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To all wiom Tt may corncer:

se 1t known that I, Aenes (. MAYNARD, a
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing 1n the city and county of Denver, State of
Colorado, have invented a new and useful
stocking-Holding Band for Darning Purposes
for Sewing-Machines, of which the following
1S a specllication.

My invention relates to bands for holding
stockings while being darned, and particularly
to a device of this character which is adapted
for use in connection with an ordinary sew-
1ing-machine.

The object of the invention 1s to provide ¢
preterably oval-shaped band around which the
stocking may be rolled in compact form and
In such manner as to position the worn por-
tion of the stocking within the circumference
of the band, securing means being provided
for holding the worn portion of the stocking
so that 1t may be stretched and held in a
stretched position over the bottom of the band
while the stocking is being darned, the re-
malning portion of the stocking being out of
the way of the operator.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide means for preventing the rolled portion
of the stocking from extending above the up-
per edge of the band during the process of
darning, thus affording an unobstructed view
of the work being done and at the same time
preventing the stocking from interfering with
the action of the needle-bar or needle.

The invention further consists in certain
novel features of construction, which will be
fully set forth in the accompanying specifica-
tion and claims.

in the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a perspective view showing a stocking rolled
around the band in position to he darned, the
device being illustrated in connection with a
portion of asewing-machine. Fig. 21sa per-
spective view of the improved stocking-hold-
ing band, showing the arms which prevent the
upward movement of the stocking folded in
or out of an operative position.
plan view thereof, the arms being turned out,
asin Hig. 1. FKie. 41sa plan view illustrating

the stocking-holding band placed over a worn

place in a stocking prior to rolling the stock-
ing back around. the said band in the manner
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 5 1s a longitudinal sec-
tional view of the device, a stocking being
rolled upon the same in position to be darned;
and Fig. 6 1s a side view of one of the swing-
1Ng Arms.

Fig. 3 1s a

Referring to the accompanying drawings
the numeral 1 indicates a metal band, whlch
1s preferably oval-shaped and of a size to fit
easily into the foot of a stocking. The lower
edge of this band 1sformed with integral strips
or plates?2, theends of which are formed with a
plarality of prongs3, and these strips are bent
so that the prongs will project up vertically, as
clearly shown in Fig. 2. The band is formed
with outwardly-projecting loops 4, which are
arranged in pairs around the periphery of the
band, Lheloops n each pair being arranged one
above the other. The loops are each formed
by cutting two par .le el slits of suitable length
in the band and the n pressing out the metal
between the slits, as shown. Hach p.:lil of
loops form bearmus for a swinging arm 5, and
these arms are each formed of short lengths
of stout wire, which are bent centrally to give
the arm an L shape. The vertical portions of
the arms are passed down through the pairs
of loops far enough to permit their horizon-
tal portions to swing above the upper edge of
the band, and the arms are prevented from
moving vertically in either direction by form-
ing in their vertical members circumferential

orooves 6, into which the upper loops fit. 1

preferably employ six of these arms and ar-
ange them at equidistant points around the
periphery of the band, and I arrange the
pronged plates 2 so that they will alternate
with the arms. A vertical slit 7 1s formed 1In
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one side of the band. and the slit extends from

the upper edge to within a short distance of
the [ower edee of the band and forms an en-
trance for the needle of a sewing-machine, as
will hereinafter appear.

The device herein described 1s designed to
be used 1n connection with an ordinary sew-

1ng-machine, and the manner of arrangimg 1t

and of securing the stocking thereon is as fol-
lows: The stocking i1s turned so that the right
side will be out, and one hand 1s placed 1n the
stocking beneath the worn portion, while the

the worn place, asshown 1n . 4. The ma-
terial around the worn place is then stretched
and hooked upon the prongs 3, as shown in
g, 5, and the stocking is then rolled back
around the band, asshown. Thus the material

surrounding the worn part of the stocking 1s
stretched across the bottom ot the band a,nd
1s held by the prongs, while the remainder of
the stocking is compactly rolled upon. the
band, so as to be out of the way, and 1s pre-
i vented from slipping up beyond the upper

band 1s laid upon the stocking so as to inclose
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edge of the band by the arms 5, which are
turned out to lie across the rolled portion of
the stocking, as shown.

In using my device in connection with a
Sewing - maehme it is necessary first to re-
move the presser-foot from the machine. The

band with its stocking may then be placed in
proper position relative to the needie by

pressing the rolled. portion of the stocking
down and passing the needle through the slot
7 to the interior of the band. The machine
18 then set in motion and the band is moved
hackward and forward until the worn portion
of the stocking is completely covered by in-
dependent strings of lock-stitching. Then by
moving the band at right angles to its former
movement a second series of stitches are
tormed at right angles to the first-formed
stitches, and these stitches unite with and
bind the former stitches together 1n such a
manner as to form a piece of closely-woven
stitchwork which 1s neat, smooth, and strong,
and when the darning 1s completed the needle
1s passed out through the slit in the band and
the stocking can be quickly removed.

- By the employment of my improved device
In connection with a sewing-machine the time
and work required in darning stockings are
oreatly lessened, and the work is of a much
neatet and better character than could be done
1n the usual way.

The device illustrated 1s extremely simple
in construction, and while 1 have shown the
preferred form of construction it will be ap-
parent that many modifications could be em-
ployed without departing from the spirit of
the invention.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. In a device of the character described, a
band having a vertical slit in one side; a se-
ries of arms pivoted upon the perlpher of
sald band, having horizontal members which
lie above the upper edge of the band, and
pronged plates on said band, which alternate
with the pivoted arms.

2. Ina device of the character deseribed, an
oval-shaped band, having a vertical slit on one
side, extending trom its upper edge to within
a short distance of 1ts lower edge; a series of
upturned plates upon the lower edge of said
band, the ends of which are formed into
prongs, and L-shaped swinging arms upon the
periphery of said band, the horizontal por-
tions of which lie above the upper edﬂeof the
band.
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3. In a deviceof the character described, an
oval-shaped band having a vertical slit onone
side, extending from its upper edge to within
a short distance of 1ts lower edge; a series of
integral plates upon the lower edge of said

band, the ends of which are upturned, and

formed into a plurality of prongs; loops upon
the periphery of said band, and L-shaped

swinging arms secured In said loops, the hori-

zontal portions of which lie above the upper
edge of said band.

éL. In adevice of the character descmbed, an
oval-shaped band having integral loops dis-
posed in pairs around its periphery; L-shaped
arms, the vertical portions of which are piv-
oted 1n said loops, while the horizontal por-
tions lie above the upper edge of sald band:
and integral plates on the lower edge of said
band, the ends of which are upturned, and are
formed into a plurality of prongs.

5. In a device of the character described, an
oval band having a series of integral plates
upon its lower edcre the endsof Whl(}h are up-
turned, and tormed mto prongs; integral loops
upon the periphery of said band which are dis-
posed in pailrs that alternate with the said
pronged plates, the loops In each pair being
one above the other; L-shaped arms which
are pivoted in said pairs of loops, the hori-
zontal portions of which lie above the upper
ecdge of the band, said band being provided
with a slit, which extends from its upper edge
to within a short distance of its lower edge.

6. In a device of the character described, an
oval band having a vertical slit in one side; a
seriesof integral loopsdisposed in pairsaround
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the periphery ot the band; L-shaped arms piv-

oted in said pairs of loops, having circumfer-
ential grooves in which said loops fit, and in-
tegral pronged plates on the lower edge of said
band, which alternate with said pairs of loops.

7. In a device for holding stockings while
being darned, an oval band having a vertical
slit extending from its upper edge; upturned
prongs upon the lower edge of said band; in-

tegral loops on the periphery of said band, ar-
ranged 1n pairs; L-shaped swinging arms In

sald loops, and means for preventing vertical
movement of said arms in said loops.

In testimony whereof I athx my signature in
presence of two witnesses. -

AGNES G. MAYNARD.

W’ith%%:
(. SARGENT ELLIOTT,
Grace P. LiNpsLey.
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