bolt 10. By rotating the head 12 in one di-
rection the links 13 will be drawn 1nwardly
across one another, and the latch-heads 11
thereby turned inwardly into the notches of
the respective keepers, and by a reverse move-
ment of the head 12 the bolts will be rotated
in the opposite direction, and the latch-heads
11 thereby turned out of engagement with
the keepers, so as to free the bag-sections and
permit of the ready separation thereof.

The means for rotating the head 12 con-
sists of a handled crank 17, located upon the
upper side of the top section and piercing the
same with 1ts lower portion connected to the
head 12, as indicated at 18 in Fig. 3, there

being a wear-plate 19 connected to the top
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and interposed between the latter and the
head 12, said plate also forming a rigid bear-
ing for the operating-crank. This crank-
handle 1s preferably located adjacent one side
of the usual loop-shaped handle 20, and in

order that the bag or valise may be locked

~against fraudulent opening a suitable key-
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controlled lock 21 1s secured to the top sec-
tion, preferably beneath the handle 20, and the
crank 17 is provided with a bolt 22 to engage
the lock in the locked condition of the latch-
heads 11, and thereby lock the entire bag or
valise against accidental and fraudulent open-
ing.

In addition to the locking of the bag the
frames of the present invention stiffen the
otherwise comparatively flexible bag - sec-
tions, and by reason of the rigid interlocking
of the two sections the entire bag or valise is
rendered comparatively rigid, so as to pro-
tect the contents of the bag and to prevent

mashing and injury to said contents, which

ordinarily occurs when the two sections are
drawn 1nto snug engagement by one or more
straps embracing the same.

It 1s preferred to connect the terminals of
the handle 20 to the cross-bars &, as indicated
at 23 1n Kig. 3, whereby the strain of the han-
dle comes upon the cross-bars and the top
frame 7 instead of upon the body of the top
section 2.

ILach of the stiffening-frames 3, 4, and 7 is
secured to its respective bag-section by suit-
able fastenings, preferably rivets.

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
15 claimed 15— |

1. A traveling-bag comprising telescoping
sections, keepers housed in the corners be-

“tween the bag-sections and carried by one of

the sections, bolts located in the corners be-
tween the sections and carried by the other
section for engagement with the respective
keepers, and means carried by said other bag-
section for controlling the bolts to simultane-
ously engage and disengage the same with the

keepers,

2. A traveling-bag comprising telescoping
sections, keepers externally embracing the
corners of the inner section, upright rotatable
holts mounted within the upright corners of
the other section and provided with lateral
latch-heads for engagement with the respec-
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tive keepers, and means mounted upon the
upper section for rotating the bolts to simul-
taneously engage and disengage the same with
respect to the keepers.

3. A traveling-bag comprising telescoping
sections, keepers upon one of the sections,
bolts carried by the other section for engage-
ment with the keepers, and bolt-controlling
means comprising a rotatable head and links
extending in opposite directions from oppo-
site ends of the head and connected to the re-
spective bolts.

4. A traveling-bag comprising telescoping
sections, keepers carried by one of the sec-
tions, bolts carried by the other section for

engagement with the respective keepers, a ro-

tatable rocking head mounted within said
other section, links extending 1n opposite di-
rections from opposite ends of the head, di-
verged links pivotally connected to the free
ends of the first-mentioned links and also to
the respective bolts, and bolt - controlling
means accessible at the exterior of the bag
and plercing the same in connection with the
rocking head.

5. A traveling-bag comprising telescoping
sections, keepers in the form of corner-irons
embracing the upright corners of the inner
bag-section and provided with vertical series
of notches, upright rotatable bolts in the up-
right corners of the outer section and provided
with lateral latch-heads for engagement with
the notches of the respective keepers, a piv-
otal head mounted within the top section,
crank-arms upon the upper ends of the bolts,
links extending in opposite directions from

the opposite ends of the heads and connected

to the respective crank-arms for rotating the
bolts, a controlling erank-handle located upon
the exterior of the bag and piercing the top
sectlon 1n connection with the head, and a
lock carried by the top section for locking en-

-gavement by the crank-handle when the bolts

are engaged with the keepers.

In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto afixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ASA B. SPRAGUE.

Witnesses:
GEO. W. CHASE,
NormaN R. LaNDis.
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