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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

J FSSIJ

VV OODBERRY, OF BEVERLY, MAbSA(,HUSEI“'l S.

a _ BASE-BALL-GAME APPARATUS.

No. 804,63%.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Nov. 14, 1905,

Application filed February 7, 1905, Serial No. 244,567,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JEsse F. WoOODBERRY,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident

of Beverly, in the county of Kssex and State

of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Base-Ball-Game
Apparatus, of which the following is aspeel-
fication.

This invention relates to a base-ball- -game
apparatus adapted to be played indoors; and
it consists of a suitable board or ta,ble-.tep of
any desired shape on the upper side of which
1Is arranged a device which I term the
“* pitcher” for propelling a ball from about
midway of the board to and against a spring-
actuated knob which may be termed the
““striker,” located at the home plate. On
the central portion of the board 1s a diamond-
shaped space termed the °°infield,” inclosed
by an upwardly-projecting flange, at the four
sides of which are located weighted and piv-
oted grooved guides representing base-lines
arranged 1n slotted recesses of the board and
pivotally connected thereto and adapted to
be operated and tipped by suitable knobs and
connecting wires orstrings. At the junction
of said grooved guides are located suitable
pockets representing, respectively, the home
plate and first, second, and third bases. At
the pockets of the first, second, and third

pases are stationary inclined curved grooves, .

serving to establish connection between the
respective grooved guide-bars, the whole be-
ing constructed and operated as will herein-
after be more fully shown and deseribed,
reference being had to the accompanying

drawings, wherein—

Figure 11s a perspectwe view of the game
Fig. 2 is a top plen view of Fig.
1. Fig. 31sa bottom plan view of the same.
Fig. 41s an enlarged cross-section on the line
4 4 shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 5 1s a cross-sec-

tion on the line 5 51n Kig.

Kig. 6 is a similar section showing one of
sald grooved guides tilted toits operative po-
sition, and Fig. 7 is a view showing objects
used in playing the game. *

- Similar letters refer to similar parts wher-
ever they occur on the different perts of the
drawings.

A represents the boercl preferably of dia-
mond or square contour, which may be made
in whole or part of wood or other suitable ma-
terial,and provided with an upwardly-project-

ing inclosing flange or lip A', as shown. B

2, showing one of
the grooved guides in its normal position.

represents the infield or central part of the

board. At C is a pocket representing the
| home plate, provided with an opening (', as

shown. D i1s a pocket representing the first
base, provided with an opening D', and E is
a Slmlldr pocket representing the secend base,
having openings K’ K, and F isa pocket repre-
Senbing the third bese, bhaving an opening IV,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. Near the edges of

60

sa.id boerd A are made slotted perforations

7, ¢, ,and ¢°, in which are arranged grooved

o-mdes G G', ", and G° which are pivotally

connected to the under side of the board A
at H, as shown. At the opposite end of each
of said grooved guides they are weighted in
a suitable manner, so as tonormally hold such
grooved guide-bars in the normal position
shown 1n Kig. 5.

At the first base D is arranged an inclined
curve ¢ for establishing a connection between
the grooved guide-bars G and G'. At the
second base K 1s similarly arranged an in-
clined curve ¢ for establishing a connection
between the grooves of " and G”, and in a
similar manner 1s arranged at the third base
I an inclined curve £ for establishing a con-
nection between the grooves G’ and G*.

The end of the grooved guide G’ terminates
at the home plate C.

20
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At or about the middle portion of the field -

B is located a ball-pitching device 1, adapted

to receive a metal ball X (shown in Fig. 7) =~

and adapted when released to impel the ball
against aspring-actuated catcher or striker M.,
located at the home plate C, asshown in Figs.
1, 2, and 4. The said pitching device pref-
erably consists of a tubular stationary shell 2,
containing a plunger ¢ adapted to be held in
1ts normal position against the influence of a
spring-actuated releasing-lever+’, which may
be released by pulling of a knob #°, connected
thereto, as shown 1n Kigs. 1, 2, and 3, when
required to expel the ball from said shell
agalnst the catcher or striker M.
state that I do not confine myself to the exact
construction of said pitching device, as the
same may be made in any suitable or equiva-
lent manner, or, if so desired, it may be dis-

pensed with and the ball pitched by snapping

1t against the said striker M by the fingers of

the pla,yer at K without departing tlom the

essence of mv invention.
In Figs. 1, 2,and 4 1 haveshown the str 1ker

or catcher éomprlsm preferably, head or

I wish to
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plate M, connected to a spring-pressed spin-

dle s, journaled ina perforation of the board
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‘A dand provided with a knob or handle 7,

which when pulled and released causes the
ball expelled from the pitcher device 1 to be
forced into an opposite direction.

The non - weighted ends of each of the
orooved guides G, G',G", and G’ are connect-
ed, by means of wiresor othersuitable connec-
tions O, to knobs P, P', P, and P*, as shown,
so that by pulling said knobs or handles the
orooved guide-bars may be pivoted and tipped
from the normal position (shown in Fig. 5) to
the operative position. (Shown-in Fig. 6.)-

At the weighted end of each pivoted guide-
bar is located a bridee or interrupter Q, se-
cured to the board A, for the purpose ot pre-
venting the ball from entering the pockets €
D E F until the said respective grooved guide-
bars are tipped to the operative positions
shown in Fig. 6. ~

For the purpose of preventing the ball from
dropping off the end of the grooved ouide-
bar while in its normal position, as well as
preventing the ball from going under the sald
grooved guide-bar while in its operative po-
sition and coming from the corresponding sta-
tionary inclined curve to the said bar, I attach
to the weighted end of each such guide-bar a
flexible strip or band R, connected to the
ouide-bar and conducted over a bar or roller
connected to the board A and having secured
to its free end a suitable counterweight » as
shown in Figs. 5 and 6.

In connection with the game I use a seriesot
disks S, a series of catcher-tools T, and a se-
ries of balls X' and K. (Shown in Fig. 7.)

In playing the game two, or preferably four,
players may engage, each scated in front of
the home plate C and first, second, and third
bases D, E, and F, and proceed as follows:
The player at I starts by placing a ball X' 1n
the cannon or piteher device I and by pulling
on and releasing the knob 4° expels the ball
in a direetion against the striker projection

M at the same time as the player at C pulls |

and releases the knob 2/, thereby throwing
the ball across the infield portion I3 of the
board. The players at D E T, each provided
with a catcher similar to tool 'L, attempt to

stop the progress of the ball beyond the line
X X, (shown-in Fig. 2,) by which the player

at C loses one point, When the ball is struck,
the player at C places a ball in the pivoted
and weighted guide G and by pulling the
knob P causes the guide-groove (x to be tipped
from the normal position (shown in Fig. 5)
to the operative position, (shown in ¥ig. 6,)
sending the ball from pocket C, while at the
same time the players at E F, failing to stop
the ball with their tool T, place disks S on the
board and snap across the board in attempt-
ing to get a disk into the pocket at D before

Leball K reachesit. Ifsuccessful, theball or

rupner is sent back to C, the player at C
losing one point, his opponent at E again

]

shooting the ball from I against the striker ;

S i304,697

projection M, the player at C again placing
the ball in the guide-groove G, tipping and
operating as before. If the ball is snccesstul
in reaching the pocket D before disk arrives
at pocket D and neither disk shot by K ¥ en-
ters pocket D, ball is sent from pocket D to
nocket B, D, and F, contesting the arrival.
It E or F place disk in pocket Dafter ballor
runner from groove (3 arrives, the same ball
is to be held at pocket D until the shooting-
ball is again expelled from shooter I by player
at B, when the ball is sent to E from D, the
players at D and F contesting the arrival of

the ball at E, the same conditions govern-

ing the arrival and exit of the ball at I and
Fasat D. At C or home plate E, K, and D
contest the arrival of the ball, each success-
ful arrival at pocket by the ball or runner
counting five. One continuous run by the
pockets D E F and back to C counts forty.
When the player at C loses five points, either
by his opponents stopping the ball sent from
the shooter I and hit by the striker M, which
counts one point against C, by his opponent’s
snapping the disk into the pocket before the
hall or runner arrives, one point against C,
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or by (s failing to send ball expelled from 1. .

beyond the line X X, which counts one point
acainst C, the player at C moves to K, the
player at D taking his place at C, the player

at & moving to D, and the player at ¥ mov-

ing to I

The player is not supposed to snap the disk
when the play is 1n the inclosure or pocket at
the point where he is seated. Thus, if the
play is in pocket D, D does not shoot, but
leaves it to be done by E and F, if the ball
which is shot from M is nct caught. - There
will be nine disks of three different coiors—

- viz., three of a color. Each player will have

three disks of the same color, and when he
shoots his disk at a pocket he must notice
whether it enters or not. If it enters before
the ball, it goes down upon his score ot put-
outs as one point, while if the disk fails to
enter at all it coes down upon his score of
errors as one point against him.

What I wish to secure by Letters Patent
and claim 1s— ]

1. A base-ball-came apparatus comprising
an inclosed board having corner-pockets, said
board provided with slots, pivotal guide-bars
in said slots, curved ways communicating

‘with the slots forming a continuous raceway,

spring-controlled pitching and eatching de-
vices in alinement with one another on said
board and inclosed by said slots, means for re-
taining said bars in a normal inoperative posi-
tion, and means connected to the said guide-
barsand arranged exteriorly of the inclosure
for actuating the bar. |

9. A base-ball-game apparatus including a

board having slots near its marginal edge

forming an infield, said board having corner-
pockets intersecting the slots, said board fur-
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ther provided with curved ways communicat-
ing with the slots to form a continuous race-
way, a series of grooved guide-bars pivotally
connected intermediate its ends in the said
slots, means for retaining the bars in a nor-

mal inoperative position, means for moving !

said guide-bar, means codperative with the
latter means and exteriorly arranged on the
board foractuating the guide-bar, and spring-
controlled pitching and catching devices on
said board and inclosed by said slots. |

3. A base-ball-game apparatus including a
board having slots, and curved ways in com-
munication with the latter to form an infield,
said board having inclined corner-pockets in-

804,697 3

tersecting the slots, a series of guide-bars
movably mounted within the slots, means ex-
terior of the board and connected to the guide-

bars for actuating the same, means for re-

turning said bars to a normal inoperative po-
sition,and spring-controlled mechanism form-
ine pitching and catching devices and In
alinement with one another on said board and

inclosed by said slot.
In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-

' nature in presence of two witnesses.

JESSE F. WOODBERRY.

Witnhesses: |
ALBAN ANDREN,
THEKLA ANDREN.
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