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To ll wlvony & muely conecer:

BBe 1t known that I, ALBERT M. MARETZEK,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Ho-
boken, 1n the county of Hudson and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Box-Hooks, of which
the tollowing 1s a full, clear, and exact de-
seriptlon. -

‘The ordinary form of box-hook or bag-hook
which 1s 1n common use by truckmen and long-
shoremen in the handling of freight and the
like consists of a hook proper,of wrought-iron
or other suitable material, having a trans-
versely-extending wooden handle connected
to the end of the shank of the hook. The con-
nection between the shank and the handle is
usually etfected bv extending the said shank
through an opening in said handle and up-
setting the end ot the shank to form a shoul-
der. All of the strain to which the hook is
subjected in the ordinary operation of the
same falls upon this upset portion or shoul-
der on the end of the shank, and as the same
13 necessarily thin the means of connection
between the tool proper and its handle con-
stitutes an 1nherent weakness in the tool
itself which rendersit extremely objectionable
and really dancerous. Many accidents have
actually occurred by the givine way of the
upset portion of the shank.

It 1s the purpose of my invention to over-
come this defect in the construction of the
box or bale hooks now 1n use, and it is a fur-
ther purpose ot theinvention to provide means
whereby the opposite ends of the handle may
be utilized asa hammer. Theordinary wooden
handles now employed are frequently called
into use for the drivinge of nails; but as the
encs of the same are unprotected and as the
material of which the handle is made is very
soft 1t will be obvious that the handle quickly
becomes worn out, split, or entirely broken.

The details of the invention will hereinafter
appear and the novel features thereot will be
set forth in the claim.

In the drawings forming part of the speci-
fication, Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a
»ox-hook constructed 1 accordance with my
imvention. Fig. 2 i1s a detaill plan view with
one of the handle-scales removed. Fig. 3 is
a longitudinal section of the handle, and Fig.
4 18 a eross-sectlon of the same.

Like reference-numerals indicate like parts

Ifferent views.
hook portion 1 of my improved tool

1in the d
The

may be of the form shown or of any other form

are curved and rounded and that th

"1s that by forming the shank and body of the

which may be found desirable. The shank 2
has formed integral therewith the handle-web
3, the said web extending transversely of said
shank,asshown. These parts may be wrought,
cast, or otherwise formed in one piece, it be-

- 1ng proposed to make the same by drop-forg-

ing 1n a single plece of metal. The web 3 is

flat throughout the greater portion of its

length; but the opposite ends thereof are en-
larged and slightly Hattened to form the ham-
mer-taces 4. T'he inner surfaces of the en-
larged portions are recessed, as shown at 3,
the recesses being curved in plan view and
provided for the reception of the handle-
scales6. Thesescalesareconstructed of wood
and are located on opposite sides of the web
3, the ends thereot being suitably shaped to
exactly fit within the recessed porsions of the
enlarged ends of said web. Itshould be stated
that the outer surtfaces of said enlarged ends
outer
surtaces of the handle-scales 6 merge easily
and without abruptness thereinto. lhe s11¢]
scales are permanently secured to the web 3
by means of therivets 7, which extend through
both these parts, as Shown

The handle ot the tool, which is made up
of the handle-web 3 and of the scales 6, is
elliptical or oval in cross-section in order to
provide for a more secure grip being obtained
thereon than can be obtained by the ordinary
cylindrical handle or the handle which is cir-
cular in cross-section. It frequently becomes
necessary to use a tool of this kind as a ham-
mer, and the enlarged ends 4 of the web 3,
which 1s integral with the shank and body of
the tool, provides means whereby this may
be Ieadlly done without danger of splitting
or defacing the tool or in any way deeleasmg
its life.

The great advantage of my improved tool

same integral with the main portion of the
transversely - extending handle 1 obtain the
maximum strength and overcome the great
objection which exists in the tools of the same
kind which are now 1n use.

While my invention is designed particularly
as an tmprovement in box-hooks and the like.
1t 1s obvious that 1t 1snot limited to this par-
ticular kind of tool, but may be used in con-
nection with other kinds of tools in which
transversely-extending handlesare employed.

Having now described my invention, [
claim---

A device of the character described, com-
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prising a shank, a transversely - extending
handle - web having enlarged end portions
forming hammer-faces and having its inter-

mediate portion formed with flat faces lying
substantially parallel with the axis of the
shank, and handle-scales secured to the said

faces of the web.

In witness whereof 1 subscribe my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

ALBERT M. MARETZEK.

Witnesses:
Frang S. OBER,

WarLpo M. CHAPIN.
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